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GUY MANNERINGj 

THE JSTROLOGEH. 



CHAPTER I. 



t3an no rest find me, no private place secure oae. 
But still my miseries like bloodhouada ha«nt me ? 
UnfortuDate yottng man, which way now guides tbec» 
Guides thee from death ? The country's laid around for 
the&— 

Women PUa»ed, 

Our narrative now recalls us for a mo« 
tnent to the period when young Haz]e« 
wood received his wound. That accident 
had no sooner happened, tiiatt ^ con- 
sequences to Miss Mannering waA to him* 
%lf ni^ed upon Srown's mind. From 
the manner in M^iich the muzzle of the 
piece WAS pcHtted when «t went q% }ie 
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had no great fear that the consequences 
would be fatal. But an arrest in a strange 
country, and while he was unprovided with 
any means of establishing his rank and 
character^ was at least to be avoided. He 
therefore resdlved to escape for the pre- 
sent to the neighbouring coast of England, 
and to remain concealed there, if possi- 
ble, until he should receive letters from 
his regimental fiiends, and remittances 
from his agent} and then to resume his 
own character, and offi^r to young Hazle- 
wood and his friends any explanation or 
satisfaction they might desire. 'With this 
purpose he walked stoutly forward, after 
leaving the spot where the accident had 
happened, and reached without adventure 
the village which we have Kjalled Fortan- 
ferry, (but which the reader will in vain 
seek for under that name in the coimty 
mapO A large open boat was just about 
to leave .the quay, bound for the little sea- 
port of Allonby, in Cumberland. In this 
vessel Brown embarked, and resolved to 
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make that place his temporary abode, until 
be should receive letters and money from 
England*. 

. In the course of their short' voyage he 
entered into some conversation with the 
steersman, who was- also owner of the boat^ 
ajolly old<man, who 'had occasionally been* 
engaged in the smuggling trade, like most 
fishers on the coast. After talking about 
objects of less interest, , Brown endeavour- 
ed to turn the discourse toward the Maiv 
nering family. . The * sailor had heard of 
the attack upon the house at Woodboumc^ 
but disapproved o£ the smugglers' proceed-^ 
ings. 

^< Hands off is fair play.; zounds, they^U 
bring the whole country, down upon them 
— na, na ! when I was in that way I played 
at giffgaff with the offiQers^— here a cargo 
ta'en — vera weel, that was their luck;— 
there another carried clean through, tha^ 
was mine— na, na! hawks should na pike 
out Jiawks' e'en,'* 
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^ And tihis Colond Manneringf* 

^ Troth, he's nae wise man neither to 
interfere-— no that I blame him for saving 
the gangers' Uves-^-that was very right; 
but it was na like a gentleman to he 6ght» 
ing about the poor folk's pocks o* tea and 
farandy kegish*-lu>wevery be^s a grand man 
and an officer man, and they do what they 
like wi' the like o* us." 

^ And his daughter/' said Brown, with 
^ throbbing heart, *^ is going to be mar- 
ried into a great family too, as I have 
heard r 

' ^ What, into the Hazlewoodii* ? na, na, 
that's bnt idle clashes— every sabbath- day> 
as regularly ad^it c»ine round, did the young 
man ride haime wi* the daughter of the late 
EUangowan— and my daughter Peggy's in 
the service up at Woodboume, and she 
says she'd sure yOnng Hazlewood thinks nae 
m^r of Miss Mannering than ye do.'* 

Sitterly censoring his own precipitate 
adoption of a contrary belief. Brown yet 
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keard vntii dd^ght that the suflptcuma of 
Julia's fidelity^ upon vbich he had 80 rashly 
acted, were probablj void of fouadatioi)» 
How must he in the mean time be sufl^ng 
in her opinion i or what could she suppose 
of conduety which must have made him 
appear to her regardless alike of her peape 
of mind, and of the interests of their a£fec» 
tion ! The old man s connection with the 
fiunily at Woodboume seemied to offer a 
safe mode of communication, of which he 
determined to avail himael£ 

'^ Your daughter is a maid-servant ifc 
Woodboume ?-«^I knew Miss Maonering 
in lacKa, aod thoagjk I anr at present in 
an inferkNT rank of life, I have great rea* 
son to hope she would interest herself in 
my &vour. I had a quarrel unfortunate* 
ly with her father, who was my command^ 
iog officer, and I am sure the young lady 
would endeavour to reconcile him to me. 
Perhftpa yoiur daughter could deliver a46t» 
ter to her upon the subjecti without making 
mischief between her &ther and her ?? 
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The old man readily, answered foir the 
letter being fidthfuUy and ^secretly! delivers 
ed ; and, accordingly^ so. soon, as ..they ar« 
rived at Allonby, Brown. wcote ta Miss 
Mannering, stating the utmost contritioii 
for what hail happened, through his raslb 
ness, and conjuring her tQ let. him liave an 
opportunity of pleading his ov,:xi caiise, and 
obtaining, forgiveness, for. his indiscretion; 
•He did. not judge it safe to. go Jintp any 
detail concerning. . the. circumstances by 
which he had been misled^ and upon, the 
Inthole endeavoured to express himself with 
such ambiguity, tliat, , if . the letter. should 
£bJ1 into.wr<mgihands^ it would. b^ difficult 
either to understand its .real purport, .or 
to trace the writer. This letter, the old 
man undertook faithfully to. deH ver. . to hJ3 
daughter at Woodboiime ; and, .as his trad^ 
would speedily again .bring him^or his boajt 
to Allonby, he promised further to take 
charge of any answer with which the yOung 
lady might entrust him*. 
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And now our persecuted traveller land* 
ed at AUottbjr, and sought for such ac- 
commodations as might at . once suit his 
temporary poverty, and his desire, of re-, 
maimng as much unobserved as possible. 
'With this view he assumed the name and 
profession of his . friend . Dudley, having 
command enough of the pencil to verifj^ 
his pretended character to his host of Al« 
lonby. His baggage he pretended to ex- 
pect from Wigton ; and, keeping himseli^ 
aa much within doors as possible, awaited 
the return of the letters which he had sent 
to his ag&iAf to Delaserre^ and to his Lieu* 
tenant Colonel, Fcom the first he request* 
ed a supply of money } he conjured Delai* 
serre,. if possible, to join hin^ in Scotland s 
and from the lieutenant^CoIoneL he re*^ 
quired such testimony of his rank and conr 
duct in the regiment, as should place his 
character ar a- gentleman and officer be- 
yond the powei* of question*. The incon- 
venience of being, run short in, his finances 
struck him so strongly, that he wrote tp 
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Dinmoni upon that subject, requesting a 
small temporary loan, having no doubt 
that, being tiritfain sixty or seventy miles 
of his residence, he would receive a speedy 
as well as favourable answer to his request 
of pecuniary accommodation, which was 
owing^ as he stated, to his having been 
tobbed after their parting. And then, 
with impatience enough, though without 
aAy serious apprehension, he waited the 
answers of these various letters. 

It must be observed, in excuse of his 
correspondents^ that the post was then 
much more taidy than since Mr Fkhner's 
ingenious invention has taken place ; and 
with* respect to honest Dinmont in par* 
ticukr, as he rarely received above onA 
letter a quarter, {uidesa during the time 
tei his being ^gaged in a law-suit, when 
he r^ularly senft to the post-town,) his 
correspondence usually remained for a 
month or two sticking in the postmaster's 
window, among pamphlets, gingerbread, 
rolH or ballads» according to the trade 
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lAicb the said postnAster exerdsecL Be-' 
sidesr there was then a costom^ not yet« 
wholly obsolete, of causing a letter^ from 
one town to another, perhaps within the 
distance. c£ thirty miles, perform a cir- 
cuit a£ two hundred miles before delivery ^ 
which had - the combined advantage of air* 
ing the epistle thoroughly^ of adding some 
pence to the revenue of the postoffice, 
and of elerei^g the patience of the gof^^ 
r^ondents.^ Owing to these circumstan* 
ces» Bf6wn remained several days in AL- 
lonby without answer, and his stock of 
money, though husbanded with the ut- 
most economy, . began to wear very low, 
when he received by the hands of a young 
fisherman the following letter : 

«VYou. have acted with the most crud 
indiscretion ; you Jiave shewn how little I 
can tmdt to your declarations that my 
peace and happiness are dear to you \ and 
your rashness has nearly occasioned the 
death of a youig mail of the highest 
v<M:thand honeun Must 1 say more?-:- 
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nniat I add^ that I: have, been myself .veiyi.* 

ill. in consequence of your vi(dence, and^ 

its effects? and, alas i.need I say still faff 

ther, that 1 have thought anxiously upon, 

them as< they. are. likely ^ to. affect you, al«^ 

though you. have given me such slight. 

cause tO: do . so>i The C% is. gcme fronv 

home for several day&; Mr H. is ajimost 

quite recovered ; . and I. have reason to^i 

think . that the blame is laid . in a quarter. 

different from that where* it is deserved.. 

Yet do not think, of venturing here* Oust 

fate, haa been, crossed by accidents of a 

nature too violent, and terrible to permit 

me to think, of renewing a correspondence 

Ijrhich'has so often threatened . the most 

dreadAil catastrophe* . fjareweUj therefore^ 

and believe - that . no one can wish yeur 

happiness more sincerely, than 

llbis letter contained.that.spedestof.ad* 
vice, which is irequently given^for.the pre? 
cise purpose th^t. it inay.led4 tp a directly 

9 



GUT l&ANNEBIKG. 13: 

Opposite- coDduet: firom thiU; which it re*. 
a)miQends. At least so thought Bcown,. 
who, immediately, asked the young fisher^ 
man if he came from Pontatiferry. 

^' Aye i I am auld Willie Johnstone's son^ 
and. I got that.letter £rae my sister Peggy, 
tiiat's Jaundry-maid at.Woodboume." 
"My good iriend, when do you sail,?'* 
" With the tide this evening.? 
<vril return with. you; but as I: do not 
deare to. go to > Portanferry, I wish you 
could put me on shore somewhere on the 
coast." 

^ Wa can easily do that," said the lad. 
. Although the price of provisions, &c« 
was then very modertitei, the dischaiging 
his lodgings,, and the. expences of his li- 
ving, together with that of a. change of 
dress, which safety as well as decency reil^ 
dered necessary, . brought Brown's purse 
to. a. very low ebb. He left directions at 
the post-office that his letters should, be 
forwarded to. Kippletringan, whither, hift 
xesolved to proceed and reclaim the trea* 
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sure which he had deposited in the hands^ 
of Mrs MacXIandiish. He also fAt it 
would be his duty to assume his proper 
character so soon as hB received the ne*- 
cessary evidence for supporting it^ and, bs 
an ofllcer in the king's service, give and: 
receive every explanation which might 
be necessary with young Hazlewood. '* If 
he is not very wrong-headed indeed/' he 
thought, *' he must allow the manner in 
whiich I acted to have been the neces*' 
sary consequence of his own over-bearing 
conduct/' 

And now we must suppose him oiiqe 
more embarked on the Sol way frith. The 
wind was adverse, attended by some rain^ 
and they struggled against it without 
much assistance frcnn the tide. The boat 
was heavily llkden with goods, (part of 
which were probably eonCraband) and la^ 
bonred deep in the sea. Brown, who bad 
been bred a sailw, and was indeed skiBed 
In most athletic emrcises^ gave his poweiVi 
ftd and effectual asinsla&ce in rowing, or 
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occasionally in steering the boat, and his 
advice in the management, which became 
the more delicate as the wind increased, 
and, being opposed to the very rapid tides 
of that coast, made the voyage perilousii 
At length, after spending the whole night 
upon the frith, they were at morning with*, 
in sight of a beautiful bay upon the Scot<^ 
tish coast. The weather was now more 
mild. The snow, which had been for 
some time waning, had given way entire^ 
ly under the fresh gale of the preceding 
night. The more distant hills, indeed, 
retained their snowy mantle, but all the 
open country was cleared, unless where a 
few white patches indicated that it had 
been drifted to an uncommon depth. Even 
nnder its ¥rintry appearance, the shore was 
highly interesting. The line of sea-coasl;, 
with all its varied curves, indentures, and 
embayments, swept away from the siglit 
on either hand, in that varied, intricate, 
yet graceful and easy line, which the eye 
loves so well to pursue. And it was no 
less relieved and varied in elevaliou \2ci^xv 
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in* outline, \iy the dififerent forms of the^ 
shore; the beach in. some places being 
edged hj steep rooks, aild in others rising ' 
smoothly. froi»-the sands in easy and swell- 
ing slopes. Buildings of different* kinds ^ 
caught and reflected the wintry sun-beams- 
c^ a December mornings and the woods^ 
though now leafless, gave r^ief • and va;^ 
riety to the landscape. Brown felt that 
lively and awakenings interest which tastei 
and sensibility always derive from the beau-^ 
ties of natUFe, when openings suddenly to^ 
the eye, after the dulness and gloom oB 
a night voyagCi^ Perhaps — for who can* 
presume to analyse that inexplicable feeU 
ing which binds the person bom in a mottn«« 
tainous country to his native hills,*>--per« 
haps some early associations, retaining theis 
effect long after the cause was forgotten, 
mingled in the feelings of .pleasure with 
which he regarded l^e scene before him. .^ 
<* And what>i*' said Brown to the boat- 
man, <* is the name of that fine cape, that 
stretches into the sea with its sloping banka 
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and hilloclts of wood, and fbrnw ihe right 

aide of the bky ?* 

- « Wairoch Point,'' said the lad. 

' ^* And^that old castle, my friend, with 

Ae modem house situated, just beneath 

it ? It seems jai this distance avVery large 

buUding/': 

«< Tbat's;the Aqld Place, sir ; and that's^ 
the New, Place below, it* . We'll land you 
there if you like/'* 

' ** X should like it.of allthingsn^ Lmusb 
visit that. ruin before I continue my jour^L 
ney." 

*. ** Aye, it's a queer auld bit; and' that 
highest tower is a gude land-mark as fiu 
at Ramsay in Man, and the Point of Ayr— - 
there was muckle fighting about it lang 
syncr" \ ' 

Brown would have enquired into fasr 
ther particulars, but a fisherman is seldom 
dn antiquary* His. boatman's local know- 
ledge was summed up in the information 
aJbready given, <* that it was a grand land^ 
mark, and that, thefe-had. been muckle 
%hting about the bit lang syne.*' 
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<^ I sbftU learn more of it»^ thought 
Brown, «• when I get ashore.'* 

The boat eootinaed its course close tin- 
der the Point upon which the castle was 
situatedv which ihywned from the sumiBit 
of its rocky scite upon the stiil agitated 
waves of the bay beneath. '* I believe^" 
said the steersmaoi^ ! * ye'U get ashore 
here as dry aa ony.gate. . There's a place 
where their berlins and 'gdlies^ as they 
ca'd them, used to lie in lang syne, but 
if 8 no used now, because it^s ill carrying 
gudes up the narrow stairs, or ower the 
rocks. Whiles of a moonli^t night I 
have landed articles there though/' 

While he thus spoke^ thejr puUed ronnd 
a point ^ rock, and fooxid a very small 
harbour, partly formed by nature, partly 
by the indefatigable kbbilr of the ancient 
inhabitants of the castle^ who, m the fish- 
^ninan observed, had foudd it essential ftxr 
the protection of theirboats and small craft, 
though it could not receive vessels of any 
burthen^ Hxe two points of rock whidi 



formed the entrance, approached etch 
other so nearly, that only one boat could 
enter at a time. On each side were still 
remaining two immanse iron ringa^ deep* 
ly morticed into the solid rock. ; Througl) 
tbeset according to tradition, there wap 
nightly drawn a bilge chain, secured by 
an immense padlock, ' for the i^otectioa of 
the haven and the armada which it con* 
taioed. A ledge of rock had, by the as* 
sistance of the chisel and pick-axeit been 
formed into a sort of quay. The rock 
was of extremely hard eonstMencef and 
the task so difficulty that, according to the 
fisherman, a labourer who wroi^t at the 
vroA might in the evening - have carried 
home in his bonnet all the shivers which 
he had struck from the mass in tbe g6ar%e 
of the day. This little quay communicated 
with a rode stair-case, already repeatedly 
mentioned, which descended from the Old 
castle. There was also a^communicatioii 
between the beadi and the quay by scram- 
bling over the rockst 
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"• Ye had better, land here,^ said iS^^- 
lad^ *^ fop the sur^s running high at the^ 
Shellieoat-stane, and^ t^ere will no be a^ 
dry thread atnang usor wegetthe cargo 
out. — ^Na ! na ! (in answer to an ofier of 
money) ye have wrought for your passagei. 
and' wrought far better than ony o' usi 
Gude day to you< I^wuss ye weel." So- 
sayingi he pushed off in order to land his 
cargo- Oft the opposite side .of the bayj 
and* Brown, with. a. small > bui^dle in his ^ 
hand, containing the trifling stock of ne* 
cessaries which** he had been obliged to v 
purehaae at^ Allonby, was left on ,the rocks ; 
beneath tiate ruin.- 

And thus» unconscious as the most 
absolute stranger, and in . circuiQstances, . 
which^ if not destitute,-^ were foB^ the pre» 
sent highly' embarrassing; without the 
counteaance of a friend within the circle 
of several hundred- miles ; accused of > a^ 
heavy crime, ^nd, what was as bad as aU 
the rest, being nearly pennyless, . did' the 
harassed wanderer for the first time, after 
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the interval of so many years, approach 
the remains of the castle, where his ances- 
:tors had eiLercised all but regal dominion. 



• • 
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CHAPTER II. 



YeSy ye moss^green wall% 



Ye towers defenceless, 1 revisit ye 
Shame-stricken ! Where are all your trophies n&w ^ 
Your thronged courts, the revelry, the tumult. 
That spoke the grandeur of my house, tiie homage 
Of neighbouring Barons ?— «— 

MysUriout Mother, 

Entering the castle of EUangowan by 
a postern door-way^ which shewed symp- 
toms of having been once secured with 
the most jealous care. Brown, (whom, since 
he has set foot upon the property of bis 
fathers, we shall hereafter call by his fa- 
ther's name of Bertram) wandered from 
one ruined apartment to another, surprised 
at the massive strength of some parts of 
the building, the rude and impressive nHtg« 
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nificence of others, and the great extent 
of the whole. In two of these rooms, close 
beside each other, he saw signs of recent 
habitation. In one small apartment were 
empty bottles, half gnawed bones, and 
dried fragments of bread. In the vault 
which adjoined, and which was defended 
by a strong door, then left open, he ob- 
served a considerable ^antity of straw, 
and in both, were the reUques of recent 
fires. How little was it possible for Ber- 
tram to conceive, that such trivial circum* 
stances were closely connected with in- 
cidents affecting his prosperity, his ho» 
Qour, perhq» his life ! 

After satisfying his curiosity by a hasty 
glaace trough the interior of the castle^ 
Bertram now advaEnced throutgh the great 
'gate^way whidll opened to ^e land, and 
paused t0 lo(^ upon the nobte landscape 
which it oommanded. Having^ in vain 
eadeavoiired to gness th« .position of 
^iPeo^joiinie,. jakd leaving iieat^ ascer- 
tatBedthflt of Kij^sktnngm$ lie turaod to 
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take a parting look at the stately ruins 
which iie had just traversed. He admired 
the massive and picturesque efiect of the 
huge round towers, which, flaHking the 
gate-way, gave a double portion of depth 
and majesty to the high yet glooniy arch 
under which it opened. The carved 
stone escutcheon of the ancient family, 
bearing for their arms three wolves' heads, 
wus hung diagonally 'beneath the helmet 
and crest, the latter being a wolf couchant 
pierced with an arrow. On either side 
stood as supporters, in full human size or 
larger, a salvage man prioper^ to use the 
language of heraldry, wreathed and cinctu^ 
redf and holding in his hand an oak tree 
. eradicated^ that is, torn up by the roots. ; 
'** And the powerftil barons who owned 
this blazonry,^' thought Bertram, pinrsu« 
ing the usual train of ideas which flows 
tipon the mind at such scenes, << does 
their posterity continue to possess the 
lands which they had laboured to Hoattify 
80 stron^y? or are they. wandet'ersyigtio^ 
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rant perhaps even of the fame or power 
of their forefathers, while their hereditary- 
possessions are held by a race of strangers ? 
Why is it," he thought, continuing to fol- 
low out the succession of ideas which; the 
scene prompted—" Why is it that some 
scenes awaken thoughts which belong as 
it were to dreams of early and shadowy 
recollection, such as my old Bramin 
Moonshie would have ascribed to a state 
<^ previous esidtence ? Is it the visions 
of our sleep that float confulsedly in our 
memory, and are recalled by the ap- 
pearance of such real objects as in ahy 
respect correspond to the phantoms they 
presented to our imagination ? How of- 
ten do we find ourselves in society 
which we have never before met, and yet 
feel impressed with a mysterious and ill- 
defined consciousness, that neither the 
scene, the speakers, nor the subject are 
entirely new j nay, feel as if we could 
imticipate that part of the conversation 

TOLtin, B 
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which has not yet taken place ! It is evea 
SO with me while I gaze upon that ruin ; 
nor can I divest myself of the idea, that 
these massive towers and that dark gate- 
wa,y, retiring through its deep-vaulted ahd 
ribbed arches, and dimly lighted by .the 
court-yard beyond, is not entirely strange 
to me. Can it be that they have been fami- 
liar to me in infancy, and that I am to seek , 
in their vicinity those friends of whom my 
childhood has still a tender though faint 
remembrance, and whom I early exchan- 
ged for such severe task-masters ? Yet 
Brown, who I think would not have de- 
ceived me, always told me I was brought 
off from the eastern coast, after a skir- 
mish in which my father was killed ; 
and I do remember enough of a horrid 
scene of violence to strengthen his ac-» 
count.** 

It happened that the spot upon which 
young Bertram chanced to station himself 
for the better viewing the castle, was . 
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neatly the same on which his father had 
diedw It was marked by a large old oak* 
tree, the only one on the esplanade, and 
whic^, having been, used for executions 
by the barons of Ellangowan, was called* 
the Justice-Tree. It chanced, and the co- 
iacidence was remarkable, that Glossin was 
this morning engaged with a person, whom 
he was in the habit of consulting in such 
matters, concerning some projected re- 
pairs, and a large addition to the house of 
Ellangowan, and that, -having no great 
pleasure in remains so intimately connect- 
ed with the grandeur of the former inhabit- 
ants, he had resolved to use the stones 
of the ruinous castle in his new edifice. 
Accordingly he came up the bank, follow- 
ed by the land-surveyor mentioned upon 
a former occasion, who was also in the 
habit of acting, as a sort of architect 
in case erf necessity. In -drawing the 
{dans, &c. Glpsain was in the custom of 
relying upon his own skill. Bertram's 

back was towards them as they came up 
* 8 
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ihe ascent, asid he ym& quite du^ouded 
bjF the brancfaesr of the large tree, «o 4Jhe(t 
Glossia wa$ not awBEre of the ppesrace 
of the stranger tiU he was dose upon 
bimi 

^^ Yes^ sir, as I ha^e often said before^ 

to you, the Old Place is a pe»fe($t quarry 

of hewn ^one, andritiirould fae- better fyt 

the estate if it were all. dtMvts^sitioe it is' 

only a den for moxEg^!&^i^ At t^tsin*^ 

fltant Bertrimi turned short round upon 

Glosfiin at the distance of two 3'iMrdi^;Oii)^ 

— <• Would you destroy tiie eaMie, tM*f*'' 

— Jlis fkce, person, and* voioe, .were weic^ 

actly those of his father iahiirbe^t' days^^ 

that Glossao, h6^ng his exdMMtion^ and^ 

seeing such a sudden s^aiitton in the 

shape of his patnm, and e(ln nearly 'the 

very spot where he had expired, Almost' 

thought the gi^ve had given up its dead-! 

— He? staggered back two or three paces, 

as if be had received a suddien and^destdly 

wound. He instantly recovered' however 

his presence of mind, stimulated by the 



ihfilHng rafleotitttt l^t it wm no kibdbte* 
ant of the other world which stood ^bei^ 
^le hkn^ but ml ii^uted man^ wiiom the 
slightest want of dexteri^ on his fmrt 
ni^t 'lead to mqiumitanee with his fights, 
and the meaiM tcf a«mtif^ ihem to hk 
fitter destraetiim* ¥et his ideas were so 
much oonfiised by 4he tffaock he had re* 
cei¥od, that his sAnt question ^ttock of 
tht alamw 

ff.in dieiiiafliAof ^SS^i liow come yea 
hortP 

^^Sme^ siri I landed a quarter of aa 
himr mace in the little harbour b^ieath 
4be castle, eiMl wm employkg a m&m&nifn 
teisiu« m viewkig these fine jriUM ; I trust 
thwe k tto iMranion ?^ ^ 

^ Iffkrusiofii, sir F'^no, sir/^ said Glossan, 
k ^loflie degree recovering his iMreath, imd 
then n^bispered a few wwds into his com* 
|ttiik3di^ tar^ iniio immediately left Mm 
and descefid^ towards l^e bouse. ^ hk* 
trusion, sir ?— no, sir,— you or any gei^e« 
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man are welcome to satisfy your curio« 
sity/' . . . 

" I thank you, sir. They call this the 
Old Place, I aoi informed ?** 

" Yes, sir ; in distinction to the New 
Place, my house there bdow/^ :. 

Glossin, it must he remarked, was, da- 
ring the following dialogue, on the one 
hand eager to learn what local recollec- 
tions young Bertram had retained of the 
scenes of his iqfao^^ aistdt on the other, 
compelled to be extremely cautiou^'ia IsH 
replies, lest he shbuld a\)^akei\ of assist 
by some name, [phrase, .or abecdote, the 
dumberii^ triiia of a^sQciati<^.,'. He: suf. 
fered, indeed, j. during r th^; , whok :scenei 
the agonies which he; so rifihly .dp*$iyed:f 
y«t his pride' and interest, like the forti- 
tude of a North American Indiaix, mannod. 
him to sustain the tortures- inflicted at 
once by the contending stingy of a guilty 
conscience, of hatred, of fear, apd of sus. 
pidon. 
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" I wish to ask the name, sir, of the fa- 
mily to whom this stately ruin belongs ?" * 

" It is my property, sir ; my name is 
Glossin." 

" Glossin — Glossin P* repeated Brown, 
as if the answer were somewhat different 
from what he expected, " I beg your par- 
don, Mr Glossin ; I am apt to be very ab- 
sent. — May I ask if the castle has been 
long in your family ?** 

<* It was built, I believe, long ago, by a 
£tmily called Mac-Dingawaie," answered 
Glossin, suppressing for obvious reasons 
the more familiar sound of Bertram, which 
m^ht have awakened the recollections 
which he was anxious to lull to rest, and 
slurring with an evasive answer the ques- 
tion concerning the endurance of his own 
possession. 

" And how do you read the half-defaced 
motto, sir, which is upon that scroll above 
the entablature with the arms ?" 

" I— -I— I really do not exactly know,** 
replied Glossin. 
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" I should be qpt to re^ it, Oar Right 
make$ our Might.*' 

. " I believe it is pomething of that 
kind/' 

/^May J asl?# sir, if it is your family 
WPtto?" 

*« N— n—no— no— not ours, TJtwtt jl^, I 
believe the mqtto of the .fQ^^aier peopl&w 
^ne is— miue is-^n f^ct J h^,ve had sgcc^e 
correspondence with lif r Cumixiing of tl^ 
X^i^pn-pffice in jEdinburgh, about mine. He 
writes ^ theKjlosains ^ncienl^y bqre for ,^ 
UpipttQ» ^ He who t^l^es it nui)ces if 

<^ If ijl^^e be any wcettaipt/^ i^]^ and 
|ihe c^^ .were xx^n^ I would assume the 
<44 motto, wbic^ ^9^ws 4^ ^me the better 
qfthptwo.'* 

Xjlossin, who«e tonjgue by thi^ time 
clove to the roof of his mouth, only sui* 
swered by a nod* 

<< It is odd enough^" paid Bertram, fixing 
his eye upon the arms ,^n4 g^jte- way, ;imd 
partly addressing Glc^piD, pai^y as it were 
thinking aloud— ^< it is q44 <tbe tfi^ 
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'which our menmy piays us; the retmiants 
of an dbd prophecy, or «piig, or rhyiae, of 
some kind or other, return to my recol}ec« 
tion vfoci healing that motto— stay^tt is a 
ttinaDge jingle of sounds : 

<< The ^Mk Ahall he light. 

And the wrong made right. 

When Bertram^s right and Bertram^s might 

Shtdl meet on— « 

«I«iiinot r^wiemfeer tlw brt line^on some 
particular height-^jfei^^ is the rhyme, I 
am sure ; but I cannot "bit ttpon the pre« 
c«ling word.** 

'" Goflfbund your memory,*' thought 
Gkmsin, ** you remember by finr top much 
f>f it.'* 

**. There are other Thymes connected 
with these early recollections : Pray, sir, 
is there any song current in this part of 
the world respecting a daughter of the 
King of the Isle of Man eloping with a 
Scottish knight T 

b2 
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r " I am the worst person in the world to 
consult upon legendary antiquities/* an- 
swered Glossin. 

** I could sing such a ballad/* said Ber- 
tram, **from one end to another when I 
was a boy. You must know I left Scot- 
land, which is my native country, very 
young, and those who brought me up dis- 
couraged all my attempts to preserve re- 
collection of my native land, on account, I 
believe, of a boyish' wish which I ha4 to 
escape from their charge." 

" Very natural," said Glossin, but speak- 
ing as if his utmost efforts were unable tp 
unseal his lips beyond the width of a quar- 
ter of an inch, so that his whole utterance 
was a kind of compressed muttering, very 
different fr^m the round bold bullying 
voice with which he usually spoke. In- 
deed his appearanqe and demeanour du- 
ring all this conversation seemed to dimi- 
nish even his strength and stature, so that 
he withered as it were into the shadow of 
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Mmself, . now advancing one foot, now the 
other, now stooping and wriggling his 
shoulders, now fumbling with the buttons 
of his waistcoat, now clasping his hands 
together, — in short, he was the picture of 
a mean-spirited shuffling rascal in the very 
agonies of detection. To these appear- 
ances Bertram was totally inattentive, be- 
ing dragged on as it were by the current 
of his own associations.. Indeed, although 
he addressed Glossin, he was not. so much 
thinking of him, as arguing upon the em- 
barrassing state- of. his own feelings and 
secollection. •« Yes,'* he said,.".! preseiyed 
my language among the sailors, most of 
whom spoke English, and when I could 
get into a corner by myself, I used to sing 
all that song over firom. beginning to:end-r^ 
I have -forgot it all now— but I rememijet 
the tune well, though I cannot gqess what 
should at present so strongly recall it to 
my memory." • 

He took his flageolet from his pocket; 
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and {^ed a sicaple melody. Apparently 
f^e tuae awpke th^ correspoaduig ^ssocia^ 
Horn of a damsel^ wl^ at 9, fine spring a)>out. 
balf way 4own the ide^cw^ and which l^ad 
OBce supplied the castle with water, waa. 
engaged w blea^hif^ lioen* She imioe?. 
diately itook pp the soog : 

^' Are these the links of Forth, she said. 

Or are they the crooks of Dee, 
Or the boimie woods of Warroch-head 

That I so fiun would see s'^ 



f^ By heaVen/^ said Bertram, ** it k the 
very ballad ! I must learn these words fcom 
fliegirl.'' 

f • Concision !** thought Glosain, « if I 

ouinot put a stop to this, all will be out* 

O the devil take all ballads and ballade 

makers, and ballad-singers ; and that d— d 

jade too, to set up her pipe !-«*^You will 

have time enough for this upon some other 

occasion,'' he said aloud ; «• at present **--.. 

(for now he saw his emissary with twa or 

13 
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thre^ men coming up the bi»nk») ^ at pre« 
seat we must h^ve (somis more seriouB coiu 
versationi together/' 

«< How do y^^ mean, air ?'' said BertnuSt 
turaipg shoit upon him, and not hkiog ihe 
toBe which h^ made use of, 

** Why^ »ir, as to that~I believe yoar 
iiaioe is Browa ?" « 

« And what of that, sir r 

Gioa^ looked over his shoulder to see 
how ojear his party bad approached ; they 
w^e isomiog &8t on. ^ Vanbeest Brown ?. 
if I wstake not/^ 

^ And what of that, sir i"* said Betrtramn 
with increfising aatonishment and di2q[>lea« 
sure. 

** Wxy^ in that cl3et" said Glossin, ob- 
senmg his friends bad now got upon the 
kvel space close beside them—*' in that 
Cise ypi^L are my prisoner m the king's 
sal^e r'^At the ^ame time be stretched his 
^W94 tawArds Bertram's (;ollar, while two 
«f ii^e wen who had cooie up sei;»d upoa 
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his arms ; he shook himself, however, free 
rf their grasp by a violent effort, in whiich 
he pitched the most pertinacious down the 
bank, and, drawing his cutlass, stood on 
the defensive, while those who had felt 
his strength recoiled from his presence, 
and gazed at a safe distance. . ^ Observe," 
he called out at the same- time, ** that I 
have no purpose to resist legal authority j 
satisfy me that you have a magistrate's 
warrant, and are authorised to make this 
arrest, and I will obey it quietly ; but let 
no man who loves his life venture to ap-. 
proach me, till I am satisfied for what 
crime, and by whose authority^ I am ap* 
prehended." 

• Glossin then caused one of the oflScers 
thew a warmii't for the apprehension of 
Vanbeest Brown, accused of the crime of 
wilfully and maliciously shooting at Charles 
Hazlewood, younger^ of Hazlewood, with 
an intent to kill, and also of other crimes 
and misdemeanours, and which appointed 
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faim^ having been sa apprehended, to be 
bfoiight before the next magistrate for 
examination. The warrant being formal, 
and the fact such as he could not deny, 
Bertram threw down his weapon, and sub- 
mitted himself to the officers, who, flying 
on him with eagerness corresponding to 
their former pusillanimity, were about to 
load him with irons, alleging the strength 
and activity which he had displayed, as a 
justification of this severity. But Glossin 
was ashamed or afraid to permit this un- 
necessary insult, and directed the prisoner 
to be treated with all the decency, and 
even respect, that was consistent with safe- 
ty. Afraid,^ however, to introduce him into 
his own house, where still further subjects 
of recollection might have been suggested, 
and anxious at the same timis to cover his 
own proceedings by the sanction of an- 
other's authority, he ordered his carriage 
(for he had lately set up a carriage) to be 
got ready, and in the meantime directed 
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rdbeshments to be given to tine prisoner 
«nid the officers, who occupied one of Hne 
rooms in the oH castle, until the neans cf 
coBwyance should be pnmded^ 
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CHAPyEB JUL 



-Qring in the evidence- 



Thou robed man of justice, take thy place^ 
An*d th6u, his ydk^-felloW of equity, 
Bcfnoh by^i side— you are of the ebifaiujjjdi^ 
^itynU'tOfL 

KingLc€r, 

Whoe tjie Carriage was getting ready^ 
Glosain had a letter to compose, about 
which he wasted no small time. It was 
to his neighbour, as he was fond of calling 
him. Sir Robert Hazlewood of Hazlewoodt 
the head of an ancient and powerful inte« 
rest in the country, which had in the deca«i 
dence of the Ellangowan i^mily gradually 
succeeded to myuch of their authority and. 
influence. The present representative of 
|he f«(aUy w#9 m elderly man, dotwgly 
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fond of his own family, which was limited 
to an only son and daughter, and stoically 
indifferent to the fate of all mankind be- 
sides. For the rest, he was honourable in 
his general dealings, because he was afraid 
to suffer the censure of the world, and just 
from a better motive. He was presump-. 
tuously over- conceited on the score of fa- 
mily pride and importance, a feeling con- 
siderably enhanced, by his late succession 
to the title of a Nova Scotia Baronet; and 
he hated the memory of the EUangowan fa* 
mily, though now a memory only, because 
a certain baron of that house was tradi- 
tionally reported to have caused the found- 
er of the Hazlewood famify hold his stir- 
rup until he mounted into his saddle. In 
his general deportment he was pompous 
iind important, affecting a species of flo- 
rid elocution, which often became ridicu- 
lous from his misarranging the triads and 
quaternions with which he loaded his sen- 
tcrices. 

To this personage Glossin was now to 
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write in such a conciliatory style as might 
be most acceptable to his vanity and fa- 
mily pride, and the following was the form 
of his card. 

. <^ Mr Gilbert Glossin'* (he longed to add 
of EUangowan, but prudence prevailed, 
and he suppressed that territorial designa- 
tion) *' Mr Gilbert Glossin has the honour 
to o^er his n\ost respectful compliments 
,ta Sir Robert Haidewood, and to inform 
hitp,^ that hq b^s this morning been fbrtu- 
ioate jenoughi to secure the person who 
wounded Mr C. Hazlewood^ As Sir Rb* 
,bert Ha2dewood may probably chaise to 
conduct tb^: exami9at;iQn; of this criminal 
hjma^i Mr G.Crlossia will casise the man 
to be <;ai:ried to the inn at Kdppletringan; 
or to Huzle wood- house, as Sir Robert Ha^ 
zlewqod may be pleased to direct : And» 
with Sir Robert Hazlewood's permissionj 
IS^ G. Glossin will attend him at either 
of these places with the proofs and decla* 
rations wj^ch he has beeiv sp fortunate as 
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to collect xespecting this aftrocioiis busi« 
ness." 

Addressed, 
«< Sib Robert Hazlewoop of Hctzle- 
^< wood, Bart Hn^lewoo^Hoase^ 
*« &c. &c. 

Ell* G*. ) 
Tnedily. J 

T^iis card he di^psitched bjr a s^rVsUit 
011 horsebaick, and, having giVfeti the mail 
some time to g6t i^hetiifl, ted detftfed him 
t0 ride &8t^ he brdep^d twd dfeciiM of ju^ 
Mdfe lb get into 4k% tiuAkge with B&rfHtfll; 
rad he iiiviselfj i|ioa»iiog hili botie, ttc- 
tonqumied them ki a cil&W page ^Htlii6 
pcHint ttrheoe 4;he xMds to Kq^pleit'hig^ti 
{Hod Hadewood-'hoiiM se^ahttedi atad the^e 
aafjtidted the return ^ hila Uaeissenget, ia 
(tol6r that his &irther Toilte might be de^ 
tefnined by^he ahBwer he should teceivte 
66m thie Barbndt. In -aboM hdf an hdtrr 
Im sen^^M^t rebcirMd irith 4Jie fbflowing 
mafomty handsomdy ^Ided, and tHied 
with the Hazlewood arms, and having the 



Nova Scotia badge depetididg ftom ther 
shield. 

• 

^< Sir 9^bert iKaslewood of Hladfewt)Od, 
returns Mr G^ ^HtDSsin^B compliment^r, and 
tliaoks him for the trouble he has taken 
in > matter aflfec^tig^ the safety of Sir 
Roberfrs family. Sk R, Hi inquests Mr 
Gr»i6» will have the goodiiess to bring the 
pnaooer to Hazlewoo^^house for e:?fami- 
natioiif. with the ot^ier prooft or declara- 
tions which he nientioH8« And after the 
biftsinesB is.over^ in caie M^ G.G\ is not 
olliefiwise engaged, Sir R; and Lady Ha- 
zlewfoodr request his^oolqopany to dinner/' 
Addressed, 

^^ :Mb ©iLBBRT GliOSSIN^^ &C« 
Tuesday/* J 

« Soh !*' thought Mr Glossin, « here is 
(me "finger in at least, and that I wjill ma^e 
the means df introducing my vrjiole hand^ 
Put I mustfirst get cleaif of this wretched 
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young fellow.*— I think I can manage Sir 
Robert. He is dull and pompous, and 
will be alike disposed to listen to my sug- 
gestions upon the law of the case, and' to 
assume the credit of acting upon them as 
his own proper motion. So I i^all have 
the advantage of being the real ms^ish 
trate, without the odium of responsibility/' 
As he cherished these hopes and expecta- 
tions, the carriage approached Hazlewood- 
house, through a noble avenue of old 
oaks, which shrouded the ancient abbey- 
resembling building so called. It was 
a large edifice built at different periods, 
part having actually been a priory, upon 
the suppression of which, in the time of 
Queen Mary, the first of the family had 
obtained a gift of the house and surround- 
ing lands from the crown. It was plea- 
santly situated in a large deer-park, on the 
banks of the river we have before men- 
tioned. The scenery around was of a 
dark, solemn, and somewhat melancholy 
cast, according well with the architecture 
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of the house. Every thing appeared to 
be kept in the highest possible order, and 
announced the opulence and rank of the 
proprietor. -^ 

As Mr Glossin's carriage stopped at the 
door of the hall. Sir Robert reconnoitred 
the new vehicle from the windows. Ac- 
cording to his aristocratic feelings, there 
was a degree of presumption in this novus 
hamo^ this Mr G. Glossin, late writer ill 
• ^, presuming to set up such an accommo- 
dation at all ; but his wrath was mitigated 
when he observed that the mantle upon 
the pannels only bore a plain cypher of 
G. G. This apparent modesty was indeed 
solely owing to the delay of Mr Gumming 
of the Lion Office, who, being at that time 
engaged in discovering and matriculating 
the arms of two commissaries from North 
America, three English-Irish peers, and 
two great Jamaica traders, had been more 
slow than usual in finding an escutcheon 
for the new Laird: of Ellangowan. But his 
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delay told to the advantage crf^ Glossia in 
the opinion of the proud Baronet 

While the officers of justide d^taitied 
their prisoner in a sort of steward's • roQtti, 
Mr Giossin was w^ered into what was 
called die ^great x^ak-parlour, a long room 
pannelled' with well«vamistied^ waid»cot^ 
and adorned with the grim portraits of 
Sir Robert HazlQWood's ancestry. The 
visiter, vdio had no internal conseiousness 
of wof di to balance that of meann^ss^ of 
birth,. fdt his inferiority, and, by the depth 
cf his bow and die obsequiousness of his' 
demean(Hu*9 showed that the Laird of El« 
langowan was sunk for the time in the old 
Md submissive habits of the quondam re» 
tainerefthelaw^ He would have persudded> 
bimself, indeed, th^ he was only humcxiir* 
ing the pride of die old Baronet, for tbef 
purpose of tinning them to his own advan« 
tage ; but his fedings were of a midgied 
nature, and he Mt the influence oi those 
very prejudfcef^^ i^cli he pretend^ to^ 
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flatter. The ^Baronet received him 'with 
thatxondeiottiding p&rade which wasimeant 
t£ once'ta>&slEtert his own vast superiority, 
and rto shew the ^eaecosity and courtesjr 
mdi^riii^h he codd waivieit, and descend 
to limHlevielM(rf^ oniinarycbnvarsafcM^ 
affdinary men. He thanked GHbssin fer 
his attention to ia matter in vrkdjch ^ young 
ilaudewDod'^ was bo iaitimatdy cosicenied, 
and,^ pointing to iiis family pictiures^ ockb- 
aerved^ Srith a gracious smiley '^ Iiidebd 
dKse verMTable gentletneni Mr -Glosmn^ 
are as nsoohiobli^d as I km in this casein 
foo: the labour, pains, care, and troabl^ 
isdncfa }Mm faar?e tabm i^ behalf ; and 

iim^k noidoubt, <90ere^ey capable of ^ck- 
imteing tkcnxssdtfi^s,' wocdd join me, sir, in 
"tihnddDg iji(Ki fiBT'tlie'&vour you have con- 
ferred upon the house of -Hazlewood by 
tfikfflg care 4ind:tF0idyler>c^, tand interest, 
ia' behalf loff the -yousig igantteman -who is 
1» oontioue their- name and family.'^ 
~ Thince bowed Olossin, tmd >6ach time 

V0L,1IU . -^ c 



'50 OUT MANNERIKG. 

inore pro&undly^ than . before j once in 
lionour of the knight /who stood upright 
before him, once in respect to the quiet 
personages who patiently .hung upon the 
iwainscbt, and a. third time in deference to 
the young gentleman who was to can^ oil 
their name and family. Roturicr as he 
was, Sir Kobert was gratified by the ho- 
mage which he rendered, and proceeded in 
a tone of gracious familiarity : << And now, 
Mr Glossin, my exceeding good friend^ 
you must allow me to avail myself of your 
Jknowledge of law in our proceedings in 
i\m matter. I. am not much in the habit 
of acting as a justice of the peace ; it suits 
better with other gentlemen, whose domes- 
>tic and' family affairs require less constant 
superintendance, attention, and manage- 
ment than mine." 

Of course, whatever smaU. assistance Mr 
Xjrlossin could render was entirely at Sir 
Robert Hazlewood^s service ; but, as Sir 
JElobert Ha^lewood's name stood high in 

11 
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the list of thefacult^^ the said Mr Glossin 
could not presume to hope it could be 
either necessary or useful. 

•< Why, my good sir, you will understand 
me to mean the practical knowledge of 
the ordinary details of justiceJ^usiness. I 
was indeed educated to the bar^ and might 
boast perhaps at one time, that I had made 
some progress in the speculativet and ab« 
stract, and abstruse doctrines of our mu- 
nicipal code^ but there is in the present 
day so little opportunity of a man of family 
and fortune rising to that eminence at the 
bar, which is attained by adventurers who 
are as willing to plead for John a Nokes as 
for the first noble of the land, that I was 
really early disgusted with practice. The 
first case, indeed, vftnch was laid on my 
table, quite sickened me; it respected a 
bargain, sir, of tallow, between a butcher 
and a candle-maker ; and I found it was 
expected that I should grease my mouth, 
not only with their vulgar names^ but with 
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*H ihe technical terms, and phrases, and 
^culiar language, of their dirty arts. Up- 
on my honour, my good sir, I have never 
been able to bear the smdil of- a tdllow* 
candle «nce." 

Ktyitig, as seemed to be expected, the 
liAfeart iise to which the fiaronefs faculties 
bad been degraded on this melancholy loc- 
Casion, Mr Glossin offered to officiate ms 
^erk or ai^sessor, or any way in which be 
cotild be most trsefUL ** And with a view 
to possessing you of the ^ole business, 
atidm^e first place, there will, I belietie, 
bfe Tib difRculty4n proving the main fact^ 
thdt this was tbe person who iired the un- 
liappy piece, Sbould he deny it, it can be 
proved by Mr Hazlewood, I presume?" • 

« Yoiitig Hazlewood h rvot at home to- 
fiay, Mr Glossin," 

« But we can have the oath of theTser- 
Vant who attended him ; indeed I hardly 
think the fact will be disputed. I iam more 
apprehensive, that, from the too fa^wnitable 
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and indiilgient manner in which. I have 
uaden^od tbf^t Mf Ha^kwood hi^- boesBk 
pleased to represent the bustoesA, the s/sh 
sault may be considered as accidental, ao4 
Ilia ii^ury «8 unintentiaaal,^ sp that the feU 
low m^y be immediately set at Iiberty» td 
do- mom mischief." 

^< I have nQt the hOfioaip ta kaOw tile 
g««ltleinai9 who hqw hoMia tihe c^ee ctf 
kAfig:^ ddyocate^f' replied Sir Robert^ grayer 
ly ; *^ bnfe I pre^nae, air-rHia^i I am codn 
fideiiii that b^iwijyicQP9idea;thie: mem fact 
of h^jvio^ w^wded yoiiQg> Hazlewood of 
H^^l^w^od^ even) by inadvertency, to take 
thfi^n»4tt^rinit9^j|»ildeatt^kid gentle^ and 
iq^ ils^mqslk &voiirab\e and improbable U^dI^ 
aflk a <vnme which will be too easily atoned 
by iaip^sjonment^ and as more deserving 
of deportation.'* 

<^ Indeed, i^ Robert*" said his : assienU 
ing brother in justice, *^ I am entirely of 
your opinion j but> I don't know how it 
is, I have^ (Served the Edinburgk gende«' 
men of the. bar> and even the officers of 
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the crown, pique themselves upon' an in- 
different administration of justice, without 
respect to rank and family ; and I should 

fear ^ 

- " HoW| sir, without respect to rank and 
family ?— Will you. tell me that doctrine 
can be held by men ot birth and legal 
e4ucation ?-^No, sir ; if a trifle stolen in 
^e street is termed mere pickery, but 
ia elevated into sacrilege if the crime be 
committed in a- church, so^ according to 
the just gradations of society, the guilt of 
an injury i« enhanced by the rank of the 
person to whom it is offered^ done^ or com* 
mitted, sir/' Glosinn bowed low to this 
declaration ex cathedra, but observed, that 
ia case of the very worst, and of such un^. 
natural doctrines being actually held as he 
had already hinted, *^ the taw had another 
hold on Mr Vanbeest Brown.*' 

*VVanbcest Brown? is that the fellow's 
name ! Good God ! that young Hazle- 
wood of Hazlewood should have had his 
life endangered^ the clavicle of his right 
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sbottlder considerably lacerated . and dis- 
lodged^ several^ large drops or slugs de^ 
posited in the acromion process^ as the* 
account of the family surgeon expressly- 
bears, and all by an obscure wretch named 
Vanbeest Brown !*' 

" Why, really. Sir Robert, it is a thing" 
which one can hardly bear to think of;; 
but, begging ten thousand pardons for re«^^ 
suming what I was about to say, a person' 
of the same name is^ as appears from these' 
papers (producing Dirk Hatteraick's pock^^ 
et^book,)^ mate to the smuggling vessel^ 
whose crew offered such violence at Wood- 
bourne, and I have no doubt that this is 
the same individual ; which, however, your 
acute discrimination will easily be able to 
ascertain." 

'^ The same, my good sir, he must assu-. 
redly be — it would be injustice even to the 
meanest of the people to suppose there 
could be found wnong them /a;o . persons* 
doomed to bear a name so shocking to 
one's .ears as this of Vanbeest. Btown**' 
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. ^i True, Sir. Robert ; mosb unquestioii- 
ably ; there cdsanat be a shadow: of doubt 
ofcit^But you sea fiirther, tiiat this cir» 
cttmstapDQoe iaecounts foe the' man's despe^. 
TSAe conduct. You, Sir Robert, will dis«« 
cover the motive for his crime — ^you, I say, 
will discover it without difficulty, on your 
gating your mind to the examination } for 
my party I cannot help suspecting the 
moving spring to liave been revenge for 
the gallantry with; which Mr Hasdewood^. 
widL all the spirit af his renowned fore*. 
&titers, defended the house at Wooclboucne 
against this viUaxn and his lawless eompa<* 

^< I will: enquire^ into it^ my good sir«. 
Yet even^ now: I venture to conjecture 
that I shall adopt the solution or ei^hma-- 
lion of iMs riddle, enigma, oc mystery, 
which you have in some degree tbusr start- 
ed:. Yes ! revenge it must be— -and, good 
Hea^ven ! entertained by and against whom ?^ 
-^Qtertained, fostered, cherished, against' 
YounfiT Hazlewood of BaztonKK)od^ Mid 4m ' 



pact Qsurndd ii^ 69^t^:e:!^eciUed|r s^^il im- 
pleoi^Ble^ by t^ ba|i4 of Vanbeest BFowa! 
These are dreadful days indeed, my wojo 
thy neighbour (this epithet indicated a ra^ 
pid advance in the Baronet's good graces) 
—days when the bulwarks of society are 
shaken to their mighty base, and that rank 
which forms, as it were, its highest grace 
and ornament, is mingled and confused 
with the viler parts of the architecture. O, 
my good Mr Gilbert Glossin, in my time^ 
sir, the use of swords and pistols, and such 
honourable arms, was reserved by the no- 
bility and gentry to themselves, and the 
disputes of the vulgar were decided by the 
weapons which nature had given them, or 
by cudgels cut, broken, or hewed out of 
the next wood. But now, sir, the clouted 
shoe of the peasant galls the kibe of the 
courtier. The lower ranks have their quar- 
rels, sir, and their points of honour and 
their revenges, which they must bring 
forsooth to fatal arbitrement. But well, 
well! it will last my time— let me have 
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in this fellow, this Vanbeest Brown, and 
make an end of him at least for the pre- 
sent/* 
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CHAPTER IV. 



.'T^ras he 



Gave beat into the iDJury, which returned ' 
Like a petard ill lighted into the botom< 
Of him gave fire to't . Yet I hope his hurt . 
la not 80 dangerous but he may recover. 

F&ir Maid of the Inn^ 

The prisoner was now presented before 
the two worshipful magistrates. Glossing 
partly from some compunctious visitings^ 
and .partly, out . of his cautious resolution 
to suffer Sir Robert Hazlewood to be the 
ostensible manager of the whole examina- 
tion, looked down upon the table, and bu- 
sied himself with reading and arranging 
the papers- respecting the-* business, only 
now and then throwing in a. skilful catch^ 
word as prompter, when he saw the prin- 
cipal and apparently most active magis- 
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strate stand in need of a hint. As for Sir 
Robert Hazlewood, he assumed on his part 
a happy mixture of the austerity of the 
justice, combined with the display of per- 
sonal dignity appertaining to the baronet 
of ancient family; 

<< There, constables, let him. stand there 
at the bottom, of the tablBiTrrBe so good as 
look me in the face, sir, and raise your 
voice as you answer the questions which 
I am going to put to you.** 

" May I beg, in the first place, to know, 
Qir»:who it is that. lakfis. the trouble tain- 
t0tirog%te mef for the honest gentlemeh 
who have bnlug^ me' here have not been 
pleaaied to ^iumish^ siay information upon 
^tpoinf 

^^ And pra}^ siiv ^hat has my name and 
quality, to di>.)ivitb (dKoriiiuestions I am about 
toiaskyour* - 

' ^^:NetldDgr]^ei^ps}:sh'^;(|but ]t<mii^ con^ 
iideiably inaiuence ';mipr, dicq^osition/ to an* 
oilier tfaem/^f ■ '. : r- • • /:.:%• 

♦* Whyii .tteni . dir/^jou^ n^tt pl«<^ to be 

10 
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informed^ that yout aie in pretence of Sir 
Robert' Hadewood of Hade^Moo^ <Qd an- 
other justice of peace for this county— 
that's aU/' 

As this inttmati^ produced a less stun- 
ning eflfect .upcm the prisoner than, he had 
ankicipatiBd;, Sir Rdjert proceeded in his 
invevfeigatkiii/with au increasing dislike to 
the object of it. 

^ la your name Yanbeest Brown, sir ?** 

*• It is." 

*^ So far well: ;*^and how are we to de- 
ngn you farther^ sir ?*' 

" Captain'in his mi^eafcy's regiment 

of horse." 

The Baronei^s ears receiTed this intima- 
tkm. with, astomshmeni ; but he was re- 
freshed in* courage by an increduloua look 
finom Glossing and by hearing' him gently 
utter B sorb of inteijectional whistle, in 
a. notO' of surprise and contempt* -^^L be- 
lieve, my friend, we shall find ibr you be^' 
fore we parti a mate bumble title^'^^ 
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** If you do^ sir, I shall willingly submit 
to any pi^nishment which such an impos*- 
ture shall be thought to deserve/' 

** Well, sir, we shall see. — Do you know 
-young Hazlewood of Hadewood ?" 

<< t never saw the gentJemani who I im 
informed bears that name, ez^ceptii^ once^ 
and I. regret, that; it was under, very un» 
pleasant circumstances." 

f' You < mean, tp acknowledge^. then, that 
you inflicted upon young HazIeWood' of 
Hazlewood^ that' wound which endangered 
his life, considerably lacerated the claviv 
cle of his right. shoulder, and. deposited, as 
the "family surgeon declares, several, large 
drops OF slugs^ in the acromion proce^ ?" 

** Why, sir, I can only say I am equidly 
ignorant and sorry for the extent of the 
damage which the young gentleman had 
sustained. I met him in a narrow path, 
walking with two ladies and a < servant^ 
and before I could either pass them pr adf> 
dress them, Jthis young Hazlewood took his 
gun from his servant, presented it against 
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my body, and commandled me iii the most 
haughty tone to stand baclc. I was nei* 
ther inclined to submit to his authority, 
nor to leave him in possession of the 
means to injure me, which he seemed dis« 
posed to use with such rashness. I there^^ 
fbre- dosed with him for the purpose of dis- 
arming him ; and just as I bad nearly ef^ 
fected my purpose, the piece went off ac- 
cidentally, and, to my regret then anti 
siuce, inflicted upon the young gentleman 
a severer chastisement than I desired, 
though I am glad to understand it is like 
to prove no more than his unprovoked foti 
ly deserved." 

" And so, silr,*' said the Baronet, every 
feature swoln with offended dignity,— 
•* You, sir, admit, sir^ that it was your 
purpose, sir^ and your intenticm, sir, and 
the real jet and object of your assault, sir/ 
to disarm young JHazlewood of Hazle- 
wood of his gun, sir, or his fowling-piece/ 
or his fuzee, or whatever you please to 
eaH iti sir, upon the king's highway, sir 
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I think this will do, my worthy neighbouc I 
I: think he should stand committed ?" 

" Yoa are by far the best judge> Sir 
Kobert ; but if I might presume to hiBt^ 
there was something about these smug* 
glers." 

^ Very true^ good sir.— And besidef^ sixi 
you Vanbeest Brown»; who call youri^fdjf 
a captaia in. his majesty's service, are na 
better or worse than a rascally mate of a 
smuggler !'* 

^< Really, sir^ you are an old gentleman^ 
and acting under some strange delusion^ 
otherwise I should be very angry with 
you." 

^< Old gentlemuan, sir ! strange delusion, 

sirl I protest and declare Why, sir„ 

have you any papera or letters that can: 
establish your pretended rank, and e&tate» 
and commission ?'' 

^' None at present, /sir y but in the retura 
of a post or two"-~-^ 

^< And how do you, sir, if you are a cap^ 
tatn in his majesty's service, how do you 
chance to be travelling in Scotland without 
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letters, of iotroduiittQi^ credeatiab, bag- 
gage^ or an}! tMng belonging to youb 
pretended rankt estate^ and condition^ m 
I said before f?V 

■ 

<< Sir, I had thef mtdbctonetorbe rdbbed 
of my clothea and baggageJ*.' . 

^< Oho ! then you:Are thegeiitleman wfa^ 
took, a; post-dtaise- from m ^ ta Kipple*> 
tringaii, gavetbe boy the slip .on the' Kmd^ 
and sent two of your accbmj^ices: to beat: 
the boy. and bfiiiig ave^.tbe baggage^' 

^^I was^stivin a cfrdage: as you desciib^; 
and lost' my wag^endeaMOuring id. find tOer 
raad ta : Kippfetrhlgiuk Thft'. laidlady:^ aSr 
the inn will : ukfoumr 7900,^ that 6a my' arri^ 
val there the next day, my first enqumesi 
were after tike boy/* 

^ Then: give, me leave to ask where^ yo»! 
spent: the mghtj#i**nDt im the snow^ I prewi 
some ? you do not suppose l^at will' pass^ i 
or be taken,, credited, and ceedved ?'^ 

** I b^ leave,.'' aaid Berkriim, his recede 
lection > tuvning tathe gypsey fismale, and 
to I the piomise he had given her^, ^. I beg 
lean^ tadceUneaniwexu^ that <|q06tki 
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" I thought as much.— Were you not 

during that night in the ruins of Dem^, 

eleugh ?— in the ruina of Derncleugh, sir ?*' 

• *< I have told you that I do not intend 

answering that question." 

<* Well, sir, then you will stand commit- 
ted, sir^ and be sent to prison, sir, that's 
aH, sir^— Have the* goodness to look at 
these papers ; are you the Vanbeest Brown 
there mentioned ?'* 

It must be remarked, that Glossin had: 
shuffled among the papers some writings 
which really did belong to Bertram, and' 
which had been found by the officers mi 
the old' vault where hia portmanteau 'waa« 
ransacked. ^- •*' li. ' 

" Some of these papers,** said Bertram,, 
looking over them, <* are mine, and wd:e 
in my portfolio when it was stolen ftom 
the post-chaise. Th^ are memoranda of-. 
little value, and, I see, have been carefully, 
selected as affording no evidence- of my 
rank or character^ which many off the 
other papers would have iestablished .ful* 
ly; Th^y are mingted wkh shiiih^acootints; 
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and other papers, belonging apparently to 
a person of the same name.*' 

^ And wilt thou attempt to persuade 
me, friend, that there are two persons in 
this country at the same time, of thy 
very uncommon and awkwardly sounding 
name ?'* 

«« I really do not see, sir, as there is an 
old Hazlewood and a young Hazlewood, 
why there should not be an old and young 
Vanbeest Brown* And, to speak seriously, 
I was educated in Holland, and I know 
tliat this name, however uncouth it may 
sound to British ears*' 

Glossin, conscious that the prisoner was 
now about to enter upon dangerous ground, 
interfered, though the interruption was un- 
necessary, for the purpose of diverting the 
attention of Sir Robert Hazlewood, who 
was speechless and motionless with indig* 
nation at the presumptuous comparison 
implied in Bertram's last speech. In f^ct, 
^e veins of his throat and of his temptes 
swelled almost to bursting, mA be sate 
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with the indigoant and disconcerted air 
of one who has received a mortal, insult 
from a quarter, to which he holds it un« 
meet and indecorous to make any reply;. 
While withk e^ beat brow aad an angiy ejfft 
he was^ drawing in his breath slowly suf^ 
majestically, and puffing it forth a^a 
with deep and solemn exQrtion». Qlpssin 
stepped in to his assistai^ce. *< I shoi^ 
tiwk^ npw, Sk ]^obei:t^. wiU). gre^^ sut^ 
miBaiofti tha(/ thisi maitt^r m»y h^ clo&ed^ 
One of dbif^f coi^ti^les^ be^e» tbe pregr 
aant ^roof . ali^eady produced^ offers tQr 
make oath, that the' 3^W4H*d of which Hi^ 
pri«o«<ff waS' tbifi oi^aiiigf diqpifived (^t^e 
u^^ it, by the vsiay,, iw, yesi^nce to a^lftrr 
gal wai^aoc) was acCiiiibUsfi t^sa fi^oflA Jima 
in the fray betweeoi the officers andf 8i«Mig*< 
glers, jiist .pi^evious to (heir aAtaek. vipotk 
Woodb0ui?iie>. Afld yet,** add^ h^ ^ I 
would; iiothaMe you : form my raaK oon-- 
^tructwin u^a that sul^eet; penhap^ the 
youag man can: oi^plaift how he caiBe by 
tliati weitpQxi.'' 
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*« That qrfeittion, ^r, I «hall also leave 
unanswered." 

*< There is yet another circumstance to 
be enquired into. This prisoner put into 
the hands of Mrs Mac&Candlish of Kipple- 
tringan, a parcel containing a variety of 
gold coins and valuable articles of differ- 
ent kinds. Perhaps^ Sir Robert, you m^ht 
think it right to ask, how he came by pro- 
perty of a description which seldom oc- 
curs ?•* 

** You, sir, MrVaribeest Brown, sir, yoa 
hear the question> sir, which the gentle- 
man asks you ?' 

«* I have particular reasons for Seclining 
to answer that question.^ 

" ITien I am afraid, sir, our duty must 
lay us under the necessity to uign a war- 
rant of committal.** 

^ As you please, sir; take care, how* 
ever, what you do. Observe that I in- 
form you that I am a captain in his majes- 
ty's •^— ^ regiment, and that I am just re- 
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turned from India, and therefore cannot 
possibly be connected with any of those 
contraband traders you talk of ; that my 
Lieutenant-Colonel is presently at Noti 
tingham, the Major, with the officers of 
iny corps, at Kingston-upon-Thames ; I 
offer before you both to submit to any 
degree of ignominy, if; within the return 
of the Kingston and Nottingham posts, I 
.am not able to establish these points. Or 
you may write to the agent for the regi- 
ment, if you please, and*' 

** This is all very well, sir,'* said Glossing 
beginning to fear lest the firm expostula-^ 
tion of Bertram should make some impres- 
sion on Sir Robert, who would almost have 
died of shame at committing such a sole- 
cism as sending a captain of horse to jaiL-^ 
" This is all very well, sir ; but is there no 
person nearer whom you could refer to ?** 

" There are only two persons in this 
country who know any thing of me. One 
is a plain Liddesdale sheep*farmer, called 
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Dinmont of Charlies-hope ; but he knows 
nothing more of md than what I told him« 
and what I now tell you.*' 

*' Why, this is well enough. Sir Robert ! 
I suppose he would bring forward this thick- 
skulled fellow to give his oath of credulity. 
Sir Robert, ha, ha, ha P' 

" And what is your other witness, 
friend ?'' said the Baronet* 

*^ A gentleman whom I have some re« 
luctance to mention, because of certain 
private reasons ; but under "whose com^ 
mand I served some time in India, and 
.who is too much a man of honour to re- 
fuse his testimony to my character as a 
€M>ldier and a gentleman/' 

^* And who is this doughty witness, 
pray, sir ?— some half-pay quarter-master 
QT Serjeant, 1 suppose ?" 

^* Colonel Guy Mannering, late of the 
— — regiment, in which, as I told you, I 
Jiave a troop/* 

«• Colonel Guy .Mannering !" thought 
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Glossin, ^^ ^tio :tlie devil could liave goeBB* 
edtfiisJ** 

« Colonel Gay Maimeri©g ?'* echoed 
ibe Baronet, coasideimbly Bhaken in iiis 
c^hioni, ^^ My ^ood Bir^'^-*-«patt to Glos^ 
gin, <^the young man with a dfeadj&lfy 
plebeian name, and a good 4eal of xaodest 
assurance, has nevef theless wmething of 
the tone, and manners, aiid feeling of a 
genUeman, of one at least who )has Ir^d 
in good society— they do give coiamis* 
sions very ioosdy, and carele^ly, and in- 
accurately, in India— 'I think we had tiet- 
ter paqse till Colonel Mann^ing ^shali te- 
turn; ^lieis now, IbeMeve,^ Edinburgh.^ 

"You are in every respect the best 
judge, Sir Robert,' -answered Glossin, ** in 
eveiy possible respect. I would 0!ily;$tfb. 
mit to you, that we are certainly bar<i)y 
tentided to dismiss this man i:qpKMi «m'as- 
seition which cani^ot be satisfied by proof, 
and that we shall incur a heavy i^iespmia- 
bility by detaimng him in private custody, 
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without committing him to a public jail. 
Undoubtedly you are the best judge, Sit 
Robert*;— and I would only say, for my 
own part, that I very lately incurred severe 
censure by detaining a person in a place 
which I thought perfectly secure, and un- 
der the custody of the proper officers. The 
man made his escape, and I have no doubt 
my ovm character for attention and cir- 
cumspection as a magistrate has in some 
degree suffered— I only hint this— I will 
join in any step you, Sir Robert, think 
most advisable.'^ But Mr Glossin was well 
aware that such a hint was of power suffi- 
cient to decide the motions of his self^im* 
portant, but not self-relying colleague. So 
that Sir Robert Hazlewood summed up 
the business in the following speech, which 
proceeded partly upon the supposition of 
the prisoner being really a gentleman, and 
partly upon the opposite belief that he was 
a villain and an assassin* 

^ Sir, Mr Vanbeest Brown— I would call 
you Captain Brown if there was the least 

VOL. III. D 
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veasoiif or cause, or grounds to suppose 
that you are a captain, or bad a troop la 
the very respectable corps you mention, or 
indeed in any other corps in his majesty's 
service, as to which circumstance I beg to 
be understood to give no positive, settled, 
or aindterable judgment, declaration, or 
opinion. I say. therefore, sir, Mr Brown, 
we have determined, considering the un- 
pleasant predicament in which you now 
stand, having been robbed, as you say, an 
assertion as to which I suspend my opinion, 
and being possessed of muqh and valuable 
treasure, and of a brassrhandled cutlass be- 
sides, as to your obtaining which you will 
iavour us with no explanation — I say, sir, 
cwjB have determined and resolved, and 
made up our minds, to commit you to jail, 
or rather to assign you an apartment there- 
in, in order that you may be forthcoming 
upon Colonel Mannering's return from 
Edinburgh." 

>« With humble submission. Sir Robert,'* 
Md^d Glossin, «< may I enquire if it is your 
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purpose to send this young gentleman to 
the county jail? — ^for if that were not your 
settled intention, I would take the liberty 
to hint, that there would be less hardship 
in sending him to the S^^idewell at Port- 
anferry, where he can bS secured without 
public exposure^ a circumstance which, 
upon the mere chance of his story being 
really true, is much to be avoided." 

" Why there is a guard of soldiers at 
Portanferry, to be sure, for protection of 
the goods in the custom-house ; and upon 
the whole, considering every thing, and 
that the place is comfortable for such a 
place, I say, all things considered, we will 
commit this person, I would rs^ther say au- 
thorize him to be detained, in the work- 
house at Portanferry/' 

The warrant was made out accordingly, 
and Bertram was informed he was nei^t 
morning to be removed to his place of cotl- 
finement, as Sir Robert had determined he 
should not be taken there under cloud of 
filght, for fear of rescue* He was, during 
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the interval, to be detained at Hazlewood* 
house. 

<< It cannot be so hard as my imprison- 
ment by the Looties in India," he thoitght, 
^ nor can it last so long. But the deuce 
take the old formal dunderhead, and his 
more sly associate, who speaks always un« 
der his breath,— they cannot understand a 
plain man's story when it is told them.*' 

In the meanwhile Glossin took leave 
of the Baronet, with a thousand respectful 
bows and cringing apologies for not accept- 
ing his invitation to dinner, and venturing 
to hope he might be pardoned in paying 
Im respects to him, Lady Hazlewood, and 
young Mr Hazlewood, upon some future 
occasion. 

** Certainly, sir,*' sai^ the Baronet, very 
graciously. ^^ I fa<^ our family was never 
at any time deficient in civility to our 
neighbours J and when I ride that way, 
good Mr Glossin, I will convince you of 
this by callifig at your house as familiarly 
as is consistfeM — that is, as can be hoped 
or expected."—— 
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" And now,** said Glossin to himself; 
«* to find Dirk Hatteraick and his people, 
to get the guard sent off the custom-house, 
and then for the grand cast of the dice. 
Every thing must depend upon speed. — 
How lucky that Mannering has betaken 
himself to Edinburgh ! his knowledge of 
this young fellow is a most perilous addi« 
tion to my dangers,** — here he suffered his 
horse to slacken his pace-^** What if I 
should try to compound with the heir ?— 
It*s likely he might be brought to pay a 
round sum for restitution, and I could give 
up Hatteraick— But no, no, no ! there were 
too many eyes on me, Hatteraick himself, 
and the gypsey sailor, and that old hag-« 
No^ no ! I must stick to my original plan.** 
And with that he struck his spurs to his 
horse's flanks, and rode forward at a hard 
trot to put his machines in motion. 
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CHAPTER V. 

• 

A prison is a house of care, 
A place where none can thrive, 
A toucbBtone true to try a friend, 
A grave for one alive. 
Sometimes a place of right, 
Sometimes a place of wrong, 
Sometimes a place of rogues and thieves^ 
And honest men among. 

Inscription on Edinburgh Iblbootlu 

Early on the following morning, the 
carriage which had brought Bertram to 
Hazlewood-house, was, with his two silent 
and surly attendants, appointed to convey 
him to his place of confinement at Port- 
anferry. This building adjoined to the 
custom-house established at that little sea- 
port, and both were situated so close to 
the sea-beach, that it was necessary to 
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defend the back part with a large and 
strong rampart, or bulwark of huge stones^ 
disposed in a slope towards the surf, which 
often reached and broke upon them. The 
front was surrounded by a high wall, en- 
closing a small court-yard, within which 
the miserable inmates of the mansion were 
occasionally permitted to take exercise and 
air. The prison was used as a House of 
Correctionr and occasionally as a chapel of 
ease to the county jail, which was old, and 
far from being conveniently situated> with 
reference to the Kippletringan district of 
the county. Mac-Guffog, the officer by 
whom Bertram had at first been appre- 
hended, and who was now in attendance 
upon hfm, was Keeper^ of this palace of 
little-ease. He caused the carriage to be 
drawn close up to the outer gate, and got 
out himself to summon the warders. The 
Doise of his rap alarmed some twenly or 
thirty ragged boys, who left off sailing 
their mimic sloops and frigates in the little 
pools of salt-water left by the receding tide» 
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and hastily crowded round the carriage to 
see what luckless being was to be delivered 
to the prisonJiouse out of " Glossin's braw 
new carriage." The door of the court- 
yard, after the heavy clanking of many 
chains and bars, was opened by Mrs Mac- 
Gufibg, an awful spectacle, being a wo- 
man for strength and resolution capable of 
maintaining order among her riotous in- 
mates, and of administering the discipline 
of the house, as it was called, during the 
absence of her "husband, or when he chan- 
ced to have taken an over-dose of the crea- 
ture. The growling voice of this amazon, 
which rivalled in harshness the crashing 
music of her own bolts and bars, soon dis- 
persed in every direction the little varlets 
who had thronged around her threshold, 
and she next addressed her amiable helpr 
mate :— 

^* Be sharp, man, and get out the swell, 
can*st thou not ?" 

*« Hold your tongue and be d — d, you 
i' answered her loving husband, with, 
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two additional epithets of great energy^ 
but which we beg to be excused from re« 
peating. Then addressing Bertram : 

^< Come, will you get out, my handy lad| 
or must we lend you a lift ?** 

Bertram came oiit of the carriage, and, 
collared by the constable as he put his 
foot upon the ground, was dragged, though 
he offered no resistance, across the thresh- 
old, amid the continued shouts of the lit- 
tle sans culottes, who looked on at such 
distance as their fear of Mrs Mac-6uffog 
permitted. The instant his foot had cross- 
ed the fatal porch, the portress again 
dropped her chains, drew her bolts, and, 
turning with both hands an immense key^ 
took it from the lock, and thrust it into a 
huge side-pocket of red cloth. 

Bertram was now in the ^mall court al- 
ready mentioned. Tw^ or three prisoners 
were sauntering along the pavement, and 
deriving as it were a feeling of refreshment 
from the momentary glimpse with which 

D2. 
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the opening door had extended'their pro- 
spect to the other side of a dirty street. 
Nor can this be thought surprising, when 
it is considered, that unless upon such oc« 
casions their view was confined to the 
grated front of their prison, the high and 
sable walls of the court-yard, the heaven 
above thexn, and the pavement beneath 
their feet ; a sameness of landscape, which, 
to use the poet^s expression, " lay like a 
load on the wearied eye," and had fostered 
in some a callous and dull misanthropy, 
in others that sickness of the heart which 
induces him who is immured already in a 
living grave, to wish for a sepulchre ypt 
more calm and sequestered. 

Mac-Gufibg, when they entered, the 
court-yard, suffered Bertram to pause for 
a minute, and look upon his companions 
in affliction. When he had cast his eye 
around on faces on which guilt, and des- 
pondence, and low excess, had fixed their 
stigma j upon the spendthrift, and the 
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swindler, and the thief, the bankrapt debt- 
or, the ** moping idiot, and the madman 
gay/^ whom a paltry spirit of economy as* 
signed to share this dismal habitation, he 
felt his heart recoil with inexpressible 
loathing fromr enduring the contamina« 
tion of their society even: for a moment. 
• ** I hope, sir,** he said to the keeper, 
<< you intend to assign me a place of con- 
finement apart ?*' 

" And what should I be the better of 
that?'* 

** Why, sir, I can but be detained here 
a day or two, and it would be very dis- 
agreeable to me to mix in the sort of 
company this place alSbrds.'' 

** And what do I care for that?'* 

*^ Why, then, sir^ to speak to your feel- 
ings, I shall be willing to make a hand- 
dome compliment for this indulgence." 

" Aye, but when, Captain? when and 
\hjcml that's the question, or rather the 
twa questions.'* 



84 GUT liANK£RING* 

^* tThen I am delivered, and get my re- 
mittances from England.'^ 

Macv6uffi)g shook his head incredu- 
lously. 

^ Why, friend, you do not pretend to 
believe that I am really a malefactor V* 

' ** Why, I no ken," said the fellow j " but 
if ye are on the account, ye^re nae sharp 
ane, that*s the day-light o*f 

« And why do you say I am no sharp 
one ?" 

" Why, wha but a crack-brain*d callant 
wad hae let them keep up the siller that 
ye left at the Gordon arms ? Deil fetch 
me, but I wad have had it out o' their 
wames! ye had nae right to be strippit 
o* your money and sent to jail without a 
mark to pay your fees ; they might have 
keepit the rest o the articles for evidence. 
But why, for a blind bottle-head, did not 
ye ask the guineas ? and I kept winking 
and nodding a' the time, and the donnert 
deevil wad never ance look my way L'* 
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" Well, sir, if I have a title to have that 
property delivered up to me, I shall apply 
for it, and there is a good deal more than 
enough to pay any demand you can set 
up/' 

** I dinna ken a bit about that ; ye 
may be here lang eneugh. And then the 
gieing credit maun be considered in the 
fees. But, however, as ye dSo seeni to 
be a chap by common, though my wife 
says I lose by my good nature, if ye gie 
me an order for my fees upon that money 
»I dare say Glossin will make it forthccu 
ming— I ken something about an escapts 
from EUangowan— aye, aye, he'll be glad 
to carry me through, and be neighbour- 
like/' 

<< Well, sir, if I istm not fUrnished in a 
day or two otherwise, you shall have such 
an order/* 

" Wecl, weel, then you shall be put up 
like a prince ; but mark ye me, friend^ that 
we fnay have nae colly-shangie afterhend, 
Hre the fees that I always charge 
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a swell that must have his lib-ken to him- 
sell— Thirty shillings a-week for lodgings, 
and a giunea for garnish ; half-a-guinea 
a-week for a single bed, — and I dinna. get 
the whole of it, for I must gie hal^- 
crown out of it to Donald Laider that's in 
for sheep-stealingt that should sleep with 
you by rule, and he'll expect clean strae^ 

# 

uid maybe some whisky beside. So I 
make little upon that*'' 

*^ Well, sir., go on." 

** Then for meat and liquor, ye may 
have the best, and I never charge abune 
twenty per cent, ower tavern price for 
pleasing a gentleman that way— and that'^ 
little eneugh for sending in an4 sending 
out, and wearing the lassie's shoon out. 
And then if you're dowie, I will sit wi* 
you a gliff in the evening mysell, man, 
and help ye out wi' your bottle. — I have 
drank mony a glass wi' Glossin, man, that 
did you up, though he's a justice noW. — 
And then Fsc warrant ye'll be for fire thir 
cauld nights, or if ye want, candle, that's 
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an expensive article^ for it's against the 
rules. — And now I have tell'd ye the head 
articles of the charge, and I dinna think 
there's muckle mair, though there will aye 
be^some^odd expences ower and abune." 

*^ Well, sir, I must trust to your con- 
science, if ever you happened to hear of 
j5uch a thing — I cannot help myself.*'—; — 

** Na, na, sir, I'll no permit you- to be 
saying that— I'rm forcing naething upon 
ye J— an ye dinna like the price, ye 
needna take the article— I force no man; 
I was only explaining what civility was; 
but if ye like to take the common run o£ 
the house it's a* ane to me— I'll be saved 

trouble, that's a'.** 

*« Nay, my iriend, I have, as I suppose 
you may easily guess, n6 inclination . to 
dispute your terms. upon such a penalty. 
Come, show me where I am to be, for I 
would fain be alone for a little while." 

^* Aye, aye, come alang then. Captain," 
said the fellow, with a contortion of visage 
which he intended to be a soodle ; ^< and I'll 
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tell you now^— to show you that I have a 
conscience, as ye ca% d— *n me if I charge 
ye abune sixpence a day for the freedom 
o* the court, and ye may walk in't very 
near three hours a day, and play at pitch 
and toss, and handba', and what not." 

With this gracious promise he usher, 
ed Bertram into the house, and shewed 
faim up a steep and narrow stone stair* 
case, at the top of which was a Btronff 
door, clenched with iron and studded with 
nails. Beyond this door was a narrow pas- 
sage or gallery, having three cells on each 
side, wretched vaults, with iron bed-frames 
and straw mattresses* But at the farther 
end was a small apartment of rather a 
more decent appearance^ that is, having: 
less the air of a place of couifinement, since^^ 
unless for the large lock and chain upon^ 
the door, and the crossed and ponder-^ 
ous stancheons upon the window, it ra» 
iher resembled the << worst inn's worst 
room.** It was designed as a sort of in-^ 
firmary for prisoners whose state of health. 
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required some indulgence; and, in fact, 
Donald Laider, Bertram s destined chum, 
had been just dragged out of one of the 
two beds which it contained, to try whe- 
ther clean straw and whisky might not 
have a better chance to cure his intermit- 
ting fever* This process of ejection had 
been carried into force by Mrs Mac-Gufibg 
while her husband parleyed with Bertram 
in the court-yard, that good lady having 
a distinct presentiment of the manner in 
which the treaty must necessarily termi« 
nate. Apparently the expulsion had not 
taken place without some application of 
the strong hand, for one of the bed-posts 

of « sort of tent-bed was broken downs «o 

that the tester and curtains hung forward 
into the middle of the narrow chambei*^ 
like the banner of a chieftain, half-sinking 
amid the confusion of a combat. 

<« Never mind that being out o' sorta^ 
Captain,'^ said Mrs Mac-GufFog, who now 
followed them into the room ; then, turn- 
ing her back to the prisoneri with as much 
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delicacy as the action admitted she whip^ 
ped from her knee her ferret garter, and 
applied it to splicing and fastening the 
broken bed-post — then used more pins than 
her apparel could well* spare to fasten up 
the bed-curtains in festoons,^ — then shook 
the bed-clothes into something like forau^ 
then flung over all a tattered patch-work 
quilt, and . pronounced that things were 
now ** something purpose-like.*' *• And 
tiijerc'S your bedi Captain,'' pointing to a 
massy four-posted hulk, which,, owing to 
liie inequality of the floor that had sunk 
considerably 9 (the house, though hew, ha^ 
ving been built by contract,) stood upoa 
Hiree legs,, and held the. fourth aloft as if 
pawing the air^ and in the attitude of ad*- 
vancing like an elephant pksdant upon the 
pannel of a coach— <* There's yout bed and 
the blanketis ; but if ye want sheets, . or 
bowster, or pillow^ or ony sort o* nappery 
for the table, or for your hands, ye'U hae to 
speak to me about it, for that's out o* the 
gudeman's line, (Mac«Guffi)g. had by this 
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time left the room, to avoid, prob*ably, any 
appeal which might be made to him upon 
this new exaction,) and he never engages 
for ony thing like that/* 

*• In God's name/* said Bertram, ** let 
me have what ia decent, and make any 
charge you please." 

" Awciel, aweel, that's sune settled :j 
we'll no excise you neither, though we 
live sae near the custom-house* And. I 
maun see to get you some fire and some 
dinner too, Tse warrant}, but your dinner 
will be but a puir ane the day, no ex« 
pecting company that wad be nice and 
fashious/'.So saying, and in aU haste, Mrs 
Mac-Guffog fetched a scuttle of live coals^' 
and having replenished ^^ the rusty grate, 
unconscious of a fire" for months before, 
she {»:oceeded with unwashed hands to 
arrange the stipulated bed- linen, (alas, 
how differeixt from Ailie Dinmont's !) and, 
muttering to herself as she discharged 
her task, seemed, in inveterate spleen of 
temper, to grudge even those accommo- 
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datioDS for which «he was to receive pay* 
ment At lengthy however, she departed, 
grumbling between her teeth, that <^ she 
wad rather lock up a hail ward than be 
fiking about thae niif-na% gentles that 
gae sae muckle fash wi' their fancies.'' 

When she was gone, Bertram found him« 
self reduced to the altemative of pacing 
his little apartment for exercise, or ga- 
zing out upon the sea in such proportions 
18 could be seen from the narrow panes 
of his window, obscured by dirt and by 
dose iron*barSy or reading over the re» 
cords of brutal wit and blackguardism 
which despair had scrawled upon the half- 
wfaitened walls. The sounds were as un- 
<3omfortable as the objects o£ sight ; the 
sullen dash of the tide, which was now 
retreating, and the occasional opeiiing and 
shutting of a door, with all its accompani- 
ments of jarring bolts and creaking hinges, 
mingling occasionally with the dull mono- 
tony of the retiring sound. Sometimes, 
too, he could heal: th€ hoarse gtowl of the 
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keeper, or the shriller tones of his help- 
mate^ almost always in the tone of dis- 
content, . anger, or insolence. At other 
times the large mastiff, chained in the 
court-yard, answered with furious bark 
the insults of the idle loiterers who made 
a sport of incensing him. 

At length the tasdium of this weary 
space was broken by the entrance of a 
dirty-looking serving wench, who made 
some preparations for dinner by laying a 
half-dirty cloth upon a whole-dirty deal 
table. A knife and fork, which had not 
been worn out by overcleaning, flanked 
a cracked delf plate } a nearly empty mus* 
tard-pot, placed on one side of the table, 
balanced a salt-cellar, containing an arti- 
cle of a greyish, or rather blackish mix- 
ture, upon the other, both of stone-ware, 
and bearing too obvious marks of recent 
service* Shortly after, the same Hebe 
brought up a plate of beef-coUops, done ill 
the frying pan, with a huge allowance of 
grease,, floating in an ocean of iuke-warxn 
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water; and having added a coarse loaf to 
these savoury viands, she requested to 
know what liquors the gentleman chose 
to order. The appearance of this fere 
was not very inviting : but Bertram en- 
deavoured to mend his commons by or- 

• 

dering wine, which he found tolerably 
good, and, with the assistance of some 
indifferent cheese, made his dinner chief- 
ly upon the brown loaf* When his meal 
was over, the girl presented her master's 
compliments, and, if agreeable to the gen- 
tleman, he would help him to spend the 
evening. Bertram desired to be excu- 
sed, and begged, instead of this gracious 
society, that he might be furnisl^ed with 
paper, pen, ink, and candles. The light 
appeared in the shape of one long broken 
tallow-candle, inclining over a tin candle- 
stick coated with grease : as for the wri- 
ting materials, the prisoner was informed 
that he might have them the next day if 
he chose to send out to buy them. Ber- 
tram next desired the maid to procure 
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Mm a bdoki and enforced his request with 
a shilling ; in consequence of which, after 
long absence, she re-appeared with two 
odd volumes of the Newgate Kalendar^ 
which she had borrowed from Sam Silver- 
quill, an idle apprentice, who was impri- 
soned under a charge of forgery. Having 
laid the books on the table she retired, 
and left Bertram to studies which were 
not ill adapted to his present melancholy 
situation. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Bat if thou should'st be dragg'd in seoni 

To yonder ignominious tree. 
Thou sbalt not want one faithful friend 

To share the cruel fates' decree* 

SHSKSTOmS* 

Plunged into the gloomy reflections 
which were naturally excited by his dis- 
mal reading, and disconsolate situation, 
Bertram, for the first time in his life, felt 
himself affected with a disposition to low 
spirits. *^ I have been in worse situations 
than this too/' he said }—•• more dangerous, 
for here is no danger ; more dismal in 
prospect, for my present confinement must 
necessarily be short j more intolerable for 
the time, for here, at least I have fire, 
food, and shelter. Yet, with reading these 
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1>loody tales of crime and misery, in a 
place so coiTe^ending to the ideas which 
they excite, and in listening to these sad 
sounds, I feel a stronger disposition to 
melancholy than^ in my Kfe I ever expe- 
riencedJ But I will not give way to it 
—Begone, thou record of gnilt and in- 
famy V* said he, flinging the book upon 
the i$pare bed ; '^ a Scottish jail shall not 
break, on the veiy first day, the spirits 
which have resisted dimate, and want, 
-and penury, and disease, and imprisonment 
in a fomga land. Liuve^fought many a 
hard battle with dame Fortune, and she 
^hall not beat me now if I can help it.'' 

Then 4»ending his mind to a strong ef- 
fort, he endeavoured to view his situa- 
tion in 4he most &¥ourable light De- 
laserre must soon be in Scotland ; the 
certificates firom his commanding officer 
must foon arrive ; nay, if Mannering were 
first i^i^ed .to, who could say but the ef« 
feet m^t be a reconciliation between 
them i fie had often observed, and now 

VOL. m. £ 
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Temembered, that when hi* former colonet 
took the part of any one, it was never by 
halves, and that he seemed to love those 
persons most who had lain under obligation 
to him« In the present case, a favour^ which 
€Ould be asked with honour and granted 
with readiness, might be the ^^eans of re- 
conciling them to each othen f'rom this 
his feelings naturally turned towards Jillia, 
:and witiiiout very nicely measuring the dis* 
tance between a soldier of fortune, who ex- 
pected that her father *s attestation ^ould 
deliver him from confinement, and the 
heiress of that father's wealdi and expec- 
tations, he was building the gayest castle 
in the clouds, and varnishing it with all 
-the tints of a summer-^veaing 'sky, when 
his labour was interrupted by a loiidluiock- 
ing at the outer-gate,, answered by the 
barking of the gaunt half.<starved ' liiastifi; 
which was quartered in the court-^rard 
as an addition to the garriMiUi' After 
much scrupc^ous precaution the. gate was 
opened^ and some person^Adraititedl Tlie 
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house door was next unbarred, unlocked, 
and uQcbained, a dog's feet pattered up 
stairs in great haste, and the animal was 
heard scratching and whining at the door 
off the room. Next a heavy step was heard 
lumbering up> 'and Mac-Guffog's voice in 
the character of pilofr— *« This way, this 
way ; take care of the slep j— that's the 
room*'*— -Bertram's door was then unbolt- 
ed, and, to his great surprise and joy^ his 
terrier, Wasp, rushed into the room, and 
almost devoured him with caresses, follow- 
ed by the massy form of his friend from 
Charlies-hope. . 

** £h^ whow! Eh whow!*' ejaculated 
the honest fanner, as he lodked round 
upon his friend's miserable apartment and 
wretched accommodatien— >-^ What's this 
o't ! what's tWs o't4" 

<< Just a trick of fortune, my good 
friend," said Bertram, rising and shaking 
him heartily by the hand, " that's all." . 

*• But what wHU be done about it? — or 
what can be done about it ?— is't for deb(^ 
or what is't for ?" 
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^ Why, it is not for debt ; aad if you 
have ttme to sit down, I'll tell you all I 
know of the matter myscdf." 

*^ If I faae time ?— ouy whdt the deevil 
am I come here foreman, but just ance er- 
rand to see about it ? but ye'U no be ike 
waur o* something to eat, I trow^-it's 
'getting late at e'en— J tell'd liie folk at 
the -Change, where I put up Dumple, to 
send ower my supper here, and the chield 
MaoGuffi)g is agreeable rtQ/let it inr^I 
liae settled a' Ahat-^And now ilet!s Jiear 
your «tary-«^iirhi8ht. Wasp, manl^wow 
but he's glad to see you, poor thing !'' 

Beortxam's story, being jQoofioed to the 
accident of fiazlewood, amd the ?confu* 
sioa made between his own identity and 
that of one of the fimugglers, ^o haA 
been active in the assault of Woodbouni^^ 
and chanced to bear the same nanie, was 
^Ipon told. Dinmoirt listened very atten- 
tively. ^ Aweel," he said, ^« this suld be 
nae sick ^ooms^esperate business surely 
^the lad's doing wedi again Ishat; was hurt» 
and what signifies twa or three leacUdfapt 
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ib bis sliOuther ? if ye hadputten out hi» 
e*e it would hae been another case. But 
eh» as I wuite auld Sherra Pleydell was t» 
ttie fore herie !-^odd, he was the man foe 
storting^ tbem, add the queerest roug^ 
s^ken deevil too that ever ye heard!" 

^ But now tell me,, my excellent friend, 
how cMd you£nd out I was here V* 

•* Odd^ lad; queerly eneugh ; but 111 tell 
ye that after We are done wi' our supper, 
for it wiU'SMiy be no be. sae weel to speak 
idMTUt it while that lang4ugged Ummer of 
a lass is gaun.flisking in and. out o* the 
i^oonw^ 

Bertram's' curiosity was in some degree 
^t to rest by the appearance of the sup- 
per which his friend had . ordered, whicb^^ 
although homely enough^ had the ap|i6« 
ti^ng cleanliness in which Mrs Mac-OuJ& 
Ibg's tiookeiy was so eminently deficient* 
pinmont also, premising he had ridden the 
whole day since breakfast-time, without 
tasting any thing <« to speak of,:^ which; 
^Uali^ing jpbrase related to about thrw 
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pounds of cold roast mutton which he 
had discussed at his mid*day stage,— Din* 
mont, I say^ feU stoutly upon the good 
cheer, and, like one of Homei^s heroes^ 
said little, either good or bad, tiU^tberage 
of thirst aiid hunger was ap)[)eatfe(}« >At 
length, after a draught of hon)^-bx:(wed 
ale, he began by observing, U :Av©eU! 
awedly ' that hen,'- looking upcAi; jthe la- 
mentable reliques of what had h^n opce 
a large fowl, *< was na a bad^an^ .t^i 1^ 
bred at a town^end^ tbo^h it's qo like, 
our barn-door chuckles at Charliesrhopei^: 
and I am glad to see that this vexing job 
hasna ta*en awa' your appetite, Captai(w'* 

'< Why, really, my dinner wag npt ao. 
excellent, Mr DinoiODt, as. ;to spoil my 
supper.'* , 

** I dare say na, I dare pay na:^But 
now, hihny, that: ye hae brougljyt us the 
brandy aiad the miig Wi' the het waterj, 
and the sugar, and a' right, ye may steek 
the dooi-,. ye ae^ for we wdd hae some o' 
our ain cracks^'' The damsel: accordingly 
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ment, to which she added the precautioa 
of drawing a large boUi on the outside. 

So soon as she was gone Dandie /econ^^ 
Boitred the premises, listened at the key* 
hole as if he • liad been listening for the 
blowing of* an otter, and having satisfied 
himself that there were no eves-droppers^ 
returned to the table, and making himself 
what he called a gay stiff cheerer,. poked 
the fire, and began bis story in an imden 
tone of gravity and importance not very^ 
usual with hka. 

' << Ye see, Captain^ I had been in Edick 
bro* for twa or three days, looking aflei& 
the burial of a friend that we hae lost, and 
may b€ I suld hae had something for my 
ride j but there's disappointments in a* 
things, and wha can help the like o' that ? 
and. I had a. wee bit law business besides^^ 
but tfaat'a neither here nor there. In 
short, I had got my matters settled, and 
hame I cam: and the morn awa to the 
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miiirs to see what the herds bad' beett 
about, and I thought I might as weel gte' 
a look to the Tout-Hope head, where Jock 
o' DawBtone and me has the outcast about 
a march— Weel, just as I was comibg upoo^ 
the bit, I saw a man afore me that I kenn'd 
was nane o' our herds, and it's a wild bifr 
to meet ony other body, so when I cam 
up to him, it was Tod Gabriel the fox* 
hunter. So 1 says to him, rather suiprised 
like, * What are ye doing Hp amang the 
crs^s here, without your hounds, man ? 
are ye seeking the fox without the dogs 7^ 
So he said, < Na, gudeman^ but I wantbd 
to see younel/ 

« Aje^^ said I, « and ye*ll be wa»ting 
dlding BOW, or something to pitt ower ther 
winter ?' 

« Na, na,' quo* be, * it*8 no that Pm seek-^ 
illg ; but ye ta(k an unco intti^t in that 
Captain Brown that was staying wi' youV 
d'ye no ?r '" "" ' 

« Troth do 1, G«briel, says I j * and what 

s^bout him, lad ?' 
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^ SayB he, < Tbef e's mair tak an interest 
in him than you, ahd some that I am 
bound to obey } aiid it's no just on- my ain 
will thai rm here to tell yon someitliing 
aifoirt him that wSl no (tone you/ 

< Filthy naetbingtiriU: jfdeaoie me»' quo' ^ 
^ iihtft^ii ifO'pteasiii^ to hiafe.* 

« Aiid thM/quo^ he, « yc^U b* iU-sorted 
to heffHiM he'll like to be in the {«i8C» «t 
¥otuatktP^ £r he does na tak a' the betlier 
oMe 6** bSoisdlr fi>r thenef s^ beien warrants 
oot to tak him as soon >as he comes ower 
tiiC water £rae Allonby. AHoA xiow,..giidek 
Htn^ an ever ye wish hun wed,, ye maioA 
iftie down to Pdrtaaferry, and let nae gnisk 
g>r6W at the nag^ii heels ^ and if ye find 
JAoL in coitfuiementy ye maun stay beaide 
Bkii night and' day, for a day or twa, for 
be^ll want! iAenitf that hae baith heart 
tttid hAid; aiid il ye n^lsct this yell 
flBVer ru«: but aset, fot it wifi bis fofr a* 

flM^ MMlltitf^^tMtH^ 4iilf 2^< How did ye 
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a* gates» and a reward oflered for her to 
lippear, o' fifty pounds sterling, nae less ; 
iftid Justice Forster, he*s had out warrantSg^ 
as I am tell*d» in Cumberland,, and an unca 
nngitig and ripeing they have had a' gitfes 
Keeking for her ; but she^il no be ta'en wi* 
them unless she likes, for a* that.^ 

** And how comes that ?*' said Bertram* 
<< Ou, I dinna ken ; I dar6 say it's ium^ 
sense, but they say she has gathered the 
fem-seed, ind can gang ony gatd she Hkes^ 
Eke Jock the Giant^killef in the bftUan^ 
wi' bis coat o* darkness and his shoon o* 
swiftness. Qny way she's a kind & ^eett 
skmang th6 gy^^es; she is mair than a 
i^ndred yie&r anld, Adk say, and ibiiidiBt 
fte coioihg in o* the tnos^troopent ift iSti^ 
troublesome times whe^ the Stoartii tretfe 
put awa. jSae if sb^ iigiAa lude Uersd), 
diey can hide her wedl apev^, ye need- 
Aa doubt that Odd, m*I hftd- kennM it 
Aad been MJeg MbrtiHet ytfn iugbt at Tibb 
Kfumps^s, I ^iA^%ai6iBb horn tttaiteA 
Aer.'*" "■■^'''" ' " >■ '-^ '-^^ ■■- ■'■■' '■■ ^ ■• 
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Berti^tti^ listened with great attention 
to this- account^- which tallied so well in 
many points with^ what he had hitnaeEf. 
9ee& of this gypsey: sybil. After a. mo^. 
ment's tonsideration, he ' concladed it 
would be no breach of fiuth ta mentioit^ 
what he had teen at Demcleugh to aper^ 
aion who* held Meg^ in. such reverence as 
IXnmont obviously did* He told his sto- 
ry ac(}ordingIy, often interrupted by ga« 
culationsy sueh as^ ** Weel, the like o'' that 
AowV^'or;^ Na, deil aif that's no some* 
iSungnowP*' ^ 

' Vlhen our liddesdale friend had heard 
iSbe^ 'Mde to an end, he shoolr his great 
bladk heid^— ^ Weel; III upfaaud therms 
baith giid#^nd iB amang the gypsies, and 
if they deal wi' the enemiy it's a* their ain 
business Mi^iQO ours;-^I ken what tl^e 
fatreddnfg the corpse wad be weel aneug)!. 
/Rim sttdggler deeva|sKi^ w 
MSLed ia ariray# tfaey^ ^d fpr a wife lilre 
odUI«£irvfMU|^ tqi#^ poipse; odd, 
ifa a' the burial lliey ever think o' ! ^ 

9 
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then to be put into the ground without 
ony decency, just like dogs. But they 
stick to it, that they'll be streekit, and 
hae an auld wife when they're dying ta 
rhyme ower prayers, and baliants, and 
charms,, as they ca' them, rather thaa 
they'll hae a minister to come and pray. 
wi' them— that's an auld threep o' their's. ; 
and I am thinking the man that died will 
hae been ane o' the folk that was shot 
when they burnt Woodbourne." 

." Butx my good friend, Woodbomvie. iai 
not burnt." 

" Weel, the better for them that bides 
in'L Odd,; w& had it up the water wif us^ 
that there was na:a. stana on, the tap o' 
anither. But there was figliting, ony way y 
I dare to say, it would be £uie fun LrAnd, 
as 1 said, ye may take it jOU trust, that 
that's been ane o' the men killed there». 
and that it's been the gypsies, that topk 
your pockmanky when* they fand the 
chaise, stickin in the anaw-^tliey. wadna 

... -. . . 4 ■ ■ 
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pass the like o' tiiat — it wad just come 
to their hand like the boul o' a pint 
stoup,** 

« But if this woman is a sovereiga 
among^ tkwh why was she not able to af- 
ford me open protectionj, and to get mp 
back my property V^ 

** Ouy wha kens ? she has muckle to say 
wi' them^ but whiles theyll tak their ain 
way for a' that, when they're under temp- 
tation. And then there's the smugglers 
that they're aye leagued wiV she maybe 
couldna manage them sae weel^— they're 
aye' banded thegither— -I've hear^, the 
gypsies ken wlien the smugglers will 
come slS, and where they're to land, bet- 
ter, than the very merchants that deal wi' 
them. And then> to the boot o' that, she's 
whiles crack-brained, and has. a^^ jbee in her 
head } they say that whether her sp^eings 
and fortune-tellings be true ^or no, for 
certain she believes in them a' hersellt 
and is aye guiding hersell by somequeef 
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{irophecy or anither. So she distut aye 
giuig the straight road to the wd[l;i^Biil 
deil o' sic a story as jrours, , wi' gbittdiif * 
mi dead: Iblk. and* losiirg aae'ii gat^ I 
einer beard out o' the tale4i0dyiir^Bi9 
whisht; Lhearthd keeper doie^dg.'*-^ 

MaG-Giiffi>g aecordingljr iiitemipCed 
fbeir discourse by the htfsh^ harmony' of 
the bolts, and bafs^ had iikawei hia blob^ -. 
visage at the opctetng^doer. «' Goiute^ Mt 

an hour to obl^e y« ; \ ye ittasf g<| m yWttf 

quarters*?.* 
<< QOarters^nMRr? I^intend t&^itep hertf 

the night Hioe's a: spare bed iM the Cip^ 

tain's roonoL'* * 
<< ItV iniq^Kissible V^ aiHrwer^d'JHe' Keeper/ 
«Biit I 887 it £r pOteiUe^ andtttM I: 

te»unl«d hJB oVjectibn; . •*■ Bbl! Wk ugakM 
fiiilB, sir I ye luLv^ cMouitited' lAe' itMfiS^ 
ftetUte* 
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•« FU break ycjur head if ye say ony 
inair about it, and that will be malefactioR 
aneugb to entitle me ta ab nights lodging 
wi* yoir, ony way*** 

^ But I tell ye, Mr Dinmont,*' reite- 
rated the keeper^ <^it^ against rule> and I 
would lose my post/* 

•« Wee!,- Mac-Guffog, I hae just twa 
things to say. Ye ken wha I am weel 
aneugh^ and that I wadna loose a prison- 



cr/* 



•^ And how do I ken that ?'' 

^< Weel, if' ye dmna ken that, ye ken this ;. 
-^ye ken yefie whites obliged to be up our 
water is Ae way o^yeur business ; now^ 
if ye let me stay ^ietly here the night wi* 
the Captain, Tse pay ye double fees for the 
room ) and if ye say no, ye shall hae the 
best sarkrfii^ 6* sair banes that ever ye had 
in your lif(^ the first time ye set a foot bye 
LidcfelUmote r 

'** Awfeel, dtreeli gudeman,** said Mfuv 
Ouffi>g, <^ a wiilfu' man maun hae his way } 
but if I am challenged for it by the jus- 
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tices, I ken whasall bear the wyte ;**— an J 
having sealed this observation with a dtep 
oathor two» he fetired to bed, after care- 
fully securing all the doors of the Bridewellt 
The bell from the town steeple tolled' nine, 
just as this ceremony Was coiieluded. 

" Although it*s but early hours," sai^ 
the fanner, who had observed that his 
friend looked somewhat pale and fatigued^ 
*< I think we had better lie dowji,. Captain,, 
if ye^re no agreeable to another cheereri- 
But troth, ye're nae gl&ss^breaker ; and 
neither am J, unless it be a screed wi^ the 
neighbours, or when I'm on a ramble.'* 

Bertram readily assented to &e tnotioQ 

■ 

of his faithful friend; but .on looking tit the; 
bed, felt repugnance to trust himself un* 
dressed to Mrs Mac-Gufibg's clean sheets... 
^< I'm muckle o* youi: opinion^ Captain.. 
Odd, this bed looks as if a' the colliers ia 
Sanquhar had been in't thegither. But it 
winna win through m^ muckle coaf So 
saying, he flung himself upon the frail bed 
wth 81 force that madeaU its timbers crack* 
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and in a few moments gave audible signal 
that he was fast asleep. Bertram slipped 
off his coat and boots, and occupied th^ 
other dormitory. The strangeness of his 
destiny, and the m^^teries which seemed 
to thicken around him, while he seemed 
alike to be persecuted and protected by 
secret enemies and friends, arising out of a 
class of people with whom he had no pre- 
vious connection^ for some time occupied 
his mind. Fatigue, however, gradually 
composed his mind, and in a short time ho 
was as fast asleep as his companion. And 
in this comfortable state of oblivion we 
mu0t/ leave ihenf^ uptil .:we acqu^n| the 
reader wilh'some other circumstances w;hlGh 
occurred about the same period* 
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Say from whence 



You owe this Btmnge intelligence ? ot whjr^ 
XTlpOfi this hUaX^ hcttthyou itd{i.'Oiflr w«gr* 

Speaki I^dMi)|9.jfM . 



Umh Che e^emii^^ o#^ tttt dkjr i»fli«B^ 
Bertram^ii exMttfoatifta ha)d* tiikeiarv pUm^. 
Colonel Mannering arrtved^a^Wbodbounis^ 
from Edinburgh. . He found.- his family in : 
their usual state, v^hich probably, so fiir 
as Julia was ooncemed,. would nel have<i 
been the case, had she learned tfate newa^ 
of Bertram's arrest. But as, during - the 
Colonel's absence, the two young ladiea^ 



lived much retirady iMs ^GircumstoQc^ for- 
tunately ^had ^ot reached Woodboume* A 
letter had akeadjr made Jtfiss Bertram ac- 
quainted with the downfall of the expeo 
tations which had been formed upon the 
bequest of her kinswoman. Whatever 
hopes that news might have dis^elied, the 
disappointment did not prevent her from 
joining her fiimd in affording a cheerful 
Tecepttoa to the Ccflonel^ to whom she 
thus endeavoured to express the deep sense 
she entertemed e^ im paternal kindness. 
•She touched on lier <regret» that at such a 
season of the year he should^ have madfb 
;upon her account, a Journey so firuijtlfss. 

^ That it was ihiitiess to jnoja, my detr,^ 
isaid the CSdonel, << I de most dec^y re^ 
:gret ; but ^r my own share, I have made 
«ome valuable acquaiittances, and have 
spent the tiipe I have been absent in Edioh 
buigli iRrith peculiar satsffaction ; so that, 
<m that .score, there is nothing to be re- 
l^etted. Even our f dend the Domiiite 
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id returned tfarice the man he was, from 
having sharpened his wits in pontroversy 
with the geniuses of the northern metro- 
polis/' 

« Of a surety," Baid the Dominie» with 
greistt complacency^ ** I did wreslie, and 
was not overcome, though my adversary 
was. cunning in his art.'* 

« I presume,'* said Miss ManneHng» 
•« the contest was somewhat fatiguing, , Mr 
Sampson ?*' 

^^ Very much, young lady— howbeit I 
girded up my loins and strove against 
him.** 

>< I can bear witness/' said the Colonel, 
^f I never tow an ajB^ better, contested. 
The enemy was like the Mahratta cavalry ; 
lie assailed on ail sides, and preseftted no 
iair mark fpr artillery ; but Mr Sampson 
stood to his gum' notwithstanding, and 
,fired away^ now upon the enemy^ »nd now 
upon the dust which be had raised.. But 
-we must not fight our battles over a^n to- 
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night — to-morrow we shall have the whole 
Jit breakfast." 

Upon the next day ' at breakfast, how- 
ever, the Dominie did not make his ap- 
pearance. He had walked out, a servant 
said, early in the morning. It was so com- 
mon for him to forget his meals, that his 
absence never deranged the family. The 
housekeeper, a decent old-fashiened pres- 
byterian matron, having, as such, the high* 
est respect for Sampson's theological acqui- 
sitions, had it in charge upon these occa- 
sions to take care that he was no sufierer by 
-his absence of inind, and therefore usually 
waylaid him upon his return, to remind 
him of his sublunaiy wants, and to minister 
for their relief. It seldom, however, hap- 
pened that he was absent from two meals 
together, as was the case in the present 
instance. We must explain the cause of 
this unusual occurrence. 

The conversation which Mr Plcydell 
ii£^ hdd with Mannering upon the subject 
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of the loss of Harry Bertram, had awakeib- 
cd all the painful sensations *which that 
event had inflicted upon Sampson. The 
affectionate heart of the poor Dominie 
had always reproached him» that his ne^* 
gence in leaving the child in the care of 
Frank Kennedy had been the proximate 
cause of the murder of the one, the loss 
of the other, the death of Mrs Bertram, 
and the ruin of the family of his patnmK 
It was a sul^ect which he never spoke ' 
upon^—if indeed his mode of conversatioa 
could be called speaking at any time,— but 
which was often present to his imagina^ 
tion. The sort of hope so stn&ngly affirm^ 
^ed and asserted in Mrs Bertram's last set- 
tlement, had excited a corresponding feel- 
ing in the Dominie's bosom, which was 
exasperated into >a sort o£ sickening anxie- 
^y» by the discredit with which Fleydell 
had treated it. . *^ Assuredly,^^ thought 
Sampson to himself, ^^ he is a man of era- 
dition, and well skilled in the weighty 



GOT MANNERIKG. 12 1 

matters of the law ; but he is also a man 
of humorous levity and inconstancy of 
speech ; and wherefore should he pro- 
nounce tx cathedra^ as it were^ on the 
hope expressed by worthy Madam Marga- 
ret Bertram of Singleside ?" All this, T say, 
the Dominie thought to himself; for had 
he uttered half the sentence, his jaws would 
have ached for a month under the unusual 
fatigue of such a continued exertion. The 
result of these cogitations was a resolution 
to go and visit the scene of the tragedy at 
Warroch Point, where he had not been for 
many years-^not, indeed, since the fatal 
accident had happened. The walk was a 
long one, for the J^oint of Warroch lay on 
the farther side of the EUangowan pro- 
perty; which was interposed between it and 
Woodboume. Besides, the Dominie went 
astray more than once, and met with brooks 
swoln into torrents by the melting of the 
snow, where he, honest man, had only 
the 8ummer*recollection of little trickling 
rills* 

VOL. ni. F 
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At length, however, he reached the 
i^Qods which he had made the object of 
]iis walk, and traversed them with care, 
muddling his disturbed brains with vague 
e^orts to recdl every cir<;umstanqe of the ' 
catastrophe. It will readily be supposed 
that the influence of local situation and 
association was inadequate to produce con- 
clusions different from those which he bad 
formed under the immediate pressure of 
the occurrences themselves. With " manjr 
a weary sigh, therefore, and many a groan,** 
the poor Dominie returned from fiis hope- 
less pilgrimage, a,nd weariedly plodded hig 
way towards Woodbourne, debatiDg at 
times in his altered mind a question which 
was forced upoa him, by the cravings of 
an appetite cather of the keenest, .name- 
ly, whether he had breakfested #iat mom* 
ing or no?-*It was in this twilight hu* 
mour, .now thinking of the . loss of the 
child, ihen involuntarily compelled^ to 
meditate upon the somewhat iacongruous 
subject of hung-beef^ rolls, and butter. 
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that liis route, which was different from 
that which he had taken in the morning, 
conducted him past the small ruined tow- 
er, or rattier vestige of a tower, called by 
the country people the Kaim of Dcm- 
oleugh. 

The readter may recollect the descrip- 
tion of this ruin in the sixth chapter of 
our second volume, as the vault in which 
young Bertram, under the auspices of Meg 
Merrilies, witnessed the death of Hatte- 
raick's lieutenant. The tradition of the 
country added ghostly terrors to the na- 
tural awe inspired by the situation of this 
place, which terrors the gypsies, who so 
long inhabited the vicinity, had probably 
invented, or at least propagated, for their 
own advantage. It wa^ said that, during 
the times of the Galwegian independence, 
one Hanlon Mac^Dingawaie, brother to 
the reigiiing chief, Knarth Mac-Dingawaie, 
murdered his brother and sovereign, in or- 
der to lisurp the principality from his infant 
nq)hew, and that b^ng pursued for ven- 
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geance by the faithful allies and retainers 
of the house, who espoused the cause of 
the lawful heir, he was compelled to re- 
treat, with a few followers whom he hs^d 
involved in his crime, to this impr^igna* 
ble tower called the Kaim of Demcleugb, 
where he defended himself until nearly 
reduced by famine, when, setting fire to 
the place, he and the small reoiaining gar- 
rison desperately perished by their own 
Awords, rather than fall into the hands of 
their exasperated enemies. This tragedy, 
which, considering the wild time^ wherein 
it was placed, might have some foundation 
in truth, was larded with many legends 
of superstition and diablerie, so that most 
of the peasants of the neighbourhood, if 
benighted, would rather have chosen to 
make a considerable circuit, than pass 
these haunted walls. The lights, often 
seen around the tower when used as the 
rendezvous of the lawless characters by 
whom it was oecadonally frequented, were 
accounted for, under authority of these 
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UteH (tf #)t6heiy, in a manner at once con- 
venient for the private parties concerned, 
and satisfactory to the public. 

Now it must be confessed, that our 
fiiend Sampson, although a profound scho* 
lar and mathematician, had not travelled 
so far in philosophy as to doubt the reali- 
ty of witchcraft or apparitions. Bom in- 
deed at a time when a doubt in the exist- 
ence of witches was interpreted to be a 
jtistificatioti of their infernal practices, a 
belieiP of such legends had been impress-. 
6A upon him as an article indivisible from 
bis religious faith, and perhaps it would 
hfive bMn equally difficult to have indtt- 
ced Hffti to doubt the one as the other. 
With these feelings, and in a thick misty 
day^ .whieh was already drawing to its 
close. Dominie Sampson did not pass the 
Kaim df Demclcttgh without some feelings 
of tacH horror. 

What then was his astonishment, when, 
on passing the door-^hat door which was 
supposed to have been placed there by one 
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of the latter Lairds ofEUangowaa to prevent 
presumptuous strangers from incurring tha 
dangers of the haunted vault— that very 
door supposed to be always locked»: and 
the key of which was popularly said to 
l^ deposited with the pceshytery^— that 
very door opened suddenly^ and the figure 
of Meg Meriiliesy w^U known, though not 
seen for many a revolving year» was. placed 
at once before, the eyes, of the startled 
Dominie ! She stood immediately before 
him id the foot-path,, confronting, him^ so 
absolutely,, that he could not avoid her 
except, by fairly turning back, which his 
manhood. prevented him from thinking o£ 

" I kenn*d ye wad b^ here*" she said 
with her harsh and hollow voice: " I ken 
wha ye seek; but ye maun do my bid- 
ding," 

^* Get thee behind me!" said the alarm- 
ed Dominie — " Avoid ye Ir-^-Cofijuro tCj 
scelesthsima—nequissima — spurdssima-^inu 
qtdssima'- atque miserrima^-con^uro, k U /"— 
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Meg stood her ground'against this tremeir- 
dous volley of superlatives, which Sampson 
hawked up from the pit of his stomachy 
and hurled at her in thunder: << Is the 
carl daft,'' she said, ** wi^ his glamour ?'' 

•* Cew/wra,** continued the Dominie, 
^^adjuroj contest OTy atque virilUer impero 
tibi r 

" What, in the name of Sathan, are ye 
feared for, wi* your French* gibberish, that 
would make a dog sick ? Listen, ye stickit 
stibbler, to what I tell ye, or ye sail rue it 
whiles there's a limb o' ye hings to anither ! 
-^Tell Colonel Mannering that I ken he's 
seeldng me. He kens, and I ken, that the 
blood will be wiped out, and the lost will 
he found, 

And Bertram's right and Bertraoor's might* 
^ . Shall meet on EUangowan height. 

Hae, there's a letter to him ; L was gaain 
to. send it in another way.— I canna write 
inysell; but I hae them that will baith 
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write and ready and ride and rin for me. 
Tell him the timers coming now, and the 
weird's dree'dt and the wheel's tumingv 
lUd him look at the stars as he has looked 
at them before. Will ye mind a* this ?** 

V Assuredly,'* said the Dominie, " I 
am dubious — for, woman,^ I am perturbed 
at thy words, and my flesh quakes to bear 
thee." 

*< Tbey^U do you nae ill though^ and 
jnaybe muckle gude." 

<< Avoid ye ! I desire no good that 
comes by unlawful means«" 

'f'Fule-body that thou art," said Meg^ 
stepping up to him with a frown of indigo 
nati(»i that made her dark eyes flash like 
lamps from under her bent brows» ^* Fule« 
body ! if I meant ye wrang, could na I clod 
ye ower that craig, and wad man k^i how 
ye cam by your end mair than Frank Ken-^ 
nedy ? Hear ye that, ye worricow ?" 

'* In the name of all that is good/' said 
the Dominie, recoiling and pointing his 
long pewter^headed walking cane like a 
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javelin at the supposed sorceress, ^< in the 
name of aU that is good, bide 6ff hands ! 
I will not be handled— woman^ stand off 
upon thine own proper peril !--deilisty I say 
—I am strong— lo, I will resist !**-*Here 
his speech was cut short ; for M^, arm- 
ed with supemataral strength (as the Do-^ 
minie asserted) broke in upon his guard, 
put by a thrust which he made at her 
With bis cane, and lifted him into the vaul^ 
*^ as easily/' said he, ^^ as I could sway ^ 
Kitchen's atlas/^ 

<^ Sit doun there,'' she said, pushing the 
half-tiiroltled preacher with some viOi^ 
lence against a broken chair, '< sit doun 
thersr md gather your wind and your 
semes, ye black barrowjkram o' the kirk 
A$st ye are-*aie ye Ibu or fasting V 

^ Easting from all but sin,'' answered the 
I>oiaame^ who, reeoveric^ hig voices and" 
findifig hitf exorcisttiflf only wer^Gd- to exas- 
perate the mtmctable sca^eress, thought 
it best t& 9&Qt cotiQplaisaftee and subfldiS' 
timh fivwatdly ecmntng oi¥«r, hom^vur itie ' 
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« 

wholesome conjurations which he durst 
no longer utter aloud. But as the Domi- 
nie's brain was by no means equal to carry 
on two trains of ideas at the same time, a 
word or two of his mental exercise some- 
times escsqped, and mingled with his utter« 
ed speech in a manner ludicrous enough^ 
especially as the poor man shrunk himself' 
together aftser every escape of the kind^ 
from terror of the effect it might-produce 
upon the irritable feelings of the witch; 

Meg» in the meanwhile, went to a great 
black cauldron that was boiling on a fire on 
the floor, and, lifting the lid, an odoui: was 
diffused through the. Vault, which, if tlie 
vapours of a witch's cauldron could in aught 
be trusted,^ promised better thiogsi than 
the hell-broth which such' vessels ;ar& usu-^ 
ally supposed to contain; It was ia fact 
the savour of a goodly stew^ compOwd of 
fowls, hares, partridges, and xooorgamei 
boiled in a largo aes$ wit|» : ppUifeoes,. 
onions^ and leeks^ and, fironi t^^i^usf pf the 
cauldron^ appeared to be prepared far half 
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ar dozen of people at least. " So yc hae 
eat naething a' day ?^ said Meg, heaving a 
large portion of this mess into a btown 
di^9 and^ strewing it savourily with salt 
and pepper. 

" Nothing/' answered the Dominie— 
^^ scekstissima /~that is— gudewife." 

^ Hae then/' said sh^ placing the disH 
before him^ " there's what will warm jont 

« « I do not hunger— 7iwfl/g/fca — that is to 
say— Mrs Merrilies," for he said uhto 
himself, * the savour is sweet, but it hath 
beea cooked by a Canidia or an Ericthoe/ 
•< If ye dinna eat instantly, and put 
some saul in ye, by the bread and the 
saltj ril put it doun your throat wi' the 
cutty spoon, scauding as it is, and whe^ 
ther ye will or no. Gape, sinner, and 
swallow!'' 

Sampson, afraid of eye of newt, and toe 
of. frog, tigers' chaudrons^ and so forthj 
had determined not to venture ; but the 
mell^ of the stew was- fast melting his 
obstinacy, which flowed j&om his chops as. 
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it were in streams of water, and the 
witch's threats decided him to feed. 
Hunger and fear are excellent casuists. 

" Saul,'* said Hunger, " feasted with 
the witch of Endor/'— " And/' quoth Fear, 
^ the salt which she sprinkled upcm the 
food sheweth plainly it is not a necroman'. 
tic banquet, in which that seaaoming ne- 
ver occurs." << And besides," says Hunger; 
after the first spoonful, << it is savourj and 
nfreahing viands." 

*< So ye like the meatf'' smdthe hosr 
tess. 

" Yea," answered the Dominie, " and I 
give thee thoxik^—^eleratissifna /--^wfaich 
xneans— Mrs Minaret." 

" Aweel, eat your fill j but an yc kena'd 
how it was gotten, ye may be wadna like it 
sae weel." 

Sampson's spoon dropped, in tihe act of 
conveying its load to his mouth. ^< There's 
been mony a moonlight watch to bring a? 
tkat trade thegither— the Mk that are to 
ttt that dimier thought Httiie o' yow glime- 
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^ Is that all ?*' thought Sampson, resu- 
ming his spoon, and shovelling away matv 
fully J ** I will not lack my food upon that 
argument/^ 

** Now ye maun tak a dram*** 

" I will/* quoth Sampson— ** co»///ro /e-— 
that is» I thank you heartily/* &>t he 
thoi^t to himself, in for a penny in for a 
pounds and he fairly drank the witchY 
health in a cupfiill of brandy. When he 
had put this cope-stone upon Meg$ good 
cheer, he felt, as he said, ^^ mightily ele- 
vated, and afraid of no evil which coidd 
befidl unto him." 

" Will ye remember my errand now ?'* 

said Meg Mernlies ; '' I ken by the cast 

« 

o' your e*e that ye*re anither man than 
when you cam ia." 

<* I will, Mrs Maffgaret,*' repeated Samp- 
S(m. stoutly ; ^ I will deliver unto hnn the 
sealed yepistle, and will add what you 
pkatse to send by word of moutlh" 

<< Then 1*11 make it short,** says Meg ; 
^ fdl hodt tor teok at the sfa» wi^ut &ai 
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this night, and to do what I desire him ia 
that letter, as he would wish 

That Bertram's right and Bertram'^ might* 
Should meet on EUangowan iieight. 

•«*1 have seen him twice when he sawna 
me; I ken when he was in this country 
first; and I fcen what's brought him back 
again. Up, and to the gate ! ye're ower 
kng here— follow me." 

Sampson followed the sybil according-^ 
ty, who guided him about a quarter of a 
mile through the woods, by a shorter cut 
than he could have founds for himself ; 
they thenv entered upon the common, Meg 
still marching before him at a great pace> 
until she gained the top of a small hillock 
which overhung the road. 

*< Here/^ she said, *^ stand still here. Look 
how the setting sun breaks through^ yon 
doud that'll been darkening the lift b?^ day. 
See where the firat stream o' light fa's— it's 
upoa Donagild's rouUd tower^the aoldest 

4 



GUY MANN£EING. 1 Si 

tower in the castle </ EUaagowan— that's no 
for naething !r-See as it's gtooming to sea^ 
ward abune yon sloop in the bay— that's no 
for naething neitlier.— Here I stood on this 
very spot," said she,, drawing herself up so 
as not t(> lose: one hair-breadth of her un? 
commoaheigbti and stretching out her long 
sinewy arm, and clenched hand, << Here I 
stoodf when I tauld the last Laird o' EUan^^ 
gowan what was coming on, his house—* 
and did that fa' to. the ground S— na— it hit 
even ower sair !— And here, where 1 brake 
the wand of peace ower him--here I stand 
again— to bid Ccod bless and prosper the 
just heir of Ellangowan, that will sune be 
brought to his ain ; and the best laird he 
shall be that Ellangowan has seen for 
three hundred years*— 111 no live to see it^ 
may be j but there wiU be mony a blithe 
e'e see it though mine be dosed. And now^ 
Abel Sampson, as ever ye lo'ed the house 
of Ellangowan, away wi' my message to 
the English Colonel, as if life and deatk 
were upon your haste I'' 
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So saying, she turned suddenly fronl' 
the amazed Dominiei and regained vrith 
swift and long strides the shelter of the 
wood from which she had issued, at the 
point where it most encroached upon 
the common* i^mpson gazed i^er her 
for a moment m utter astonit^meot, and 
then obeyed her directions^ harrying ta 
Woodbourne at a pace very unusual for 
him, exclaiming three times, " Prodigir- 
ous ! prodigiows ! pro^i-^-oua !!*' 
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CHAPTEil VIII. 



h is not madnefs 



That I l^ve utter'd ; bring me to the test^ 
And I the matter will re-word ; which madness 
Would gambol from. 

Hamlets 

As Mr Sampson crossed the hall with a 
bewildered, look, the good housekeeper, 
who was on the watch for his retarn, sat« 
lied forth upon hiin--^« What's this o't 
now, Mr Sampdon, this is waur than ever ! 
— ye'U really do yoursell some injury wi^ 
these lang fasts-^naethings sae hurtful to 
the stamach, Mr Sampson— if ye would 
but put some pepperment draps in your 
pocket, or let Barnes cut you a sand« 
wich/* 

" Avoid thee !** quoth the Dominie, hi^ 
mind running stiU upon his interview with 
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Meg Merrilies, and making for the dining: 
parlour* 

" Na, ye need na gang in there, the 
cloth's been removed an hour ago, and 
the Colonel's at hi» wine '^ but just step^ 
into my room, I have a nice staiL that the 
cook will do in a moment." 

** Exorcizo te /" said Sampson,—** that 
is, I have dined .^ 

** Dined ! it'& impossible— wha can ye 
hae dined wi*, you that gangs out nae 
gate?" 

" With Beelzebub, I believe/' said the 
minister. 

" Na, then he's bewitched for certain," 
aaid the housekeeper,, letting go her hold ^ 
^he's bewitched, or he's. daA, and ony 
way the Colonel maun just guide him his. 
ain gate— Waes me ! Hecl^ sirs ! It's a sair 
thing to see learning bring folk to this I!' 
and with this compassionate ejaculation, 
she retreated into her own premises. 

The object of her. commiseratioa had 
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by this time entered the dining^ parlour, 
where his appearance gave great surprise* 
He was mud up ta the shouldersi and the 
natural paleness of his hue was twice as 
cadaverous as usual, through terror, fa- 
tigue, and perturbation of mind. " What 
on earth is. the meaning of this, Mr Samp* 
son ?'' said Mannering,. who observed Miss 
Bertram looking much alarmed for her simi- 
ple but attached friend. 

" Ea^arcisOf'*— said the.Dominie»^ 

"How, siri*' 

/^I crave pardon^ honourable sir! but 

aay wits"-: r ; - 

* V iWe gone a wool-gathering,. I think— 
pray, Mk: jSan^)son,. collect yourself^ and 
let me know the meaning of all this/' 

Sampson was about to reply, but find- 
ing his Latin Jbrmula of exorcism still 
€iame moat readily to his tongue, he pru- 
dently desisted fit>nL the attempt, and put 
the scrap of paper which he had received 
fnna the gypsey into Mannering's hand, 
who broke the seal and read it with sur- 
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prise. ** This seems to be some jest/^ he 
said, " and a very dull one/* 

<< It came from no jesting person," said 
Mr Sampson* 

«* From whom then did it come ?- 

The Dominie, who often displayed some 
delicacy of recollection in cases where 
Miss Bertram had an interest, remembered 
the painful circumstances connected with 
Meg Merrilies, looked at the young lodiei^ 
and remained silent. *' We wiUjoia yo\i\ 
at the tea-table in an instant^ Julia ; I see 
that Mr Sampson wishes to. speak to me 
alone.— And now they are gone, ' what, ill 
Heaven's qam^ is the meaatin^ of tkis V^ 

•^ It m2sy be a message .fn»fi IKbavef^^ 
said the Dominie^ <« tot it ^MK by B^ 
zebubfa postmistress. It was thftt wifieh, 
Meg Merrilies, who should have bVM 
burned with a tar^barrdl twenty yenM^ 
since, for a harlot, thief^ witch, and gyp^ 
sey.'* 

" Are you sure it was she ¥' said the Co^ 
lonel with great intet est 
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■^ Sure« honoured tdr ? the like o' Meg 
Merrilies is not to be seen in any land." 

The Colonel paced the room rapidly^ co- 
gitating with bimaelf. '* To send out to 
apprehend her— but it 13 too distant to 
send to Mac*Morlan, and Sir Robert Ha- 
zlewood is a pompous coxcomb ; besides 
the chance of not finding her upon the 
spot» and the humour of silence that seized 
her before may again return ; ^no, I will 
not, to save being thought a fool, neg- 
lect the course she points out* Many 
of her class set out by being impostors, 
and end by being enthusiasts, or hold a 
kind of darkling conduct between both 
lines, unconscious almost when they are 
chtoting themselvesi or when imposing on 
other8«-^Well, my course is a plain one at 
any rate ; and if my efibrts are fruitless, it 
shall not be owing to over-jealousy of my 
own' character for wisdom." 

With this he rang the bell, and order- 
ing Barnes into his private sitting-room, 
gave him some orders, with the result of 
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tvhich the reader may be made hereafter 
acquainted^ We must now take up an* 
other adventure, which is also to be wovea 
into the story of this remarkable day« 

Charles Hazlewood had not ventured 
to make a visit at Woodbourne during i^ ■ 
absence of the Colonel Indeed, Manner* 
ing*s whole behaviour had impressed upda^ 
him an opinion that this would be dis- 
agreeable ; and such was the -ascendency 
which the successful soldier and accora«' 
plished gentleman had attained over his 
conduct, that in no rei^ect would he have 
ventured to offend him. He saw, or 
thought he saw, in Colonel Mannering^s 
general conduct, an approbation of his at- 
tachment to Miss Bertram. But then he^ 
saw still more plainly the impropriety of 
any attempt at a private correspondence^ 
of which his parents could not be suj^pni- 
sed to approve, aad he respected thisbar- >^ 
lier interposed betwixt tbem, botk on Msn- 
nering's account, and as he was the liberal' 
and zealous protector of Miss Bertram,^ 
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" No," said he to himself, " I will not en- 
danger the comfort of my Lucy's present 
retreat, until I can offer her a home of her 
owa." 

With this valorous resolution, which he 
maintained, although his horse, from con- 
stant habit, turned his head down the ave- 
nue of Woodboume, and although he him- 
self passed the lodge twice every day, he 
withstood a strong inclination to ride down, 
just to ask how the young ladies were, and 
whether he could be of any service to ' 
them during Colonel Mannering's absence. 
But upon tjie second occasion, he felt the 
temptation so severe, that he resolved not 
to expose himself to it a third time ; and, 
contenting himself with sending hopes 
and enquiries, and so forth, to Wood- 
boume, he resolved to make a visit long 
promised to a family at some distance, and 
to Tetura in such time as to be one of th^ 
earliesit among Mannering*s visitors, who 
should congratulate his safe return from 
liis distant and hazardous expedition to 
Edinburgh. Accordingly, he made out 
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his visit, and having arranged matters so 
as to be informed within a few hours after 
Colonel Mannering reached Woodbourne, 
he fixed to take leave of the friends with 
whom be had spent the interrening time, 
with the intention of dining at Wood- 
bourne, where he was in a great measure 
domesticated ; and this (for he thought 
much more deeply on the subject than 
Was necessary) would, he flattered himself, 
appear a simple, natural, and easy mode, 
of conducting himself. 

Fate, Iiowever, of which lovers make 
80 many complaints, was, in this ease, un- 
favourable to Charles Hazlewood.' His 
horse's shoes required an alteration, in con- 
sequence of the fresh weather havibg de- 
cidedly commenced. The lady of the 
house, where he was a visitor, chose to 
indulge in her own room till a very late 
breakfast hour. His friend also insisted 
on showing him a Htter of puppies, which 
his favourite pointer bitch' had (H^oduced 

that morning. Hie ccdours had occasion 

9 
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cd some doubts about the paternity, a 
weighty question of legitimacy, to the de- 
cision of which Hazlewood's opinion was 
called in as arbiter between his friend and 
his groom, and which inferred in its con- 
sequences, which of the litter should be 
drowned, which saved. Besides, the Laird 
himself delayed our young lover's depar- 
ture for a considerable time, endeavour- 
ing, with long and superfluous rhetoric, to 
insinuate to Sir Robert Hazlewood, through 
the medium of his son, his own particular 
ideas respecting the line of a meditated 
turnpike road. It is greatly to the shame 
of our young lover's apprehension, that af- 
ter the tenth reiterated account of the mat- 
ter, he could not see the advantage to be 
obtained by the proposed road passing over 
the Lang-hirs^ Windy-knowe, the Good- 
honse-park, Hailziecroft, and tiien crossing 
the river at Simon's pool, and so by the 
road to Kippletringan ; and the less eligi- 
ble line pointed out by the English sur- 

VOL. III. G 
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veyor, which would go clear tlirough the 
main enclosures at Ilazlewood, and cut 
within a mile, or nearly so, of the house 
itself, destroying the privacy and pleasure^ 
as his informer contended, of the grounds. 
In short, the adviser (whose actual in- 
terest was to have the bridge built as near 
as possible to a farm of his own) failed ia 
every effort to attract young Hazlewood'a 
attention, until he mentioned by chance^ 
that the proposed line was favoured by 
♦* that fellow Glossin," who pretended to 
take a lead in the county. On a sudden 
young Hazlewood became attentive and 
interested ; and having satisfied himself 
which was the line that Glossin .patroni-^ 
zed, assured his friend it should not be his 
fault if his father did not countenance any 
other instead of that. But these various iu* 
terruptions consumed the mborning. Ha* 
zlewood got on horseback at least three 
hours later than he intended, and, cursing 
fine ladies, pointers, puppies, and turnpike 
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acts of parliament, saw himself detained 
beyond the time when he could, with pro- 
priety, intrude upon the family at Wood* 
bourne. 

He had passed, therefore, the turn of 
the road which led to that mansion, only 
edified by the distant appearance of the 
blue Bmoke, curling against the pale sky 
of the winter evening, when he thought 
he beheld the Dominie taking a foot-path 
for the house through the woods* He 
called after him, but in vain ; for that ho* 
nest gentleman, never the most suscepti- 
ble of extraneous impressions, had just 
that moment parted from Meg Merrilies, 
and was too deeply wrapt up in pondering 
upon her vaticinations, to make any an- 
swer to Hazlewood 8 call. He was, there- 
fore, obliged to let him proceed without 
enquiry after the health of the young la- 
dies,* or any other fishing question, to 
which he tnight, by good chance, have 
had an answer returned wherein Miss Ber. 
tmm^ name might have been mentioned 



•>. 
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All cause for haste was therefbre now over, 
and, slackening the reins upon his horse^s 
neck, he permitted him to ascend at his 
own leisure the steep sandy track bcitweea 
two high banks, which, ascending to a 
considerable height, commanded, at length, 
nn extensive view of the neighbouring 
country* Hazlewood was, however, so &r 
irom eagerly looking forward to this pros- 
pect, though it had the recommendation, 
that great part of the land was his father's, 
and must necessarily be his own, that his 
head still turned towards the chimneys of 
Woodbourne, although at every stq) his 
horse made the difficulty of employing his 
eyes in that direction become greater. 
From the reverie in which he was sunk, 
he was suddenly roused by a voice too 
harsh to be called female, yet too shrill for 
a man : — ^^ What's kept you on the road sac 
lang ?— maun ither folk do your wark ?** 
• He looked up ; the spokeswoman was 
very taU, had a voluminous handkerchief 
rolled roimd her head, her grizsded hair 



GUY MAKNEEIKG. 1 49 

flowing in elf-locks from beneath it, a 
long red cloak, and a staff in her hand^ 
headed with a sort of spear pointr-it waa^ 
in short, Meg Merrilies. Hazlewood had 
never se^i this remarkable figure before ; 
he drew up his reins m astonishment at 
her appearance! and made a full stop. *^ I 
think/' continued she^ ** they that hae ta'en 
interest in the house of Ellangowan suld 
deep nane this night ; three men hae 
been seeking ye, and you are gaun hame 
to sleep in your bed— d^e- think if the 
kd-baim fa's the sister will do weel I na, 
na r 

'^ I don't understand you, good woman,!' 

said Hazlewood : '* If you mesui Miss 

I Doean any of the late Ellangowan family^ 
tell me what I can do for them," 

** Of the late Ellangowan family?*' she 
answered with great vehemence, '* of the 
hie Ellangowan family! and when was 
there ever,, or when will there ever be, a 
&mily ^ of . Ellangowan, but bearing the 
gallant nam&^pkf the bfuild Bertrams T 
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^' But what do you mean, good woman ?" 
<< I am nae good woman* a' the country 
kens I am bad aieugh, and may be sorry 
eneugh that I am nae better. But I can 
do what good women canna, and darena 
do. I can do what would freeze the blood 
o' them that is bred in biggit wa's for nae- 
thing but to bind bairns^ heads, and to hap 
them in the cradle. Hear me~the guard's 
drawn off at the custom-house at Fortan- 
ferry, and it's brought up to Hazlewood- 
house by your father's orders, because he 
^inks his house is to be attacked this night 
by the smugglers ; — there's naebody means 
to touch his house ; he has gude blood and 
geiitle blood— I say little o' him for him« 
sell, but there's naebody thinks him worth 
meddling wV. Send the horsemen back 
to their post, cannily and quietly-^see 
an' they winna hae wark the night~aye 
will they— the guns will flash and the 
swords will gUtter in the braw moon." 

^ Good God ! what do you mean ? your 
Vords 4aid laanaer would persuade me you 
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are mad, and yet there is a strange combw 
nation in what you say." 

<* I am not mad ! 1 have been imprisoo- 
ed for mad-^scourged for road— banished 
for mad— but mad I am not. Hear ye, 
Charles Hazlewood of Hazlewood ; d'ye 
bear malice against him that wounded 
you r 

*' No, dame, God forbid ; my arm is 
quite well, and I have always said the shot 
was discharged by accident. I should be 
glad to tell the young man so." 
. << Then do what I bid ye, and yell do 
him matr gude than ever he did you ill ;^. 
for if be was left to his ill-wishers he would 
be a bloody corpse ere morn, or a banished 
man— but there's ane abune a'.— Do as I 
bid you, send back the soldiers. There's 
nae mair fear o' Hazle wood-house than 
there's o* Cruffell-fell." And she vanished 
with her usual celerity of pace. 

It would seem that the appearance of 
this female, and the mixture of frenzy and 
enthusiasm in her address, seldom faited 
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to produce the strongest impression upon: 
those whom she addressed. Her words, 
though wild, were too plain and intelligible 
for actual madness, and yet too vehement 
and extravagant for sober-minded commu- 
nication. She seemed acting under the in-» 
fluence of an imagination rather strongly 
excited than deranged ; and it is wonderful 
how palpably the difference, in such cases^ 
is impressed upon the qiind of the auditor^ 
This may account for the attention with 
which her strange and mysterious hinta 
were heard and acted upon. It is certain, 
at least, that young Hazlewood was strong* 
ly. impressed by her sudden appearance 
and imperative tone. He rode to Hazle-» 
wood at a brisk pace. It had been darlc 
for some time before he reached the house, 
and on bis arrival there^ he saw aoonfim^ 
ation of what the sybil had hinted; v' 

(Thirty dragoon- horses stood und6r a 
^hed near the offices, with their bridles 
linked together. Three or' four soldiers 
fittended as a guard, white others stamped 
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up and down with their long broad-swords 
and heavy boots in front of the house* 
Hazlewood asked a non-commissioned oi& 
ficer from whence they came ? ^^ From 
IVirt»[iferry.^' 

^ Had they left any guard there ?'^ 
^ No ; they had been drawn off by on> 
der of Sir Robert Hazlewood for defence 
of his hosue, against an attack which was 
threatened by the smugglers*" 

Charles Hazlewood instantly went in 
quest of his father, and^ having paid his 
•respects to him upon his return, request* 
cd to know upon what account he had 
thought it necessary to send for a militaiy 
escort. Sir Robert assured his son in re- 
plyy that from the information, intelli- 
gence, and tidings* which had been com- 
municated to^ and laid before him, he had 
the deepest reason to believe, credit,, and^ 
be convinced, that a riotous assault wouidi 
that night be attempted and perpetrated 
against Hazlewood^-house, by a set of 
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itnogglevsi gypsies, aad other desperadoes. 
«> And what, my dear sir, should direct the 
fury of such persons against ours rather 
than any other house in the country ?'' 

<< I should rather think, suppose^ and 
be of opinion, sir,'' answered Sir Hobert, 
*^ with deference to your wisdom and ex- 
perience, that upoa these eccasions and 
times,^ the vengeance of such persons is 
directed or levelled against die most im- 
portant and distinguished in point of 
xanky talent, birth, and situation, who 
-have^ diecked, interfered with^. and dis- 
4xmntenaiiced their unlawful and illegal 
lend criminal actions- or deeds/' 

Young Hazleweody^ who knew .his &* 
ther's foible, answered, that the causjs 
of his surprise did not lie where. Sir Ro- 
bert apprehended^ but that he only won- 
.*dered theyc should think of attacking a 
iftouse where there were so many servants, 
and where a signal to- the neighbouring 
-tenants^ could call ia such strong assist* 
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ance ; and added, that he doubted much 
wbether the reputation of the faouly would 
not in some degree suffer from calling: sol^ 
diers from their duty at the custcmi-hocurer 
to {H*otect them, as if they were not suffix 
ciently strong to defend themselves upon 
any ordinary occasion. He even hinted, 
that in case their house's enemies should 
observe that this precaution had been ta- 
ken unnecessarily, there would be no end 
of their sarcasms. 

Sir Robert Hazlewood was rather puz« 
zled at this intimatioii^ for, like most dull 
men, be heartily hated and feared ridicule. 
He gathered himself up, and looked with 
a sOTt of pompous embairassment, as if he 
wished to be thought ta despise* thcf 0{Ui* 
nion of the public, which in reality ; he 
dreaded. 

<< I really should have thought^'' he said, 
« that the injury which had already beeo 
aimed at my house in your persao, being 
the next heir and representative of the 



156 GUT HANNERING. 

Hadewood .. fiunify, failings me-*I should 
have thought and believed, I say^ that this 
would have justified me sufl&ciently in tihe 
eyes of the most respectable and greatest 
part of the people, for taking such precau- 
tions as are calculated to prevent and im- 
pede a repetition of outrage.'^ 

^ Really, sir» I must remind you of what 
I have often said before, that I am posi- 
tive the discharge of the piece was acci- 
dentol/' 

^^Sir, k was not accidental; but you 
willibe "Wiser than your elders,'' 

s 

'■^* Really, sir, in what so intimately con« 
cems mysdP * 

*^ Sir, it does not concern you hut in a 
very secondary degree-^that is, it does not 
eoncem you, as« giddy young fdlow, who 
takes pleasurie in contradicting his father ;, 
but it concerns the country, sir ;. and the 
county, siri and the public^ sir ; and the 
kingdom of Scotlimd, in so far as the inte« 
rest of the Hazlewood &mily, sir, is com- 
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mitted, and interested^ and put in peril» 
in, by, and through you, sir. And the fell 
low is in safe custody, and Mr Glossin 
thinks*' 

" Mr Glossin, sir ?** 

^ Yes» sir, the gentleman who has pur- 
chased Ellangowan-— you know who I 
mean, I suppose ?*' 

<^ Yes, sir ; but I should hardly have ex^ 
pected to hear you quote such authority. 
Why, this fellow— all the world knows 
him to be sordid, mean, tricking, and I 
suspect him to be worse* And you your- 
8eif» my dear sir^ when did you call such 
a person a gentleman in your life be* 
fbrer 

^^ Why, Charles, I did not mean gentle- 
man in the precise sense and meaning, and 
restricted and proper use, to which, no 
doubt» it ought legitimately to be con- 
fined } but I mean to use it relatively, as 
marking something of that state to which 
lie has elevated and raised himself- as de- 
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aigniog, in short, a decent and wealthy and 
estimable sort of person/* 

*' Allow me to ask, sir, if it was* by this 
man's orders that the guard was drawn 
from Portanferry ?" 

<< Sir, I do apprehend that Mr Glossin 
would not presume to give orders, or even 
an opinion, unless asked, in a matter in 
which Hazlewood- house and the house of 
Hazlewood— meaning by the one this man* 
sion-hou^e of my family, and by the other, 
typically, metaphoricidly, and parabolical* 
ly, the family itself^I say then where the 
house of Hazlewood, or Hazlewood*hous^ 
were so immediately concerned" 

** I presume, however, sir, he approved 
of the proposal ?'* 

^* Sir, I thought it decent and right and 
proper to consult him as the nearest ma« 
gistrate, as soon as report of the intended 
outrage reached my ears ; and idthough he 
declined, out of deference and respect, as 
became our relative situations, to concur 



ia the ortkr» yet, he did entirely approve 
of my arrangement.'* 

At thiB moment a horse's &et were heard 
€omiQg very fast up the avenue. In a few 
mkniites the door opened, and Mr Mao 
Morlan presented himself. *< I am un- 
der great cfmcem to intrude, Sir Robert^ 
but'*^ 

<< Give me leave, Mr Mac-Modan, — this 
is no intrusion, sir ; for your situation as 
BhadffaubsUtute calling upon you to afc- 
t&gd to the peace of the county, (and^ 
doubtless, feding yourself particularly 
called upon to protect Hazlewood-house,) 
you have an acknowledged, and admitted^ 
and undeniable right, sir, to enter the 
house of the first gentleman in Scotland, 
uninvitedr— always presuming you to be 
called there by the duty of your office." 

«< It is indeed the duty of my office," 
said Macf-Morlan,. who waited with impa« 
tience an opportunity to speak, *^ that 
makes me an intruder,'' 
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<< No intrusion !'* reiterated the Btfone^ 
gracefully waving his hand* 

<< But permit me to say. Sir Robert^ I di> 
not come with the purpose of remaininjg 
here, but to recall these soldiers to Fork* 
anferry, and to assure you that I will mu 
swer for the safety of your house.'^ 

<* To withdraw the guard from Hade^i 
wood-rhouse ? — and you will be answerable 
for it ! And, pray, who are you^ shr, tliat I 
should take your security, and caution^ anil 
pledge, official or personal, fof the safety 
of Hazlewood-house ?— ^I think,^ sir, and 
believe, sir, and am of opinion, sir, that if 
any one of these &mily pictures were de^ 
ranged, or destroyed, or injured, it would 
be difficult for me to make up the loss 
upon the guarantee which you so- obliging^ 
ly offer me/' 

<< In that case I shall^be sorry ^r it^ Sir 
Robert ; but I presume I may escape the 
pain of feeling my conduct the cause of 
such irreparable loss, as I can assure you 
there will be no attempt upon Hazlewood>- 
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house whatever, and I have received in- 
formation which induces me to suspect that 
the rumour was put afloat merely in order 
to occasion the removal of the soldiers 
from Portanferry. And under this strong 
belief, and conviction I must exert my au- 
thority to OTder the whole, or greater part 
of them, back again. £ regret much* that 
by my accidental absence^ a good deal 
of delay has already taken place, and we 
shall not now reach Portanferry until it ia 
Ute/' 

Aa Mr Mac*Morlan waa the superior 
magiatrate, and expressed himself peremp- 
tory in the purpose of acting as such, the 
Baronet, though highly oflfended, could 
only say, " Very well, sir, it is very well. 
Nay» sir, take them all with you — I am far 
from desiring any to be left here, sir. We» 
sir, can protect ourselves,^ sir. But you 
will have the goodness to observe, sir, that 
you are acting on your own proper risque^ 
sii; and peril,, air, and responsibility, air, 
if any. thing sl^ happen ox befall to Ha- 
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dlewbod-house, 6ir, or the inhabitants^ sir^ 
or to the furniture and paintings, sir/* 

<^ I am acting to the best of my judge* 
ment and information, Sir Robert, and I 
vust pray of you to believe so, and to par- 
don me accordingly. I beg you to observe 
it is no time for ceremony — ^it is ahready 
very kte/* 

But Sir Robert, without deigning to list- 
en to his apologies, immediately employed 
himself in arming and arraying his domes* 
tics. Charles Hazlewood longed to accom- 
pany the military, which was about to de- 
part for Portanferry, and which waff now 
drawn up and mounted by direction and 
under guidance of Mr Mac-Morlan, as the 
civil magistrate. But it would have given 
pain «nd offence to his father to have left 
him at a moment when he conceived him^ 
self beset with enemies. Young Hazle- 
wood therefore gazed from a witidow with 
suppressed regret and displeasure, until lie 
heard .the officer give the word of com- 
mand — ^* From the right to the front, by 
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files, m-a-rch. Leading file, to the right 
wheel— Trot.*' — ^The whole party then get- 
ting into a sharp and uniform pace, were 
soon lost among the trees, and the noise 
of their hoofe died speedily away in the 
distance. 



*> 
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CHAPTER IX* 



Wr couHers and wp forchammerft 
We garrM tho bars bang merriiyi 

Until we came to the inner prison* 
Where Willie o' Kinmont he did ]ie» 

Old Border Baliadi 



We return to Portanferry, and to Bcr^ 
tram and his honest-hearted friend^ most 
innocent inhabitants of a place built iw 
the guilty. The slumbers of the farmer 
were as sound as it waa possible. But 
Bertram's first heavy sleep passed away 
long before midnight, nor could he again 
recover that state of oblivion. Added ta 
the uncertahfi and uncomfortable state of 
his mind, his body felt feverish and op- 
pressed. Ttdt waa chiefly owing to the 



dose and confined air of the small apart- 
ment in which they slept. After enduring 
for some time tiie broiling and suffiicating 
feeling attendant upon such an atmosphere, 
he rose to endeavour to open the window 
ef the apartment, and thus to procure a 
change of air. Alas ! the first trial remind- 
ed him that he was in jail, and that the 
building being contrived for security, not 
comfort, the means of procuring fresh air 
were not left at the disposal of the wretch- 
ed inhabitants. Disappointed in this at- 
tempt, he stood by the unmanageable win- 
dow for. some time. Little Wasp, though 
oppressed with the fatigue of his journey 
on the preceding day, crept out of bed after 
his master, and stood by him rubbing his 
shaggy coat against his legs, and express- 
ing* by a murmuring sound, the delight 
which he felt at being restored to him. 
Thus accompanied, and waiting until the 
feverish feeling which at present agitated 
his blood should subside into a desire for 
warmth and slumber, Bertram remained for 
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some time looking out upon the sea. The 
tide was now nearly fuU, and dashed hoarser 
and near below the base of the building," 
Now and then a large wave reached even 
the barrier or bulwark which defended the 
foundation of the house, and was flung 
upon it with greater force and noise than* 
those which only broke upon the sand. 
Far at distance, under the indistinct light 
of a hazy and often aver-clouded moon, 
the ocean rolled its multitudinous compli- 
cation of waves, crossing, bursting, and 
mingling with each other. ^* A wild and 
dim spectacle,'' said Bertram to himself^ 
^^ like those crossing tides of fate whicb 
have tossed me about the world from tny 
infancy upwards. When will this Qncertain-r 
ty cease, and how soon shall I be permitted 
to look out for a tranquil home, where I 
may cultivate in quiet, and without dread 
and perplexity, those arts of peace from 
which my cares have been hitherto so forci- 
bly diverted ? Hie car of Fancy, it is said, 
* can discover the voice of sea*nymphs and 
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tritons amid the burstiDg murmurs of the 
ocean ; would that I could do so, and that 
some syren or Proteus would arise from 
these billows to unriddle for me the strange 
maze of fate in which I am so deeply en- 
tangled !— Happy friend!'' he said, looking 
at the bed where Dinmont had deposited 
his bulky person, << thy cares are confined 
to the narrow round of a healthy and thri- 
ving occupation ! Thou canst lay them 
aside at pleasure, and enjoy the deep repose 
of body and mind which wholesome labour 
has prepared for thee !" 

At this moment his reflections were 
broken by little Wasp, who, attempting 
to spring up against the window, began 
to yelp and bark most furiously. The 
sounds reached Dinmont's ears, but with- 
out dissipating the illusion which had 
transported him from this wretched apart- 
ment to the fr^e air of his own green 
hills. '* Hoy, Yarrow, man — far yaud— 
fkr yaud^'^ he muttered between his teeth. 
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imagining, doubtless, that he was calling 
to bis sheep-dog* The continued bark« 
ing of the terrier within was answered 
by the angry challenge of the mastiff in 
die court-yard, which had for a long time 
been silent, excepting only an occasipnal 
short and deep note, uttered when the 
moon shone suddenly from among the 
clouds. Now, his clamour was continued 
and furious, and seemed to be excited by 
some disturbance, distinct from the bark- 
ing of Wasp, which had first given him 
the alarm, and which, with much trou« 
ble, his master had contrived to still into 
an angry note of low growling. At last 
Bertram, whose attention was now fully 
awakened, conceived that he saw a boat 
upon the sea, and heard in good earn- 
est the sound of oars and of human 
voices, mingling with the dash of the bil- 
lows. *< Some benighted fishermen,'* he 
thought, << or perhaps some of the despe- 
rate traders firom the Isle of Man. They 
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are very hardy, faowever, to approach so 
near to the custom-house, where there 
Must be centinels.-^It is a large boat, like 
a long-boat) and full of people ; perhaps 
it belongs to the revefiiiie service/' Ber- 
tram was confirmed in this lasft opinion, 
by observing that th6 boat made for a lit- 
tle qui^ which rati into the sea behind 
the custom-house, and, jumping ashore one 
after another, the crew, to the number 
of twenty hands, glided secretly up a 
small lane which divided the custom-house 
from the Bridewell, and disappeared from 
his sight, leaving only two persons to take 
care of the boat 

The dash of these men's oars at first, 
and latterly the suppressed sounds of their 
voices, had excited the wrath of the wake- 
ful centinel in the court-yard, who now 
exalted his deep voice iilto such a horrid 
and continuous diti, that it a;vakened his 
brute mastier, as saVage a ban-dog as him- 
self. His cry from a window, of '^ How 

VOL, nr, H 
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now, Tearum, what's the matter, sir?— 
down, d — n ye, down!" produced no 
abatement of Tearum*8 vociferation^ which 
in part prevented his master from hearing 
the sounds of alarm which bis ferocious 
vigilance was in the act of challenging. 
But the mate of the two-legged Cerberus 
was gifted with sharper ears than her hus«> 
band. She also was now at the window ; 
*' B — t ye, gae down and let loose the 
dog," she said, *' they're sporting the door 
of the custom-house, and the auld sap at 
Hazle wood- house has ordered off the 
guard. But ye hae nae mair heart than 
a cat." And down the Amazon sallied to 
perform the task herself, while her help- 
mate, more jealous of insurrection within 
doors, than of storm from without, went 
from cell to cell to see that the inhabitants 
of each were carefully secured.} 

These latter sounds with which we have 
made the reader acquainted, lia^ their ori- 
gin in front of the housei and. were con?- 
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ftquently imperfectly heard by Bertram, 
whose apartment, a$ we have already no* 
ticed, looked from the back part of the 
building upon the sea« He heard, how- 
ever, a stir and tumult in the house; 
which did not seem to accord with the 
stem seclusion of a prison at the hour 
of midnight, and could not but suppose 
that something extraordinary was about 
to take place. In this belief he shook 
Dinmont by the shoulder — " Eh ! — Aye ! 
—-Oh !— Ailie, woman, it's no time to get 
up yet," groaned the sleeping man of the 
mountains. More roughly shaken, how- 
ever, he gathered himself up, shook his 
ears, and asked, " In the name of Provi- 
dence, what's the matter ?"* 

*^ That I can't tell you," replied Ber- 
tram ; '^ but either the place is on fire, 
or some extraordinary thing is about to 
happen. Do you hear what a noise there 
is of clashing doors within the house, 
and of hoarse voices, murmurs, and dist- 
ant shotttsHm tbe outside ? Upon my word. 
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I believe something very extraordinary 
has taken place— Get up for the love of 
Ueaven> and let us be oa our gi&ard/V 

Dinmont rose at the idea of danger, 
as intrepid and undismayed asb any of 
his ancestors when the beacon light was 
kindled. ^^ Odd, Captain, this ia a qneec 
place ! they wunna let ye out in the day^ 
and they wunna let ye sleep in the night. 
Deil, but it wad break my heart in a 
fortnight. But, Lordsake, what a rackit 
they're making now ! — Odd, I wisk we 
had some light. — Wasp — Wasp, whish^ 
binny— whisht, my bonnie man,, and let'a 
hear what they're doings — Deil's, in ye,. 
will ye whisht?*' — They sought in vain 
among the embers the means iof lighting; 
their candle, and the noise without still 
continued. Dinmont ia his turn had re?, 
course to the window-^^^ Lordsake,. Cap^ . 
taia ! come here.— Odd, they hae brokeq 
the Custom-House.^'' 

Bertram hastened to the window, and. 
plainly saw amiscelUncouacrowdof dmu|p« 
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glerSi and blackguards of different descrip* 
ttons, aamecarryitig lighted torches, others 
bearing packages and barrels down the lane 
to the boat that was lying at the quay, to 
which two or three other fisher- boats were 
now brought round* They were loading 
each of these in their turn^ and one or twa 
had already put off to seaward. ^^ Thk 
speaks for itself/' said Bertram ; ^^ but I 
fear something worse has happened. Do 
yen feel a strong smell of smoke, or is it 
roy fancy r*' 

"Fancy?" answered Dinmont, ** there's 
a reek like a killogie. Odd, ^ if they burn 
the Custom-Housei it will catch here, and 
we'll lunt like a tar-barrel a* thegither.—- 
£h ! it wad be fearsome to be burnt alive 
for naething, like as if ane had been a 
warlock ! Mac-Guffog, hear ye !'* — loar* 
ing at the top of his voicei ** an ye wad 
ever hae a haill bane in your skin, let's 
out, man I let's out !" 

The fire began now to rise high, and 
thick clouds of smoke rolled past the win* 
dow^ at which Bertram and Dinmont were 
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stationed. Sometimes, as the wind plec^ 
sed, the dim shroud of vapour hid eveiy 
thing from their sight; sometimes a red 
glare illuminated hoth land and sea, and 
shone full on the stern and fierce figures^ 
who, wild with ferocious activity, were en* 
gaged in loading the boats. The fire was 
at length triumphant, and spouted in jeta 
of flame out at each window of the burn"^ 
ing building, while huge flakes of burning 
materials came driving on the wind against 
the adjoining prison, and rolling a dark cai^ 
nopy of smoke over all the neighbourhood. 
The shouts of a furious mob resounded far 
and wide ; for the smugglers, in their tri* 
umph, were joined by all the rabble of the 
little town and neighbourhood^ now arou-' 
sed, and in complete agitation, notwith^ 
standing the lateness of the hour. 

Bertram began to be seriously uneasy 
for their fate. There was no stir in the 
house ; it seemed as if the jailor had de- 
serted his charge, and left the prison with 
its wretched inhabitants to the mercy of 
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the conflagration which was spreading 
towards them. In the mean time a new 
and fierce attack was heard upon the outer 
gate of the correction-house, which, bat- 
tered with sledge-hammers and crows, was 
soon forced. The keeper and his wife had 
fled ; their servants readily surrendered the 
keys. The liberated prisoners, celebrating 
their deliverance with the wildest yells of 
joy, mingled among the mob which had gi- 
ven them freedom. In the midst of the con- 
fusion which ensued, three or four of the 
principal smugglers hurried to the apart- 
ment of Bertram with lighted torches, and 
armed with cutlasses and pistols. — " Der 
dey vil," said the leader, " here's our mark P 
and two of them seized on Bertram ; but 
one whispered in his ear, ** Make no re- 
sistance till you are in the street." The 
same individual found an instant to say 
to Dinmont— ^* Follow your friend, and 
help when you see the time come." 

In the hurry of the moment Dinmont 
obeyed and followed close. The two smug- 
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gler^ dragged Bertram along the p^sage, 
dowi^ splits, thrpugU the court^yard, &av 
ill^I^inated by the glaie ' of $r^, apd in* 
tp the narrow street to which th^ gate 
openedj where, in th$ confusion, the gang 
were pecessariLy in some degree separa- 
ted fxom eacl^ other. A rapid noise, as 
of a body of horse advancipg, seamed to 
add to the confusiop. ^* Hagel and wet- 
ter, what is that ?" ^id the leader ; ^' keep 
together, kinder, 1oo|l tp the prispi|i;efr.*'f-r 
But in 4spite of his charge, the t^'iO who 

jb?14 JB^rtram w?re the tost pf <hf p«^yt - 

The sounds and signs of violence were 
heard in front. The pret&s became furi* 
ously agitated, while some eedeavo^xed to 
defend themselveSi others to escape : shots 
were fired, and the gillteririg broadswords 
began tx> appear flashing above dse beadB of 
the rioters. ^^ Now,^ said the wanking voice, 
" sbake off that fellow, and follow me." 

Bert ram j exerting fats strength suddeflt- 
ly and elFectually, easily bcnrst from the 
grasp of the man who held his coUar cm 
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the right side. The fellow attempted ta 
draw a pistol, but was prostrated by a 
blow of Dinmocit's fist, which an ox could 
hardly have received without the same 
humiliation. ^* Follow me quick," said 
the friendly parttzan^ and dived through 
a very narrow and dirty lane which led 
Irom the street. 

No pursuit took place. The attention 
of tlie smugglers was otherwise and very 
disagreeably engaged by the sudckn ap^ 
pearahce of Mac-Modan and the party of 
horse. 'This indeed would have happened 
in time sufficient to have prevented the . 
attempt, had not the magistrate received 
upon the road some false information^ 
which led him to think that the smug- 
glers were to be landed at the Bay of El- 
langowan. Nearly two hours were lost 
in odnsequence of this false intelligence, 
which it may be no lack of charity to supi- 
pose that GlossiUi so deeply interested ia 
the issue of that night's daring attempt^ 
bad contrived to throw in Mac-Morlan/& 
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way, availing himself of the knowledge 
that the soldiers had left Hazlewood-house, 
which would soon reach an ear so anxious 
as his. 

In the mean time Bertram followed his 
guidci and was in his turn followed by 
Dinmont. The shouts of the mob, th^ 
trampling of the horses, the dropping pis.- 
tol-shotSy sunk more and more faintly upon 
their ears ; when at the end of this lane 
they found a post-chaise with four horses* 
" Are you here, in God's namer" said the 
guide to the postillion who drove the 
leaders. 

** Aye, troth am I, and I wish I wer^ 
ony gate eke." 

** Open the carria^ then— you gentle- 
men get into it — in a short time you'll be 
in a place of safety— and (to. Bertram) 
remember your promise to the gypsey 
wifeT / 

Bertram, resolving to. be passive in the 
hands of a person who had just rendered 
bim such a distinguished piece of 3ervicet 
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got into the chaise as directed. Dinmont 
followed ; Wasp, who had kept close by 
theiDy sprung in at the same time, and the 
carriage drove off very fast ** Have a 
care o' me>' said Dinmont, ^' but this is 
the queerest thing yet ! — Odd, I trust 
they'll no coup us-«— and then what's to 
come o' Dumple ? — I would rather be on 
his back than in the DewkeV coach^ God 
bless hinu** 

Bertram observed, that they could not 
go at that rapid rate to any very great dis* 
tance without changing horses, and that 
they might insist upon remaining till day- 
light at the first inn they stopped at, or at 
least upon being made acquainted with the 
purpose and termination of their journey, 
and Mr Dinmont might there give direc- 
tions about his faithful horse. — " Aweel, 
aweel, e'en sae be it for Dandie. — Odd, if 
we were ance out o' this trindling kist o' a 
thing, I am thinking they wad find it hard 
wark to gar us gang ony gate but where 
we liked oursells." 

11 
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While he thus spokei the carriage ma* 
king a sudden tuni, showed them, through 
the left window, the village at some dis- 
tance, b'lit still w>dely beaconed by the 
fire, which; having reached a storehouse 
in which spirits were deposited, now rose 
high into the air, a wavering column of 
brilliant light. They had not long time 
to admire this spectacle, for another turii 
upon the road carried them into a dose 
lane between plantations, through which 
the chaise proceeded in nearly total dark* 
nesS; but with unabated speett 
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CHAPTER X. 

I 

Tbe ni^t drsve on wf smogs and clatter, 
Aodfaye the ale was growli^ better. 

Tarn o' Shantcr. 

We must now return to Woodbourne, 
which, it may be remembered, we left ju^ 
after the Colonel had given some direc* 
tions to his confidential servant. When 
he returned, his absence of mind, and au 
unusual expression of thought and anxiety 
upon his features, struck the ladies whom 
he joined in the drawing-room. Manner- 
ing Was not, however, a man to be q\te^ 
tibned, even by those whom he most lo- 
ved, upon the cause of the mental agit»* 
tion which these signs expressed. The hour 
of tea arrived, and the party were part«- 
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king of that refreshment in silence, when 
a carriage drove up to the door, and the 
hell announced the arrival of a visitor, 
*^ Surely/' said Mannering, " it is too soon 
by some hours." — 

There was a short pause, when Barnes, 
opening the door of the saloon, announced 
Mr Pleydell, . In marched the lawyer, 
whose well-brushed black coat, and well- 
, powdered wig, together with his point 
ruffles, brown silk stockings, highly-var- 
nished shoes, and gold buckles^, exhibited 
the pains which the old gentleman had 
taken to prepare his person for the ladies' 
society. He was welcomed by Manner- 
ing with a hearty shake by the hand. 
"The very man I wished to see at this 
joioment T 

** Yes, I told you I would take the first 
opportunity, so I have ventured to leave 
the court for a week in session time— no 
common sacirifice-^but I had a notion I 
could be useful, and I was to attend a 
proof here about the«same time.-r^ut will 
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you not introduce me to the young ladies ? 
— Ah ! there is one? I should have known.at 
once from thefamily likeness ! Miss Lucy 
Bertram, my love, I am most happy to sec 
you/*— And he folded her in his arms, and 
gave her a hearty kiss on each side of the 
face, to which Lucy submitted in blushing 
resignation* — •* On ri arrttt pas dans un d 
beau chemin,^* continued the gay old gentle- 
man, and, as the Colonel presented him to 
Julia, took the same liberty with that fair 
lady's cheek. ^ Julia laughed, coloured, 
and disengaged herself. ^^ I beg a thou- 
sand pardons/' said the lawyer, with a bow 
which was not at all professionally awk- 
ward ; *^ age and old fashions give privi- 
legesy and I can hardly say whether I am 
most sorry just now at being too well en- 
titled to claim them at all, or happy in ha- 
ving such an opportunity to exercise them 
so agreeably." 

" Upon my word, sir,'' said Miss Man- 
Bering, laughing, •* if you make such flat- 
tering apologies, we shall begin to doubt 
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whetber.we can admit you to shelter your^ 
self under your alleged qualifications/' 

*^ I can assure you, Julia/' said the Co* 
lonely ** you arc perfectly right, my friend 
the counsellor is a dangerous person ; the 
last time I had the pleasure of seeing him, 
he was closetted with a fair lady who had* 
granted him a teteortctc at eight in the 
morning,'' 

^' AyCi but^ Colonel, you should add, I 
was more indebted to my chocolate thaa 
my charms for so distinguished a favour,. 
ftom a person of such propriety of deme»» 
Hour as Mrs Rebecca." 

*' And that should remind me, Mr Pley* 
4cll," satd Julia, "to offer you tea— that 
18, supposing you have dined.* 

" Any thing, Miss Mannering, iirom 
your hands — yes, I have dined — that is 
to say, as people dine at a Scotch inn." 

" And that is indifferently enough».'* 
taid the Colonel, with his hand upon the 
bdl-handle]; " give me leave ta order 
lomethiug." 
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** Why, to say truth, I had rather not ; 
I hav« been enquiring into that matter, 
for you ipu$t know I stopped an instant 
below to pull off Qiy boot-hose, ' a world 
too wide fpr my shrunk shanks,'* glancing 
down with some complacency upon Hmbs 
wlijich looked very well for his time of life, 
''apd I had some conversation with your 
Barnes, and a very intelligent person whom 
I presume to be the housekeeper, and it 
was settied among us — tota re perspecta-^ 
I beg^Miss Mannering's pardon for my La- 
tia^tbat th« old jady should add to your 
light fan1ily*supper the more substantial 
refreshment of a brtice of wild-ducks. I 
told her (always under deep submission) 
my poor thoughts about the sauce, and, 
if you please, I would rather wait till they 
are ready before eating any thing solid." 

^* And we will anticipate our usual hour 
of supper," said the Colonel. 

'' With all my heart,'' said Reydell, 
^^ providing I don't lose the ladlies* com- 
pany a moment the sooner. I am of oowi- 
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sel with my old friend B- ; I love the 

cana, the supper of the ancients, the plea* 
sant meal and social glass that washes out 
of one's mind the cobwebs that business 
or gloom have been spinning in our brains 
all day." 

The vivacity of Mr PleydeU's look and 
manner, and the quietness with which he 
put himself at home upon the subject of his 
little epicurean comforts, amused the la- 
dies, but particularly Miss Mannering, 
who immediately gave the counsellor a 
great deal of flattering attention; and 
more pretty things were said on both sides 
'during the service of the tea«table than 
we have leisure to repeat 

So soon as this was over, Mannering 
led the counsellor by the arm into a small 
study which opened from the saloon, and 
where, according to the custom of the fa« 
mily, there were always lights and a good 
fire in the evening. 

** I see," said Mr Pleydell, " you have 
got something to tell me about the £llan« 
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go wan business — Is it terrestrial or celesr 
tial ? What says my military Albumazar ? 
Have you calculated the course of futuri* 
ty ? have you consulted your Epheme- 
ridesy your Almochodon, your Almuten ?" 

** No, truly, counsellor, you are the on- 
ly Ptolemy I intend to resort to upon the. 
present occasion — a second Prospero, I 
have broke my staff, and drowned my 
book far beyond plummet depth. £ut' I 
have great news notwithstanding. Meg 
Merrilies, our Egyptian sybil, has appear* 
ed to the Dominie this very day, and, as 
I conjecture, has frightened him not a 
little/' 

" Indeed ?" 

**Aye, and she has done me the honour 
to open a correspondence with me, suppo- 
sing me to be as deep in astrological mys« 
teries as when we first met ; here is her 
scroll, delivered to me by the Dominie." 

Pleydell put on his spectacles. ^^ A vile 
greasy scrawl, indeed — and the letters ar^ 
uncial or semiuncial^ as somebody calls 
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your large text hand, and in size and 
perpendicularity resemble the iribs qf a 
roasted pig— I can hardly make it out/^ 

^' Read aloud/' said Mannering. 

" I will try :''— * Y4m are a good seeker^ 
hut a hadjtndcr; §ou set yourself to prop a 
falling housCf but had a gay guess it would 
rise again. Lend your hand to ihe wark 
that's near, a$ you lent your ee to the *t»eir(t 
that was far. Hasoe a carriage this night by^ 
ten clocks at the end of the Crooked Dykes 
at Portas^erryj and kt it hring the folk to 
Woodboume t/uit shali ask them, tf they ba 
there in God's naue/ — Stay, here follows 
some poetry-— 

Dark shaU be %A/, 

And wrong Ane u> rishif 

When Bertram^ 9 right ami Bertram? e might 

Shall meet on EUangowmU height. 

^* A most mystic epistle truly^ and closes 
in a vein of poetry worthy of the Cufns&aa 
sybil— And what have you don^e r" - 



- *^ Why, I was loth to risk any opportu^ 
nity of throwing light on this business^ 
The woman is perhaps crazed^ and these 
effusions may arise only from visions of 
her imagination ; — but you were of opi- 
nion that she knew more of that strange 
story tha« she ever told," 

- •* And so you sent a carriage to the 
place named ?'* 

** You will laiigh at me if I own I 
did.'* 

' " Who, I ? — no, truly, I think it was 
the wisest thing you could do,**- 

- " Yes, and the worst is paying the 
chaise-hire — I sent a post-chaise and four 
from Kippletringan, with instructions cor- 
responding to the letter— the horses will 
have a 4ong and cold station upon the 
out-post to-night if our intelligence be 
false/' 

** O, but I think it will prove otherwise. 
This WQuian has played a part till she be- 
lieves it ; or^if she be a thorough*ptced im« 

4 
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postor^ without a single grain of self-delu* 
sioa to qualify her knavery, still she may 
think herself bound to act in character — 
this I knoWf that I could get nothing out 
of her by the common modes of interroga- 
tion, and the wisest thing we can do is to 
give her an opportunity of making the 
discovery her own way. And now have 
you more to say, or shall we go to the la* 
dies r" 

** Why, my mind is uncommonly agita«- 
ted, and — but I really have no more to 
say— only I shall count the minutes till 
the carriage returns ; but you cannot be 
expected to be so anxious.'' 

** Why, no~use is all in all — I am much 
interested certainly, but I think I shall be 
able to survive the interval, if the ladies 
will afford us som^ mu^ic." 

" And with the assistance of the wild- . 
ducks by and bye r" 

" True, Colonel ; a lawyer's anxiety about 
tb^ fate of the ippf t ^iteresting cau^e has 
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seldom spoilt either his sleep or digestion, 
and yet I shall be very eager to hear the 
rattle of these wheels on their return, not* 
withstanding." 

So saying, he rose and led the way into 
the next room, where Miss Mannering, at 
his request, took her seat at the harpsi- 
chord. Lucy Bertram, who sung her na- 
tive melodies very sweetly, was accompar 
nied by her friend upon the instrument^ 
and Julia afterwards performed some of 
Corelli's sonatas with great brilliancy. 
The old lawyer, scraping a little upon the 
violoncello, and being a member of the 
gentlemen's concert in Edinburgh, was so 
greatly delighted with this mode of spend- 
ing the evening, that I doubt if he once 
thought of the wild-ducks until Barnes 
informed the company that supper was 
ready. 

" Tell Mrs Allan to have something in 
readiness,'' said the Colonel — " I expect 
— that is, I hope — perhaps sotne per$04 
may be here to-iaight.;'amt kt. the misn sit 
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Up, atid do not lock the upper gate on* tlie 
lawn until I desire you." 

" Lord, sir,** said Julia, " whom can you 
possibly expect to-night?" 
' " Why, some persons, strangers to me, 
talked of calling in the evening aboivl 
business— it is quite uncertain." 

*^ Well, we shall not pardon them dia^ 
turbing our party, unless they bring a! 
much good humour^ and' as su«iceptibl< 
hearts, a« my friend and admirer, for so he 
l^as dubbed himself, Mr PleydelL" 

" Ah,. Miss Julia," said Pleydell,: oflfet- 
ing his arm with an air of gallantry tc 
conduct ber into the eating room^ ^^ tb< 
time has been-^when I returned JHrotr 
Utrecht in the year 1738"-^ — - ' 
^ ^* Pray don't talk of it— we like you 
much better as you are.— Utrecht^ in hea 
yen's name ! — I dare say you have speni 
alt the intervening years In getting tic 
sooompletely of the effects of your Dutol 
education*^ 

'^ O, forgive me, Misis-Mannering; thi 
Dutch are a much more accompliahec 
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people in point of gallantry than their 
volatile neighbours are wiUing to admit. 
Tbey are constaitt as clock-work ia their 
attentions." 

•* I should tire of that/* 
" Imperturbable in their good temper.^ 
" Worse and worse.** 
^' And then, although for six times three- 
hundred and sixty-five days, your swain has 
placed the capuchin round your neck, and 
the stove under your feet, and driven your 
little cabriole upon the ice in winter, and 
through the dust in summer, you may dis- 
miss him at once, without reason or apolo- 
gy, upon the two thousand one hundred 
and ninetieth day, which, according to my 
hasty calculation, and without reckoning 
leap-years, will complete the cycle of the 
supposed adoration, and th^t without your 
amiable feelings having the slightest oc- 
casion to be alarmed for the consequences 
to those of Mynheer." 

** Well, that last is truly a Dutch rc- 
commendationi Mr Pleydell— glasses and 

VOIh iiu I 
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hearts would lose all their merit ia the 
world, if it were not for their fragility/' 

'^ Why, as to that^ Miss Mannering, it 
is as difficult to find a heart that will 
break, as a glass that will not ; and for 
that reason I would press the value of 
mine own — were it not that I see Mr 
Sampson's eyes have been closed, and his^ 
hands clasped for some time, attending 
the end of our conference to begin the 
^race-^And, to say the truth, the appear- 
ance of the wild-ducks is very appetizing*" 
-So saying, the worthy counsellor sat him* 
self to table, and laid aside his gallantry 
for a while^ to do honour to the good 
things placed before him. Nothing fur- 
; ther is recorded of him for some time, ex* 
cepting an observation that the dud^s 
were roasted .to a single turn, and that 
Mrs Allan's sauce was beyond praise. 

** I see," said^Miss Mannering, '^ I have 
a formidable rival in Mr Pleydell's favour, . 
even on the very first night of his avowed 
admiration." 

" Pardon me, my fair lady,. jour arow- 
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ed rigour alone has induced me to com- 
mit the solecism of eating a good sup- 
pdr in your presence ; how shall I sup* 
port your fronrns without reinforcing my 
strength ? Upon the same principle, and 
no other, I will ask permission to drink 
wine with you.*' 

/' This is the fashion of Utrecht also, I 
suppose, Mr Pleydell ?" 

^' Forgive me^ madam ; the French them- 
selves,, the patterns of all that is gallant* 
term their tavern-keepers restaurateurs, 
alluding, doubtless, to the relief they afford 
the disconsolate lover, when bowed down 
to the earth by his mistress's severity. 
My own case requires so: much relief, that 
I . must trouble you for tbat other wing, 
Mr Sampson* without prejudice to my af- 
terwards applying to Miss Bertram for a 
tart ;— be pleased to tear the wing, sir, in^ 
Btead of cutting it off— Mr Barnes will 
assist you, Mr Sampson— -thank you* sii^-* 
and, Mr Barnes, a glass of ale if you 
please." 
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While the old gentlemaD, pleated with 
Miss Mannering's liveliness and attentioii> 
rattled away for her amusement and bt$ 
own, the impatience of Colonel Manner* 
ing began to exceed all bounds. He de« 
clined sitting down at table, under pre- 
tence that he never eat supper ; and tra^ 
versed the parlour, in whidi they were, 
with hasty and impatient steps, iiow 
throwing up the window to gaze upon the 
dark lawn, now listening for the remote 
sound of the carriage advancing up the 
avenue. At length, in a feeling of uncon- 
troulable impatience, he left the room^ 
took his hat and cloak, and pursued his 
walk up the avenue, as if his so doing 
would hasten the approach of those whom 
he desired to see. ^^ I >really wish," -said 
Miss Bertram, ^' Colonel Mannering would 
not venture out after night-fall. You 
must have heard, Mr Pleydell, what a 
cruel fright we had.** 

^^ O, with the smugglers ?— they are old 
friends of mine* I was the means of brings 
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lug some of them to justice a long time 
since/' 

^* And then the alann vre had immedi* 
ately afterwards from the veDgeance of 
one of these wretches." 

" When young Hazlewood was hurt — 
I heard of that too." 

" Imagine, my dear Mr Pleydell, how 
much Miss Mannering and I were alarm- 
ed, when a ruffian, equally dreadful for 
his great strength, and the sternness of 
hit- features, rushed out upon us V* 

** You must know, Mr Pleydell/* said 
Julia, unahle to suppress her resentment' 
at this undesigned aspersion of her admi- 
nVyV that young Hazlewood is so hand- 
some in the eyes of the young ladies ofr 
this country, that they think every per- 
son shocking who comes near him/' 

"Oho !** thought Pleydell, who was by 
profession an observer of tones and ges^ 
tures^ /* there's something wrong here be- 
tween my young friends. — Well, Miss^ 
Mannering, I have not seen young Hazle- 
wood since he was a boy> sa the ladies i 
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may be perfectly right ;';^but I can assure* 
you, in spite of your scorn, that if yott 
Mrant to see handsome men. you must go 
to Holland ; the prettiest fellow I ever 6ilw 
was a Dutchman, in spite of bis being 
called Vanbost, or Vanbuster; ot ^ome 
such barbarous name. He won't be quite 
so handsome now, to be sure." 
- It was now Julia's turn to look a little 
out of countenance, but at that instant 
the Colonel entered the room* ''I can 
hear nothing of them yet," be said; 
"still, however, we will not separate^ 
Where is Dominie Sampson ?'' 

" Here, honoured sir." 

" What is that book you hold in: yoat 
hand, Mr Sampson ?" 

^' It's even the learned DeLyT% sir— » 
I would crave his honour Mr Pleydell'i 
judgment, always with bis best leisure, to 
expound a disputed passage/' 

" I am nob in the vein, Mr Sampson," 
answered Pleydell ; ** here's inetal more 
attractive~-I do not despair to engage 
these two young ladiM in a glee or a catch, 
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li^herein I, even I myself, will adventure 
myself for the bass part~Hang De Lyra, 
itian ; keep him for a fitter season/' 

The disappointed Dominie shut his pon*^ 
derous tome, much marvelling in his mind 
how a person, possessed of the lawyer-s 
erudition, could give his mind to these 
frivolous toys. But the counsellor, indif- 
ferent to the high character which he was 
trifling away, filled himself a large glass 
of Burgundy, and after preluding a little 
with a voice somewhat the worse for the 
wear, gave the ladies a courageous invi- 
tation to join in '^We be three poor Ma- 
riners,'' and accomplished his own part 
therein with great eclat. 

*''Are you not withering your roses 
with sitting up so late, my young ladies ?" 
said the Colonel. 

** Not a bit, sir," answered Julia; 
" your friend Mr Pleydell threatens to 
become a pupil of Mr Sampson's to-mor* 
row, so we must make the most of our 
cenquest to-nigh t«" 
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This led to another musical trial of skill, 
and that to lively conversation. At length, 
when the solitary sound of one o'clock had 
long since resounded on the ebon ear of 
night, and the next signal of the advance 
of time was close approaching, Mannering, 
whose impatience had long subsided into 
disappointment and despair, looked his 
watch, and 8aid> ^' We must now give 
them up" — when at that instant — But 
what then befell will require a separate 
chapter. 
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Justice* This does indeed ccmfimi each cireunistance 
The gyps^ told ! ' 

No orphaDi nor without a frSend art thon-^-* 
J am thy fiUher, Aer/j thy mother, there 
Thy unde— *-Tto thy first cousin^^nd thes» 
Are all thy near relatioosi 

Tfie Critic. 

As Mannerrng replaced his watch, he' 
beard a distant and hollow sound— '* It is^ 
a carriage for certain— no, it is but the 
sound of the wind among the leafless 
trees. Do come to the window^ Mr Pley«- 
dell.** The counsellor, who with his large' 
silk handkerchief in his hand was expa* 
tiatibg away to Julia upon some subject - 
be thought interesting, obeyed howerer* 
the summons, first throwing the handker 
chief round his neck by way of precau*' 
tion against the cold air. The sound of^ 
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wheels became now very perceptible, and 
Pleydell, as if he had reserved all his cu- 
riosity till that moment, ran out to the 
hall. The Colonel rung for Barnes to de- 
sire that the .persons who came in the 
carriage might be shown into a separate 
room, being altogether uncertain whofn 
it might contain. It stopped howjever 
at the door, before his purpose^ could be 
fully explained. A moment after Mr 
Pleydell called out, " Here is our Liddes- 
dale friend, I protest, with a strapping 
young fellow of the same calibre;? His 
voice arrested Dinmont, who recognised 
him with equal surprise and pleMure» 
'^ Odd, if it's your honour, we'll a' be as 
right and tight as thack and rape, caa 
make us»" 

But while the faxmer atopped to make 
his bowi Bertram^ dizzied with the. sudden^ 
^are of light, and bewildered with the 
circumstances of bis situation, almost unr 
consciously entered the open door of the: 
parloor, and coafi:ont)ed:)tbe Colond^ wiio* 
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was just advancing towards it. The 
strong light of the apartment left no 
doubt of bis identity^ and he himself was 
equally confounded with the appearance 
of those to whom he so unexpectedly pre^ 
sented himself^ as they were by the sight 
of so utterly unlooked-for an object. It 
must be remembered that each individual 
present had their own peculiar reason^ for 
looking with terror upon what seemed at 
first sight a spectral apparition. Manner- 
ing saw before him the man whom he sup- 
posed he had killed in India ; Julia beheld 
her lover in a most peculiar and hazardous 
situation ; and Lucy Bertram at once knew 
the person who had fired upon young Ha* 
zlewood. Bertram, who interpreted the 
fixed and motionless astonishment of the 
Golonel into displeasure at his intrusion^ 
hastened to say that it was involuntaryi 
since he had been hurried hither without 
even knowing whither he was to be tran*^ 
sported* 

. *' Mf Brown, I believe P sai4 Colonel , 
Mannering, 
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**" Yes, sir, the same you knew in India ; 
and who ventures to hope, that what you 
dfd then know of him is not such as should 
prevent his requesting you would favour 
him with your attestation to his character, 
as a gentleman and man of honour." 

" Mr Brown — I have been seldom — ne- 
ver— so much surprised — certainly, sir^ in- 
what passed between us, you have a rightr 
to command my testimony.'* 

At this critical moment entered the- 
counsellor and Dtnmont. The former be- 
held, to his astonishment, the Cdlonel but 
just recovering from his first surprise, Lu- 
cy Bertram ready to faint with terror, and 
Miss Mannering in an agony of doubt and' 
apprehension^, which she inf vain endea- 
voured to disguise or suppress. " What is 
the meaning of all this-?" said he; ^^ has^ 
this young fellow brought the Gorgon's- 
bead in his hand ?<~let me look at him.— « 
By heaven T he muttered to himself, '^ the 
very image of old £llangowan !— the witcb^ 
l»a$ k^pt hec word*'' Then instantly passs-. 
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ing to Miss Bertram, ^* Look at that maii^ 
Lucy, my dear ; have you never seen any 
(me like him ?" 

Lucy had only ventured one glance at 
this object of terror, which, from his^ r€« 
markable height and appearance, at once 
recognised the supposed assassin of young 
Hazlewood, and excluded, of course^. thi& 
more favourable association of ideas which 
might have occurred on a closer view. 
<< Don't ask me about him, sir ; send him 
away, for heaven's sake ! we shall all be 
murdeped !" 

*^ Murdened I where's the poker ?^— said 
the advocate in some alarm ; ''but non-' 
sense ! we are three men besides the ser- 
vants, and there is honest Liddesdale 
worth half ardozen to boot— we have th6 
major «?w upon our side — however, here, 
my friend Dandie— Davie— what do they 
call* you P^keep between that fellow and 
us for the protection of the ladies/' 

'' Lord 1 Mr PleydeU^ that's Captam 
Brown ; d'ye no ken the Captain ?" 
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. « N^y, if he*8 a friend of your's we may 
be safe enough ; but keep near him." 

All this passed with such rapidity, that 
it was dver before the Dominie had reco- 
vered himself from a fit of absence^ shut 
the book which he had been studying in 
a comer, and, advancing to obtain a sight 
of the strangers, exclaimed at once upon 
behold ing^ Bertram, ** If the grave can give 
up the dead, that is my dear and honoured 
master l" 

<< We're right after all, by heaven ! I 
was sure I was right,** said the lawyer; 
** he is the very image of his father. — 
Come, Colonel, what do you think of^ 
that you do not bid your guest wel«^ 
come ? I think~I believe— I trust we're 
right^never saw such a likenesa— but pt» 
tience— **Dominie, say not a word* Sit. 
down, young gentleman*" 

^* I beg pardon, sir; if I am,^ as I under- 
stand, in Colonel ManneriDgfs house, I 
should wish first to know if my accidental 
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appearance here gives offence^ or if I am 
welcome ?'^ 

Mannering instantly made an effort — 
^* Welcome ? most certainly, especially if 
you caa point out how I can serve you, I 
believe I may have some wrongs to repair 
towards you^-I have often suspected sa ; 
but your sudden and unexpected appear- 
ance^ connected with painful recollections^ 
prevented my saying at first, as I now say, 
that whatever has procured me the honour 
of this visits it is an acceptable one." 

Bertram bowed with an air of distant, 
yet civil acknowledgment, to the gr&ve 
courtesy of Mannering. 

** JuUa, my love, you; had better retire* 
Mr Brown, you will excuse my daughter ; 
there are circumstances which I perceive 
rush upon her recollection**' 
^ Miss Mannering rose and retired ac« 
coidingly; yet, as she passed Bertram^ 
could not suppress the words, ^^ Infatua** 
ted! a second time !" but so pronounced 
air to be heard by him alone. li'Bss Ber* 

8 



£08 GUr MANMERIKG. 

tram accompanied her friend^ much sur- 
prised^ but without venturing a second 
glance at theT)bject of her terror. Some 
mistake she saw there was, and was mi^ 
willing to increase it by denouneing the- 
stranger as an assassin. He was knowB, 
she saw» to the Colonel^ and received as a 
gentleman ; certainly he either was not* 
the person, or Hazlewood was right in sup^ 
posing the shot accidentaL 

The' remaindhg: part of the company- 
would have formed no bad group for a* 
skilful painter. Each wa» too much em- 
barrassed with his own sensations to oi>-- 
serve those of the others. Bertram most- 
unexpectedly found himself in the house 
of one whom he was alternately disposed 
to dislike as his personal enemy, andtc 
respect as the father.of Julia ; Mannering. 
was struggling between his high sense 
of courtesy and hospitality, his joy at find-^ 
ing himself relieved from the guilt of ha- 
ving shed life in a private quarrel, and the? 
former feelings of dislike and prejudice, 
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which retived in his haughty mmd at the 
sight of the object against whom he had 
entertained them; Sampson, supporting his 
shaking limbs by leaning on the back of 
a chair, fixed bis eyes upon Bertram, 
wkh a staring expression of nervous anx- 
iety which convulsed his whole visage ; 
Dinmont,. clothed in his loose shaggy 
great*coat, and resembling a huge bear 
erect upon his hinder legs, stared on the 
whole scene with great round eyes that 
witnessed his amaaement. 

The counsellor alone was iuihis element,^ 
shrewd, prompt, and active; he already 
calculated the prospect of brilliant success 
in a strange, eventful, and mysterious law* 
suit, and no young monarch, flushed with 
hopes, and at the bead of a gallant army, 
could experience more glee when taking 
fehe field on his first campaign. He bustled 
about with great energy, and took the ar« 
rsmgemeak of the whole explanation upon 
himself. ** Come, come,, gentlemen, sit 
.down; this is all in my province; you 
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ixiust let me arrange it for you. Sitdown^ 
my dear Colonel, and let me manage ; sit 
down, Mr Brown, aut quocunque alia nomine 
vocam— Dominie, take your seat — draw 
in your chair, honest Liddesdale." 

" I dinna ken, Mr Pleydell," said Din- 
mont, looking at his dreadnought coat^ 
fhen at the handsome furniture of the 
room, ^^ I had maybe better gang some 
gate else, and leave ye till your cracks — 
Vm no just that weel put on/ 

The Colonel, who by this time recog* 
nized Dandie, immediately went up and 
bid him heartily welcome ; assuring bimi 
that from what he had seen of him lA- 
Edinburgh, he was sure his rough coat 
and thickt soled boots would hommr a 
royal drawing-room. 

^^ Na, na. Colonel, we're just plain up* 
the-country folk ; but nae doubt I would 
fain hear o' ony pleasure that was gaun to 
happen the Captain, and I*m sure a* will 
gae right if Mr Pleydell will take his bit 
job in hand." 

" You're right, Dandie— spoke like a hie^ 
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land oracle^-HiDd noir be silent — Well, 
yoB^ are all seated at last ; take a glaBs of 
wine till I begin my catechism methodt*. 
cally. And now/' turning to Bertram^ 
" my dear boy, do you know who or what, 
you are ?'* 

In spite of his perplexityi the catechu- 
men could not help laughing at this coni- 
mencementi and answered, ** Indeed, sir, . 
I formerly thought I did ; but I own, late 
circttttstances ha^re made me- somewhat 
uiioertaia.*^ 

: *' Then . tell us what you formerly 
tbwigbt yourself." 

''Why, I was in the habit .of thinkings 
and calling myself Vanbeest Brown,, wha- 
served aa-acaidet or volunteer under Co- 
lonel Manneringi when he commanded 
the— — — r^ment, in which capacity I waa 
not unknown to him." 

^ " There^- • said the Colonel, *^ I can as? 
sure: Mi Brown of his identity ; and add, 
what his modesty may have forgotten, 
that he was distinguished a& a young man 
of talent and spirit." 
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** So much ihe better, my dear sir ; but 
that is to general ckaracter— Mr Brown 
must tell us where he was born*" 

^^ In Scotland^ I believe^ but the place 
uncertain." 

** Where educated ?" 

** In Holland^ certainly." 

" Do you remember nothing of your 
early life before you left Scotland ?'' 

" Very imperfectly ; yet I have a strong- 
idea, perhaps more deeply impressed upon> 
me by subsequent hard usage, that I was 
during my childhood the object of much 
solicitude and affection. I have an in- 
distinct remembr nee of a good-looking 
man whom I used to call papa, and of' 
a lady who was infirm in health, and who, 
I think, must have been my mother; 
but it is an imperfect and confused recoU 
lection — I remember too a tall thin man 
in black, who used to teach me my let* 
ters and walk out with me ; and I think 
the very last time** — 

Here the Dominie could contain no 
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longer. Whileevery^ucceediag word ser- 
ved to prove that the child of his bene- 
factor stood btefore hitn, he had straggled 
with the utmost difficulty to suppress his 
emotions ; but, when the juvenile recol- 
lections of Bertram turned towards his 
tutor and his precepts, he was compelled 
to give way to his feelings. He rose has- 
tily from his chair, and with clasped hands, 
trembling limbs, and streaming eyes, call- 
ed out aloud, ^^ Harry Bertram ! — look at 
me — was I net the man r" 

^* Yes !" said Bertram, -starting from his 
seat as if a sudden light had burst in upon 
his mind, " Yes — that was my name 1— and 
that is the voice and the figure of my kind 
old master !" 

The Dominie threw himself into his 
arms, pressed him a thousand times to his 
bosom in convulsions of transport, which 
shook his whole frame, sobbed hysterical- 
ly, and, at length, in the emphatic langu- 
age of scripture^ lifted up his voice and 
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wept aloud. * Colonel Mannering had re- 
course to his handkerchief; Pieydell made 
wry faces,, and wiped the glasses of hia 
spectacles; and honest Dinmont, after 
two loud blubbering explosions, exclaim* 
ed, *' DeiVs in the man I he's garr'd me 
do that I hae na done since my auld mither 
died."— 

^' Come, come/' said the counsellor' at 
last, " silence in the court. — We have a cle- 
ver party to contend with, we must lose 
no time in gathering our information—- for 
any thing I know there may be something 
to be done before day-break." 

^' I will order a horse to be saddled, if 
you please,*^ said the Colonel. 

'* No, no, time enough*-time enough — 
\i\xt eome. Dominie, I have allowed you a 
competent space to express your feelings. 
I must circumduce the term-^you.must 
let me proceed in my examination." 

The Dominie was habitually obedient to 
any one^who chose, to iinpose commands 
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upon him ; he sunk back into his chair, 
spread his chequed handkerchief over his 
face, to serve, as I suppose, for the Gre- 
ciui painter's veil, and, from the action of 
his folded hands, appeared for a time en« 
gaged in the act of mental thanksgiving. 
He then raised his eyes over the screen, as 
if to be assured that the pleasing appari- 
tion had not melted into dr — then again 
sunk them to resume his internal act of 
devotion, until he felt himself compelled 
to give attention to the counsellor, from 
the interest which his questions excited. 

*' And now," said Mr Pleydell, after se- 
veral minute enquiries concerning his re- 
collection of early events—" And now, Mr 
Bertram, for I think we ought in future to 
call you by your own proper name, will 
you have the goodness to let us know 
every particular which you can recollect 
concerning the mode of your leaving Scot- 
land r 

^' Indeed, sir, to say the truth, though 
the terrible outlines of that day are strong- 
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]y impressed upon my memory, yet some* 
how the very terror which fixed them 
there has in a great measure confoun^led 
and confused the details. I recollect, 
however, that I was walking somewhere 
or other— in a wood, I think" — 

*' O yes, it was in Warroch-wood, my 
dear," said the Dominie. 

^^ Hush, Mr Sampson," said the law- 
yer. 

" Yes, it was in a wood — and some one 
was with me— this kind-hearted gentle- 
man, I think." 

** O, ay, ay, Harry, Lord bless thee — it 
was even I myself." 

" Be silent, Dominie, and don't inter- 
rupt the evidence," said Pleydell ;— " And 
so, sirf to Bertram. 

*^ And so, sir, like one of the changes 
of a dream, I thought I was on horseback 
before my guide." 

*' No, no," exclaimed Sampson, *' never 
did I put toy own limbs, not to say thine, 
into such peril,'' 

. 4 



^* On my word this is intolerable !— Look 
ye, Dominie, if you speak another word 
till I give you leave^ I will read three sen- 
tences out of the Black Acts, whisk my 
cane round my head three times, undo all 
the magic of this night's work, and con* 
jure Harry Bertram back again unto Van- 
beest Bro^ra.'' 

'^ Honoured and worthy sir, I humbly 
crave pardon— -it was but verbum solans.'* 
, ^^'Well, nolens volcns^ you must hold your 
tongue^/ ... 

\^^J^ay, be silent, Mr Sampson," said the 
Colonel ; " it is of great consequence to 
your recovered friend, that you permit Mr 
Pleydell to proceed in his.eoquiries." 

'Mam mute," said the rebuked Domi- 
nie. 

''On a sudden," continued Brown, '^two 
or three men sprung out upon ua, and we 
were pulled from horseback. I have little 
recollection of any thing else, but that I 
tried to escape in the midst of a desperate 
. voXh hi, k 
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scuffle, and fell into the arms of a very tall 
woman who started from the bushes, aod 
protected me for some time«r-tfae rest is all 
confusion and dread-*-a dim recollection of 
a sea-beach, and a cave, and of some strong 
potion which lulled ibe to sleep for a length^ 
of time. In shiort, it is all a blank in my . 
memory, until I recollect myself first an. 
ill-used and half-starved cabin-boy aboard 
a sloop, and then a schooLboy in Holland, 
under the proteotion, of an old merchant^ 
who had taken some fancy for me/* 

^* And what account did your g^iardian 
give of yopir parentage r" ' : . > 

'' A very bri^f one, and a charge to :eii« 
quire no farther. I was given to undi^-^ 
stand, that my father was concerned in the 
smuggliug trade carried on on the eastern 
coajst of Scotland, and was killed in a 
skirmish with the revenue officers; that 
his correspondents ia Hollanil ^bad s^ ves« 
sel on the cdast at the time; part of> the 
crew of which were engaged in the affair, 
and brought me off after it was over, from 
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a motive of compatsion, as I was left des- 
titute by my father's death. As I grew 
older there was much of this story ^eemeo 
incoBsistent with my own recollections/ 
but what could I do? I had no meads of 
ascertaining my doubts^ nor a single friend 
with whom I could communicate or can« 
vass them. The rest of my story is knowa 
to Colonel Mannering ; I went out to In- 
dia to be a clerk in a Dutch house ; their! 
affairs fell into confusion-— I betook myself 
to the military profession, and^ I trust/as 
yet I have not disgraced it." 

" Thou art a fine young fellow, Fll be- 
bound for thee,** said Pleydell, '^ and smce 
you have wanted a father so long, I wish' 
from my heart I could claim the paternity, 
myself. But this affair of young Hazier) 
wood"-— 

** Was merely accidental," said Brown;. 
^* I was travelling in Scotland for pleasure, 
and after a week's residence with my friend^ 
Mr Dinmont, wi^th w^hom I had the good; 
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fortune to form an accidental acqualot* 

ange" . , 

^* It was my gude fortune that,** Mid 

Dinmont ; ** odd, my brains wad hae be^i 

knockit out by twa blackguards, if it had'* 

na been for his four quarters." 

- "Shortly after we parted at the town 

of , I lost my baggage by thieves, 

and it was while residinjg at Kippletringan 
I accidentally met the young gentleman. 
As I was approaching to pay my respects 
to Miss Manhering, whom I had known in 
India, Mr Hazlewood, conceiving my: ap* 
pearance none of the most respectable, 
commanded me rather haughtily to stand 
back, and so gave occasion to the fray in 
which I had the misfortune to be the ac- 
cidental means of wounding him. — ^-And 
now, sir, that I have answered all your 
questions"-^-' — - 

** No, no, not quite all,** said Pleydell, 
winking sagaciously'; " there are some in- 
terrogatories which I shall delay till' to- 

9 
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morrow, for it is time, I believe, to close 
the sederunt fbr this night, or rather 
morning/' 

rM. Well then,.8irj to vary the phrase, since I 
iMfve. answered all the questions which you 
bftvc chosenUo'aslc to-night, will you be 
sogdod as to tell me who you are that take 
i«ch interest in my* affairs, and who you 
take me. to be^ since my^ arrival has occa* 
jHoned such commotion ?** . > 

. " Why^ sirj for myself, I am Paulus 
Pleydell, an advocate at the Scottish bar ; 
imd for you, it is not easy to say distinctly 
who you are at present ; but I trust in a 
-daoxt' time^ to hail you by the title of 
Henry Bertram, Esq. representative of one 
of the oldest families in Scotland, and heir 
of tailzie and provision to the estate of 
Eilangowan — Aye,** continued he, shut- 
ting, his eyes and speaking to himself, 
'' we must pass over his father, and serve 
bim heir to his grand-father Lewis,, the 
entailer— the only wise man of his fa» 
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mily that I ever beard of." They had 
jiow: risen to retire to . their apartments 
for the night, when Colonel Manhering 
.-walked up to Bertram, aa be stood a^sto- 
.xiisbed at the counsellor'! wtmlt. ^^ I jgiatt 
you joy,** he siaid^f ^5 of the prupeetfc 
%rhjch fate has opened before yon.: I: was 
an early friend of ypurfathery and chaaccd 
to be in the house o£ £Ib];igowaa as. a»- 
cxpectedly as you are now in miac^aipoa 
the very night in whicli 3roa were born. 
I little knew this circumstance wfaea-^ 
but I trust uukmdness will be forgottea 
bet ween us. Believe me> your appearance 
bere, as Mr Brown, aliTe and well^ has n> 
lieved me from most painful sensations ; 
and your right to the name c^ an. old 
ftiend renders your presence, as lifr Ber* 
tram, doubly welcome.'" 

** And my parents ?" said Bertram. 

'^ Are both no more-^and the family 
property has been sold, but I trust may 
be recovered. Whatever is wanted to 
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<-teke yoQF right effectual,. I shall be mOM 
happy ta supply «'' 

^^Nayv you tnay leav6 all that to me^" 
said the coausellor;..^. 'tis my vocation, 
Hal, I sbaU: make money of it." 

*^ Vm 8iiie«it'a no^ioi tibe.like o* me," 
cAbidnried Dmmont, '''tosp6ak.to:you:gen- 
ile^blks ; ^but j£ siller '. would :help.on the 
C^ptim'n ple^ and Itiey say nae plea 
gan^ w weel wit^ut ]t^~~: 

** £Kcept on Saturday nigbt," saadcPfey- 
^elb 

** Aye, but when your honour wadiia 
Uikt y out fee' ye wadna bae the' cstuse 
wsitUei^ Me rUne^er fash ye o& a Satoc- 
day Sit e*CA • again — but I was sayiag, 
4;bere's some siller in this spleuchan that's 
]ike the Captain's ain, for we've aye counlF- 
^ed it such, baith Ailie and me/ 

** No, no^ Liddesdale-^no occasron, no 
<>ccasion whatever— keep thy cash to stock 
thy farm.'* 

^' To stock my farm? Mr Pteydell, 
your honour kens mony things, but ye 
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dinna ken the form o' Charlies^hopcHi^it*8 - 
sae weel stocked already, that.we sell may 
be sax hundred pounds off it ilka year,, 
flesh and fell tfaegtther~nay na."' 
^* Gan't ybu^ take another /then ^" • 
^ L- dinna'- keiw^thB; Devicke^s Ji6 that^ 
fbndtV led fkrq[is|. atd-he canha. bide 'to 
putaw^ythiB^auld .tenantry t;jand then I 
vadna^tikemyselLto gang^ftnt^wlmtling 
and raising the renton myneigbbours^ff 

^ What, /not upon, thy neagbbour- i^t. 
Dawston — Devilstone — how d*ye call the 

"^ What^ on J6ck of Dawston r bdttt 
na~-he's a camsteary. chield, and fasheooa 
about marches, and we've . had some bita 
o' spplores thegither ; but de'il o* m^if.J. 
wad wrang Jock o' Dawston neithex.'' 

^^ Thou'rt an honest UWow,** said the 
lawyer ; ]^ get the^ to bed«^ Thpu wilt sleep 
sounder, I warrant thee,, than. many a man 
that throws off an embroidered coat, and 
puts oft a laced night-cap, -rColpnel^ I- sea# 
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you are busy with oiir Enfant trouvi. But 
Barnes must give me a summons of.wa« 
keniag at seven to-morrow morningi for 
my servant's a sleepy-headed fellow ; and 
I dare say Driver's had Clarence's fate, 
drowned by this time in a butt of your 
ale ; for Mrs Allan promised to make him 
comfortable, and she'll soon discover what 
he expects from that engagement. Good 
nighti Colonel^good night, DominieSamp- 
son — good night, Dinmont the downright 
— good night, last of all, to the new-found 
representative of the Bertrams, and the 
Mac-Dingawaies, the Knarths, the Arths, 
the Godfreys, the Dennises, and the Ro- 
lands, and, las^t and dearest title, heir of 
tailzie and provision of the lands and ba- 
rony of Ellangowan, under the settlement 
of Lewis Bertram^ Esq.; whose representa- 
tive you are.'' 

And so saying, the old gentleman took 
his candle and left the room; and the 
eomp^ny dispersed after the Dominie had 
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once more hugged and embraced his ^^ lit- 
tle Harry Bertram/' as he continued to 
call the young soldier of six feet high. 
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CHAPTER Xa 

■ ■ My fanaginatioii 

C^arrite no &vour in it biit Bertram's;. 
I am QOdotte ; there is no livii^ none^ 

If Bertiam be away. ... 

AWiwtU that endt welt* 

' At the hour which he had appoifttod' 
the preceding evening, the uidefatigable- 
lawyer was seated by a good fire,. and a 
pair of wax candles, with a velvet eap 
upon his head, and a quilted silk night-^ 
gown on his person, busy arranging his 
iMmonmdaof prooft and indications. coft* 
cerning the muvdes of Frank Keftnedy* 
An express had also been dispatched t^^ 
Mr Mac-Morlan, requesting his attends 
ance at Woodbourne as soon as possible, 
upon business of importance* Dinmon^ 
fatigued with the events of the ev^niog^ 



before^ and finding the accommodations- 
of Woodbourne much preferable to those* 
of Mac-Guflfog, was in no hurry to rise. 
The impatience of Bertram might have 
put him earlier in, motion^ but Colonel 
Mannering had intimated an intention 
to visit him in his apartment in, the 
morning, and' he did not chuse to leave 
it. Before this interview he had dressed 
himself,. Barnes hayings by hii master's, 
ordersi supplied him with every accom* 
inddation of linen, Stc. andnowsmxiously 
waited the promised visit of his landlord;. 
In a short time a gentle tap announced 
ihe Golonelr with whom Bertram held a 
long and satisfactory convertation. Eacb^ 
however, concealed . from the. other one 
circumstance^ Mannering could not bring 
himself to acknowledge, the astrological 
predicticm ; and Bertram was, ibr: motives 
which :may be easily conceived, silent re? 
specting his love for Julia. In other re? 
spects, their intercoure was frank and 
gratefui ta both, and bad latterly, upon 



Qirr MANNERINO. S39 

the Goloners part^ even an approach to 
cordiality. Bertram carefully measured 
his own conduct by that- orbis host,, and 
seemed rather to receive, bis offered kind<i 
ness with gratilnde and pleasure, than to 
press for it with solicitation. 

Miss Bertram was. in the breakfast par- 
lour when Sampson shuffled in> his facQ 
all radiant with smiles; a circumstance so 
uncommon, that Lucy's first idea was, 
that somebody had been bantering him 
VHth aar imposition^ which had thrown him 
into this extacy. Having sate for some 
time> rolling* his eyes and gaping with his 
mouth like the great wooden head at 
Merlin's exhibition, he at length began-^r 
^ And what do you think of him, Miss 

Lucy ?^ 

** Think of whom, Mr Sampson ?" 
. "Of Har^no— of him that, you know 
about?" 

" That I know about?" 

" YeSj the stranger, you know, that 
oam& last- evening ^ in the post vehicle-^ 
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he who shot young Hazlewood~ha| ha^ 
ho !'' 

^' Indeed^ Mr Sampson, you have chosen 
a strange subject for nrirth--I think no- 
thing about the man; only I hope the out* 
rage was accidental, and that we need not 
fear a riepetition of if 

** Accidental ! ho, ho, ha T* 

'' Really, Mr Sampson," saidLucy, some^ 
what piqued, ^^ you are unusually gay this^ 
morning." 

*' Yes, of a surety I am ! ha; ha, ho I 
faCe»ti*ousr-ho, ho, ha !". 

*^ So unusually facetious, my dear sir, 
that I would wish rather to know the 
meaning pf your mirth, than to be amused 
with its effects only^" 

" You shall know it. Miss Lucy—Doyoa 
remember your brother T 

^* Good God ! how can you ask itoe? — 
no one knows better than you, he was 
lost the very daj^ I was bom.''' " 

" Very true, very true," answered the 
Dominie,^ saddening at the recollection^. 



*' I vas Btrangely oblivious— aye, aye^too 
true-— But you remember your wortby fa- 
ther P' 

. ^' How isbould you doubt it, Mr Samp« 
son ? it's not so many weeks since'" — ^ 

" True, true— aye, too true— I will be 
facetious no more under these remem* 
brances — but look at that young man !"— • 

. Bertram at this instant entered the 
room* " Yes, look at him well— he is your 
father's living image ; and as God has de« 
prived you of your dear parents — O my 
children, lovie one another !" 

*' It 15 indeed my father's face and 
form," said Lucy; turning very pale ; Ber- 
tram ran to support her— the Dominie ta 
fetch water to throw upon her face — 
(which in his haste he took from the boil- 
ing tea-urn) when fortunately her colour 
returning rapidly, saved her from the ap- 
plication of this ill-judged remedy. ^' I 
conjure you to tell me, Mr Sampson," she 
said, in an interrupted yet solemn voice^ 
** is this my brother ?'! 
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" It is — it is !-^Mi!ss Luoy, it is little- 
Harry Bertram^, as sure as God's «un is in' 
that Heaven !'* 

" And this is ray? sister f said fiertram, 
giving way to aU that family, a&ctioai 
which had so long slumbered in his bosom 
for want of an. object to* expand itselfi 
upon— 

" It is — itis !— itis Miss Lucy Bertram, 
whom by my poor aid- you will find {>ef-r 
feet in the' tongues of France, and Italy,^ 
and even of Spain — ^in reading and writing 
her vernacular tongue^ and in arithmetic 
and book-keeping by double and single 
entry-^ - say ^ nothing - of ' her talents of 
shaping, and hemming, and governing a 
household^ which> to give eveiy one their; 
due, shfe acquired not from me, 4nitfrom> 
the housekeeper-^iK)r do I take merit for 
her performance upon stringed inS'feru-f 
mehts> whereunto the instructions of ax^ 
honourable young lady of virtue and mo^ 
desty^ and very. facetious withal'»--Missi 
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Jblia Mannering— hath not meanly cou'- 
tributedStnm cuique tribuito^'^ 

"You* thcii,'^said Bertram' to his aister, 
" are all that remains tome I^Last nighb^ 
l^t more fully this morning; Colonel Man» 
B«riag gare me an aecouat of our family 
misfortunes^ though without: saying X 
should find my sisterhere.'*^ 

" That/- said Lucy^ *Sher kftn to thla 
gentleman to tell you^ one of the kindest 
and most £aithjftil of friends^ who soothed 
my father's long sickness, witnessed his 
dying moments, and amid the heaviest 
clouds of fortune would not desert his 
orphan..'* 

" 6bd bless^him fbr it!'' said Bertram^ 
shaking the Dominie's hand, *^ he deserves 
the love with which I have, always regard* 
ed even the. shadow of his memory which 
my childhood retained." 

*^ And God bless you both, my deai^ 
children," said Sampson ; ^* if it had nob 
been for your sake^ I would have been 
contented (had Heaven's pleasure so been) 



S34i .our MAMKJERINO. 

to lay my bead upon th^ turf beside my 
patron.'' '. 

/*But» I trust,'* said BertiAnv '^lam 
encouraged tSo.bope we shall all see bettet 
days. All Our wrongps shall be redressed; 
aince Heaven has isent me ' means and 
Iricnds to assert my rightJ^ : ' - 

*^ Friends iftdeed !? echoed the DomK 
tat, '' and sent^ as you truly say« by lilH, 
to whom I early taught you to hide up as 
ibei source of all that is good. There is 
the great Colonel Mannering front the 
Bantern Indies, wlio U a maa of great 
ehiditimi conaiderisg hiii hnpeifeeibi op 
portunities; and there is, moredveTi^ the 
great advocate Mr Fleydel^ who m- also 
a man of great erudition, but who descend* 
eth to trifles unbeseeming thereof ; and 
there is Mr Andrew Dinihont, whom I do 
not understand to have possession of mudl 
erudition, but who, like the patriarchs' of 
old, is cunning in that which belongeth 
to flocks and herds— Lastly, there 16 even 
I myself, whose opportunities of collect- 



jDg erudition, as thej have been greater 
than those of the aforesaid valuable per- 
sonsy have not, if it becomes me to speak, 
been pretermitted by me in so far as v^y 
poor faQulties have enabled me to profijt 
by theni. — Of a surety, little Harry, we 
4nust speedily resume our studies. I will 
begin from the foundation — ^Yes, I will 
jefpnn your education upward from the 
true knowledge of English grammar, even 
^to that of the Hebrew or Chaldaic tongue.^ 
The reader may observe, that, upon this 
dccasion, Sampson was infinitely more 
profuse of wofds than he had hitherto ex«» 
hibited himself. The reason was, that in 
recovering his pupil his mind went in« 
atantly back to their original connection, 
and he had, in his confusion of ideasj 
the strongest desire in the world to re- 
jjjume spelling-lessons and half-text with 
young Bertram. This was the more ri 
dicnlous, as towards Lucy he assumed 
no such powers of tuition. But she had 
grown up under his eye, and had been 
gradually emancipatecl by increase in 
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years and knowledge from his govirtt^ 
menti whereas his first ideas went to tak6 
up Harry pretty nearly where he had left 
Tfitn; From the same feeKngs* of reviving 
authority/ he indulged faimsetf in what was 
to him a profusion of language ; and as 
people seldom speak more* than usual witb- 
out exposing' themselves/ he gave those 
whom he addressed 'plainly tcy understand^ 
•that while he deferred implieitly*^ to^the 
opinions and commands, if they* chose to. 
impose them, of alftiost every one whom he. 
net withy it was under an internal convio- 
tiouy that in the article of eru-di-ti-on, aa 
he usually pronounced the word. Ire was 
infinitely superior to them all put toge^ 
ther. At present, however, this intimation 
fell upon heedless ears^ for the brother 
and sister were too deeply engaged in ask* 
'ing and receiving intelligence concernii% 
their former fortunes to attend to it. - 

When Colonel Mannering leftBertram, 
be went to Julia's dressing-room, and. dis- 
missed her attendant. ** My dec^r sir^' she 
said as he entered, " you have fofgot our 
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vigils last night,.and have hardly allowed 
me' to comb my hair, although you must 
be sensible how it stood on end at the 
Yjarious wonders which took place/' 

' *y It is'with.the iosideof your head that 
I- have some business at present, Julia; 1 
will tetum the outside to the care of your 
Mrs Mincing in afew minutes." 

'<' Ldrd^ papa» think how entangled all 
my ideas are, and you* to propose to comb 
them out iri na. few minutes ! If Mincing 
was to do^so in her department, she would 
tear half the hair out of my head." 

- ** Well then, tell me where the entangle- 
ment lies, which I will try to extricate 
witk due gentleuess ?" 

V O, every where— ^the whole is a wild 
dream." 

. « Well then, I will try to unriddle it.''— 
Be gave a brief sketch of the fate and 
prospects of Bertram, 4:0 which Julia list- 
ened with an interest which she in vain 
endeavoured to disguise—" Well, are your 
iileas on the subject more luminous ?** . 
yMore confused than ever, my dear 
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sir — Here is this young man come from 
India, after he had been supposed dead, 
like Aboulfouaris the great voyager to his 
sister Canzade and his brother Hour. I am 
wrong in the story, I believe— Canzade 
was his wife--*but Lucy may represent the 
otie, and the Dominie the other. And thcil 
this lively crack-brained Scotch lawyer ap- 
pears like a pantomime at the end of a trii* 
gedy — And then how delightful it will be 
if Lucy gets back her fortune t^' 

« Now I think,** said the Colonel, ** that 
the most mysterious part of the business' 
js^ that Miss Julia Mannering, who must 
have known her father's anxiety about 
the fate of this young man Brown, or Ber«' 
tram, as we must bow call him, should 
have met him when Hazlewood's accident 
took place, and never once mentioned to 
her father a word of the mattei^ but suf* 
fered the search to proceed ag^nst this 
young gentleman a$ a suspicious charac* 
teir and assassin:** 

Julia, mucb^wiMse courage had been: 
hflstily assumed to' meet the interview 
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with her father, was now unable to rally 
herself; she hung down her head in si* 
lence, after in vain attempting to utter a 
denial that she recollected Brown when 
she met him. 

" No answer ! — ^Well, Julia, allow me to 
ask you, Is this the only time you have 
seen Brown since his return from India ? — 
Still no answer. I must then naturally 
suppose that it is not the first time?— Still 
no reply. Julia Mannering, will you have 
the kindness to answer me ? Was it this 
young man who came under your window 
and conversed with you during your resi« 
denceat Mervyn-Hall? Julia— I command 
—I entreat you to be candid/' 

Miss Mannering raised her head. ^ I 
have been, sir— I believe I am still very 
foolish-^and it is perhaps more hard upon 
me that I must me^t this gentleman» who 
has been, though not the cause entirely, 
yet the accomplice of my folly, in your 
presence."— Here she made a full stop. 

** I am to understand, then, that thi« 
WM the author ojf the. serenade?" 
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There was sometliing in this allusive 
change of epithet that gave Julia a little 
more courage—" He was indeed^ sir; and 
if I am very wrong, as I have often 
thought, I have some apology." 

^^ And what is that?** answered the Co- 
lonel, speaking quick and with ^something 
of harshness. 

"I will not venture to name it, sir-— 
but*'— ^he opened « small cabinet, and put 
some letters into bis hand&; '^ I will give 
you these that you may see how this inti- 
macy began, and by whom it was^encou* 
raged.*' 

Mannering took tlie packet to the win- 
dow — his pride forbade a more distant -re-' 
treat — he glanced at some passages of the 
letters with an unsteady eye and an agi- 
tated liiind — his stoicism, however, came 
in time to bis aid; that philosophy, which, 
rpoted^'in pride, yet frequently bears the 
ff uits of virtue. He returned towards his 
daughter withas firm an air as his feelings 
]Mermitted him to assume. 

.^ Thereasigreat apology for yon^ Julia, 
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as far as I can judge from a glance at these 
letters— you have obeyed at least one 
parent Let us adopt a Scotch proverb 
the Dominie quoted the other day — * Let 
bygones be bygones/— I will never up- 
braid you with want of confidence — do 
you judge of my intentions by my actions, 
of which hitherto you have surely had 
no reason to complain. Keep these letters 
— they were never intended for my eye, 
and I would not willingly read more of 
them than I have done, at your desire and 
for your exculpation.^— And now, are we 
friends? Or rather do you understand 
me r 

** O my dear, generous father," said Ju- 
Jia, throwing herself into his arras, ^* why 
have I ever for an instant misunderstood 
you ?•• 

<< No more of that, Julia ; he that is too 
proud to vindicate the affection and con& 
dence which he conceives should be given 
without solicitation, must meet much, aQ4 

VOL. III. h 
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perhaps deserved disappointment. It is 
enough, that one dearest and most regret- 
ted member of my family has gone to the 
grave without knowing me ; let me not 
lose the confidence of a child, who ought 
to love me if she really loves herself." 

** O no danger— no fear ! let me but 
have your approbation and my own, and 
there is no rule you can prescribe so severe 
that I will not follow." 

" Well, my love,** kissing her forehead, 
" I trust we shall not call upon you for any 
thing too heroic. With respect to this 
young gentleman's addresses, I expect in 
the first place that all clandestine corre- 
spondence — ^which no young woman can 
entertain for a moment without lessening 
herself in her own eyes, and in those of 
her lover — I request, I say, that clandes- 
tine correspondence of every kind may be 
given up, and that you will refer Mr Ber- 
tram to me for the reason. You will natu- 
rally wish to know what is to be the issue 
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of «uch a reference. In the first place, I 
desire to observe this young gentleman's 
character more iilosely than -circumstances, 
and perhaps my own prejudices, have per- 
mitted formerly — I should also be glad to 
see his birth established. Not that I am 
anxious about his getting the estate of 
Eilangowan, though such a subject is held 
in absolute indifference no where except 
in a nevel ; but certainly Henry Bertram, 
heir of Eilangowan, whether possessed oi 
the property of his ancestors or not, is a 
very different person from Vanbeest Brown, 
the son of nobody at all. His fathers, Mr 
Pleydell tells me, are distinguished in his- 
toiy as following the banners of their, 
native princes, while our own fought at 
Cressy and Poictiers. In short, I neither 
give nor withhold my approbation, but I 
expect you will redeem past errors ; and 
as you can now unfortunately only have. 
recourse to one parent, that you will shew 
the duty of a child, by reposing that con^ 
fidence in me, which I will say my inch- 
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nation to make you happy renders a filial 
debt upon your part^'* 

The first part of this speech afifected 
Julia a good deal ; the comparative merit 
of the ancestors of the Berirams and. Man* 
nerings excited a secret smile, but the 
conclusion was such as to afiect a heart 
peculiarly open to the feelings of genero- 
sity. ** No, my dear sir/* she said, ex* 
tending her hand, *^ receive my fiuth, that 
from this moment you shall be the first 
person consulted respecting what shall 
pass in future between Brown — I mean 
Bertram— and me ; and that no engagement 
shall be undertaken by me, exceptjing what 
you shaU immediatdy know and approve 
of. May I ask— ^if Mr Bertram is to con* 
tinue a guest at Woodbourne ?*' 

" Certainly, while his ^airs render it 
advisable.*' 

<< Then, sir, you must be sensible, con- 
sidering what is already past, that he will 
ejqpect 3ome reason for my withdrawing 

4 
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— »I believe I must say the encouragementy. 
which he may think I have given/* 

** I expect) Julia, that he will respect my 
roof, and entertain some sense perhaps of 
the services I am about to render him, 
and so will not insist upon any course of 
conduot of which I might have reason to 
complain i and I expect of you, that you 
will make him sensible of what is due to. 
both." 

«* Then, sir^ I understand you, and yoa 
shall h^ implicitly obeyed/' 

^ Thank you, my love ; my anxiety (kiss* 
isg ^) 19 on your account— Now wipe 
tfiele witnesses from your eyes^ aod so to 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

And, Sheriff, I will engage my word to foa^ 
-Hmt I will by to-niorrow dinner timei 
Send bim. to answer thee^ or any man. 
For any thing he shall be charged withal* 

First Part of Henry IK 
' '. ' 

When the several bye-plajrs, as they 
may be termed, had taken place among the 
individuals of the Woodbourne family^ as 
we have intimated in the preceding chap- 
ter, the breakfast party at length MseoA- 
bled. There was an obvious air of con- 
straint on the greater part of the assist- 
ants. Julia dared not raise her voice in 
asking Bertram if he chose another cup of 
tea. Bertram felt embarrassed while eat- 
ing his toast and butter under the eye of 
Mannering. Lucy, while she indulged to 
the uttermost her affection for her recover- 
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ed brother, began to think of the quarrel 
betwixt him and Hazlewood. The Colonel 
felt the painful anxiety natural to a proud 
mind, when it deems its slightest action 
subject for a moment to the watchful con- 
struction of others. The lawyer, while 
sedulously buttering his roll, had an aspect 
of unwonted gravity, arising, perhaps, from 
the severity of his morning studies. As for 
the Dominie, his state of mind was ec- 
static !-^He looked at Bertram — ^he looked 
at Lucy — ^lie whimpered— he sniggled— 
he grinned — ^he committed all manner of 
solecisms in . point of fori9_poured the 
whole cream (no unlucky mistake)( upon 
the plate of porridge, which was his own 
usual breakfast^ threw the slops of what he 
called his " crowning dish of tea'* into the 
sugar-dish instead of the slop-bason, and 
concluded with spilling the scalding liquor 
upon old Plato, the Colonel's favourite 
spaniel, who received the libation with a 
howl that did little honour to his philoso- 
phy. 
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The ColonePs equanimity was rather 
shaken by this last blunder. *< Upon my 
vordt my good friend, Mr Sampson, you 
forget the difference between Plato and 
Zenocrates/' 

•« The former was chief of the acade- 
mics, the latter of the stoics,^ said the 
Dominie, with some scorn of the supposi- 
tion* 

<< Yes, my dear sir, but it was Zeno« 
crates, not Plato, who denied that pain 
was an evil/* 

<« I should have thought,^' said Pley- 
dell, *' that yery respectable quadruped^ 
which is just now limping out of the room 
upon three of his four legs, was rather of 
the Cynic school." 

*• Very well hit off But here comes 

an answer frcwn Mac-Morlan.** 

It was unfavourable. Mrs Mac*MorIan 
sent her respectful compliments, and her 
husband had been, and was, detained, by 
tome alarming disturbances which had ta- 
ken pluce the preceding night at Portan- 
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ferry, and the • necessary investigation 
which they had occasioned. 
k " What's to be done now, Counsellor ?** 
said the Colonel to FleydelL 

«* Why, I wish we could have seen Mac- 
Morlan, who is a sensible fellow himself, 
and would besides have acted under my ad- 
vice* But there is little harm. Our friend > 
here must be made ^i^^m— he is at pre- 
sent an escaped prisoner ; the law has an 
awkward claim upon him ; he must be pla- 
ced rectus in curia^ that is the first object. 
For which purpose. Colonel, I will accom- 
pany you in your carriage down to Hazle- 
wood-house. The distance is not great ; 
we will offer our bail ; and I am confident I 
can easily shew Mr 1 beg his pardons- 
Sir Robert Hazlewood^ the necessity of re- 
ceiving it.*' 

** With all my heart,** said the Colonel j 
and, ringing the bell, gave the necessary 
orders. " And what is next to be done ?*' 

<* We must get hold of Mac«Morlan,.and 
look out for more proof/* 

1.2 
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<^ Proof! the thing, is as clear as day- 
light—here's Mr Sampson and Miss Ber- 
tram, and you yourself, at once recog- 
nise the young gentleman as his father's 
image ; and he himself recollects all the 
very peculiar circumstances preceding his 
leaving this country— What else is neces- 
sary to conviction ?*' • 

^* To moral conviction nothing . more, 
perhaps, but for legal proof a great deaL 
Mr Bertram's recollections^ are his own re- 
collections merely, and therefore not evi- 
dence in his own favour ; Miss Bertram, 
the learned Mr Sampson, and I, can only 
say, what every one who knew the late 
Ellangowan will readily agree in, that this 
gentleman is his very picture— But that 
will not nuike him Ellangowan's soUi and 
give him the estate." 

*• And what will do so ?" 

" Why, we must have a distinct proba- 
tion* — There'^s these gypsies, but then, 
alas i they are almost infamous in the eye 
of law-!*scarce capable of bearing evidences 
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and Meg Merrilies utterly so, by the va- 
rious accounts which she formerly gave of 
the matter, and her impudent denial of 
all knowledge of the fact when I exami« 
ned her respecting it/' 

** What must be done then ?** 

" We must try what proof can be got 
at in Holland, among the persons by 
whom our young friend was educated. 
— But then the fear of being called in ques- 
tion for the murder may make them si- 
lent ; or if they speak, they are either fo- 
reigners or outlawed smugglers. — In short, 
I see doubts.'* 

" Under favour, most learned and ho- 
jsoured sir,'* said the Dominie, ** I trust 
He, who hath restored little Harry Bei> 
tram to his friends, will not leave his. own 
work imperfect/* 

** I trust so too, Mr Sampson ; but we 
must use means ;. and I am afraid we shall 
have more difficulty in procuring them 
than I at first thought.— But a faint heart 
never won a fair lady-^and, by the way. 
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(apart to Miss Mannering, \i^hile Bertram 
was engaged with his sister) there^s a vin« 
dication of Holland for you I what smart 
fellows do you think Leyden and Utrecht 
must send forth, when such a very gen« 
teel and handsome young man comes from 
the paltry schools of Middleburgh ?'* 

" Of a verity/* said the Dominie, jea- 
lous of the reputation of the Dutch semi- 
nary, " Of a verity, Mr Pleydell, but I 
make it known to you that I myself laid 
the foundation of his education/* 

*• True, my dear Dominie, that accounts 
for his proficiency in the graces without 
question — but here comes your carriage 
ColoneL Adieu, young folks : Miss Julia^ 
keep your heart till I come back again — 
let there be nothing done to prejudice 
my right, whilst I am mn valens agere.'' 

Their recepticm at Hazlewood-house was 
more cold .and formal than usual, for in 
general the Baronet expressed great re- 
spect for Colonel Mannering, and Mr 
Pleydell was an old friends But now be 
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seemed dry and embarrassed in his man- 
ner. " He would willingly/' he said, " re- 
ceive bail, notwithstanding that the of- 
fence had been directly perpetrated, com- 
mitted^ and done against young Hazle- 
wood of Hazlewood ; but the young man 
had given himself a fictitious descriptidn^ 
and was altogether that sort of person, 
who should not be liberated, discharged, 
or let loose upon society ; and there- 
fore*' 

** I hope, Sir Robert Hazlewood,*' said 
the Colonel, ** you do not mean to doubt 
my word, when I assure you that he served 
under me as cadet in India ?" 

*• By no means or account whatsoever. 
But you call him a cadet ; now he says, 
avers, and upholds, that he was a cap« 
4ain, or held a troop in your regiment.'* 

" He was promoted since I gave up the 
command." 

" But you must have heard of it ?'* 

" No, I returned on account of family 
circumstaoices from India, and have not 



S54 GUY MANNERING. 

since been solicitous to hear particular 
news from the regiment; the name of 
Brown too is so common, that I might 
have seen his promotion in the gazette 
without noticing* it. But a day or two 
will bring letters from his commanding 
officer.'* 

** But I am told and informed, Mr Pley«- 
dell, that he does not mean to abide by 
this name of Brown, but is to set up a 
claim to the estate of Ellangowan, under 
the name of Bertram.** 

" Aye ! who says that ?*' said the Coun>> 
sellor. 

" Or,** demanded the soldier, " whoever 
says so, does tliat give a right to keep 
him in prison ?** 

" Hushy Colonel,** said the lawyer ; <^ I 
am sure you would not, any more than I, 
countenance him, if he prove an impostor 
— And, among friends, who informed you 
of this. Sir Robert ?** 

" Why a person, Mr Heydell,. who is 
peculiarly interested in investigating! sifl* 
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ingf and clearing out this business to the 
. bottom— you will excuse my being more 
particular." 

** O, certainly— well, and he says ?* ' 

" He says that it is whispered about 
among tinkers, gypsies, and other idle 
persons, that there is such a plan as I 
mention to you, and that this young man, 
who is a bastard or natural son of the 
late EUangowan, is pitched upon as the 
impostor, from his strong family likeness/* 
' "■ And was there such a natural son. 
Sir Robert ?'* 

" O, certainly, to my own positive 
knowledge. -EUangowan had him placed 
as cabin-boy or powder-monkey on board 
an armed sloop or yacht belonging to the 
revenue, through the interest of the late 
commissioner Bertram, a kinsman of El- 
' langowan." 

" Well, Sir Robert," said the lawyer, ta- 
king the word out of the mouth of the im- 
patient soldier—** you have told me news ; 
I shall investigate them, and if I find them 
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true, certainly Colonel Manneriag and I 
^ill not countenance this young man. In 
the meanwhile, as ,we are all willing to 
make him forthcoming, to answer all com- 
plaints against him, I do assure you^ you 
will act most illegally, and incur heavy re» 
sponsibility, if you refuse our bail/' 

" Why, Mr Heydell, as you must know 
best, and as you promise to give up this 
young man'*— — 

" If he proves an impostor." 

" Aye, certainly — under that condition 
I will take your bail ; though I must say^ an 
obliging, well-disposed, and civil neigh- 
bour of mine, who was himself bred to 
the law, gave me a hint or caution this 
morning against doing so. It was from, 
him I learned that this youth was libe- 
rated and had come abroad, or rather had 
broken prison. — But where shall we find 
one to draw the bsul-bond ?*' 

^ Here,'^ said the Counsellor, implying 
himself to the bell, <« send up my derk. 
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Mr Driver— it will not do my character 
harm if I dictate the needful myself." It 
was written accordingly and signed, and, 
the Justice having subscribed a regular 
warrant for Bertram alias Brown's dis- 
charge, the visitors took their leave. 

Each threw himself into his own corner 
of the post- chariot, and said nothing for 
some time. The Colonel first broke si- 
l^ice : ** So you intend to give up this 
poor young fellow at the first brush ?*' 

"Who, I ?— I will not give up one hair 
of his head, though I should follow them to 
the court of last resort in his behalf— but 
what signified mooting points and shewing 
one^ hand to that old ass ? Much better he 
should report to his prompter, Glossin, 
that we are indifferent or lukewarm in the 
matter. Besides, I wished to have a peep 
at the enemies' game.** 

" Indeed !— Then I see there are strata- 
gems in law as well as war. Well, and how 
dp you like their line of battle V* 

<< Ingenious, but I think desperate— 
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they are finessing too much ; a commo& 
fault on such occasions." 

During tliis discourse the carriage roll- 
ed rapidly towards Woodbourne without 
any thing occurring worthy of the reader's 
notice, excepting their meeting with young 
Hazlewood, to whom the Colonel told the 
extraordinary history of Bertram's re-ap« 
pearance, which he heard with high de- 
Jight, and then rode on before to pay Miss 
Bertram his compliments on an event so 
happy and so unexpected.. 

We return to the party at Woodbourne. 
After the departure of Manoering, the 
conversation related chiefly to the for- 
tunes of the Ellangowan ^mily, their 
domains, and their former power. " It 
was then under the towers of my fa- 
therSy*' said Bertram, ** that I landed some 
days since, in circumstances muct re- 
sembling those of a vagabond. Its mould- 
ering turrets and darksome arches even 
then awakened thoughts of the deepest 
interest, and recollections which. I was 
unable to decypher. I will now visit 
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them again with other feelings, and I trust 
other hopes.*' 

^* Do not go there now," said his sisten 
«* The house of our ancestorsi is at present 
the habitation of a wretch as insidious as 
dangerous^ whose arts and villainy accom- 
plished the ruin and broke the heart of 
our unhappy father." 

<* You increase my anxiety to confront 
this miscreant, even in the den he has 
constructed for himself — I think I have 
seen him." 

" But you must consider," said Julia, 
^ that you are now left under Lucy's guard 
and mine, and are responsible to us for 
all your motions — consider I have not 
beein a lawyer's mistress twelve hours for 
nothings and I assure you it would be 
madness to attempt to go to Ellangowan 
just now. — The utmost to which I can 
consent is, that we shall walk in a body 
4» the head of the avenue, and from that 
perhaps we may indulge you with our 
company as far as a rising ground in the 



260 GUT HAKNERINO. 

common^ \vhence your eyei may be bless^ 
ed with a distant prospect of these gloomy 
towers, which struck so strongly your sym- 
pathetic imagination.'^ 

The party was speedily agreed upon ^ 
and the ladies, having taken their cloaks^ 
followed the route proposed under t^e 
escort of Captain Bertram* It was a plea- 
sant winter morning, and the cool breeze 
served only to freshen, not to chill, the 
fair walkers. A secret though unacknoWi» 
ledged bond of kindness combined the 
two ladies, and Bertram » now hearing the 
interesting accounts of his own family^ 
>»», Jm».U»tii« hb i^«ata». i^ 
Europe and in India, repaid the pleaiBure 
i?hich he received. Lucy felt proud of 
lier brother, as well from the bold and 
manly turn of his sentiments^ as from the 
dangers he had encountered, and the spi^ 
rit with which he had surmounted tjienu 
And Julia, while she pondered on heir &- 
ther's words, could not help entertain^ 
ing hopes, that the independent 9pkit 
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which had seemed to her &ther presump- 
tion in the humble and plebeian Brown, 
would have the grace of courage, noble 
bearings and high blood, in the far-descend- 
ed heir of EUangowan. 

They reached at length the little emi« 
nence or knoll upon the highest part of 
the common, called Gibbie's-knowe — a spot 
repeatedly mentioned in this history, as be- 
ing on the skirts of the Ellangowan estate* 
It commanded a fair variety of hill and 
dale, bordered with natural woods, which 
at this season relieved the general colour 
of the landscape with a dark purple hue ; 
and in other places the prospect was 
more formally intersected by lines of plan- 
tation, where the Scotch firs displayed 
their variety of dusky green. At the 
distance of two or three miles lay the bay 
of Ellangowan, its waves rippling under 
the influence of the western breeze. The 
towers of the ruined castle, seen^ high 
over every object in the neighbourhood, 
a brighter colouring frosi the 
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wintry sun. " There/* said Lucy Bertram, 
pointing them out in the distance, ** there 
is the seat of our ancestors^ God knows, 
my dear brother, I do not covet in your 
behalf the extensive power which the lords 
of these ruins are said to have possessed 
so long, and sometimes to have used so 
ill. But, O that I might see you in posses* 
sion of such reliques of their fortune as 
should give you an honourable independ- 
ence, and enable you to stretch your hand 
for the protection of the old and destitute 
dependants of our family, whom our poor 

father's death*' 

; ♦* True, my dearest Lucy ; and I trust, 
with the assistance of Heaven, which has 
90 far guided us, and with that of these 
good friends, whom their own generous 
hearts have interested in my behalf such 
a consummation of my hard adventures is 
now not unlikely.~But as a soldier, I must 
look with some interest upon that worm- 
eaten hold of ragged stone ! and if this 
fellow^ who is now in possession^ displaces 
a pebble of it** 
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He was here interrupted by Dinmont, 
who came hastily after them up the road, 
unseen till he was near the party :— " Cap- 
tain, Captain ! ye're wanted— Ye're wanted 
by her ye ken o'.*' 

And immediately Meg Merrilies, as if 
emerging out of the earth, ascended from 
the hollow-way, and stood before them. ** I 
nought ye at the house,'* she said, " and 
found but him, (pointing to Dinmont ;) 
but ye are right, and I am wrang. It is 
here we should meet, on this very spot. 
Remember your promise, and follow me.'* 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

To hail the king in seemly sort 

The ladie was full fain ; 
But King Arthur, all sore amaxed. 

No answer made again. 
^ What wight art thou/' the ladie said* 

*' That will not speak to me ? 
Sir, I may chance to ease thy pam^ 

Though I be foul to see.'' 

Ifte Marriage of Sir Gewaint. 

The fairy bride of Sir Gawaine, while un- 
der the influence of the spell of her wicked 
step-mother, was more decrepid probably, 
and what is commonly called more ugly, 
than Meg Merrilies ; but I doubt if she pos- 
sessed that wild sublimity which an exci- 
ted imagination communicated to features, 
marked and expressive in their own pecu- 
liar character, and to the gestures of a 
form, which, her sex considered, might 



be termed gigantic. Accordingly, the 
knights of the Round Table did not recoil 
with more terror from the apparition of 
the loathly lady placed between ^^ an oak 
and a green holly/' than Lucy Bertram 
and Julia Mannering did from the appear- 
ance of this Galwegian sybil upon the 
common of £llangowan. 

*^ For God's sake/' said Julia, pulling out 
her purse, ^* give that dreadful woman 
something, and bid her go a\ray." 

" I cannot,-' said Bertram, *^ I must not 
offend her/' 

" What keep« you here ?" said Meg, ex- 
alting theJiarsh and rough tones of her 
hollow voice, " Why do you not follow ?— 
Must your hour call you twice ?— Do you 
remember your oath ^ — were it at kirk or 
market, wedding or burial, "^-and she held 
high her skinny forefinger in a menacing 
attitude. 

Bertram turned to his terrified compa* 
nions. '' Excuse me for a moment, I am 
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engaged by a promise to follow this 



man.*' 



" Good heavens ! engaged to a 
woman !" said Julia* 

" Or to a gypsey, who has her bai 
the wood ready to murder you," 
Lucy. 

'^ That was not spoke like a bail 
EUangowan/' said Meg, frowning i 
Miss Bertram* '^ It is the ill-doerc 
ill-dreaders.*' 

" In shorty I must go,** said Bertram 
is absolutely necessary ; wait for me 
minutes on this spot." 

" Five minutes r" said the gypsey, ^ 
hours may not bring you here again; 

" Do you hear that ?'* said Julia, 
heaven's sake do not go !** 

" I musti I must — Mr Dinmont 
protect you back to the house." 

** No," said Meg, " he must gang 
you, it is for that he is here. He i 
take part wt' hand and heart; and we 



GUT IIAKKERIK^^. 867 

part it h, for redding him might have cost 
you dearer." 

** Troth, Luckie, it's very true ; and ere 
I turn back frae the Captain's side. 111 show 
that I hae na forgotten't." 

'^ 0| yes/' exclaimed both the ladies at 
once, '' let him go with you, if go you 
must, on this strange summons/' . 

^' Indeed* I must, but you see I am 
safely guarded— Adieu for a short time, go 
home as fast as you can/' 

He pressed his sister's hand, and took ^ 
yet more affectionate farewell of Julia with 
his eyes. Almost stupifiedwith surprise 
and fear, the young ladies watched with 
their eyes the course of Bertram, his com* 
panion, and their extraordinary guide. Her 
tall figure moved across the wintry heath 
with steps so swift, so long, and so steady; 
that she appeared Tather to glide than to 
walk. Bertram and Dinmont, both tall 
men, apparently scarce equalled her in 
height, owing to her longer dress and 
high head- gear. She proceeded straight 
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across the common^ without turning aside 
to the winding path, by which passengers 
avoided the inequalities and little riils 
that traversed it in different directions. 
Thus the diminishing figures often disap* 
peared from the eye, as they dived into 
such broken ground, and again ascended 
to sight when they were past the hollow* 
There was something frightful and un- 
earthly^ as it were» in the rapid and un« 
deviating course which she pursued} unde* 
terred by any of the impediments which 
usually incline a traveller from the di* 
rect path. Her way was as straight, and 
nearly as swift, as that of a bird through 
the ain At length they reached those 
thickets of natural wood which extended 
from the skirts of the common towards 
the glades and brook of Derncleugh, and 
were there lost to the view. 

•^ This is very extraordinary," said Lucy 
after a pause, and turning round to her 
companion, '^ What can he have to do 
with that old hag r 



^' rt is very frightful," answered Julia, 
*^ and almost reminds me of the tales of 
sorceresses, witches, and evil genii, which 
I heard in India. They believe there in 
a fascination of the eye, by which those 
who possess it controul the will and dic- 
tate the motions of their victims. What 
can yout brother have in common with 
that fearful woman, that he should leave 
us, obviously against his will, to attend 
to her commands ?*' 

^' At teastiT said Lucy, ^ we may bold 
him safe from barm, for she would never 
have summoned that faithful creatare 
Dinmont, 6t whose courage and steadi- 
ness Henry said so mnch, to attend upon 
an expedition where she projected eVil to 
the person of his friend. And now let us 
go back to the house till the Colonel re- 
turns — perhaps Bertram may be back first ; 
at any rate the Colonel will judge what 
is to be done/* 

Leaning then upon each other^s arm, 
but yet occasionally stumbling, between 
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fear and the disorder of their nerves, they 
at length reached the head of the avenue, 
whea they heard the tread of a horse be- 
hind. They started, for their ears^were 
awake to every sound, and beheld to their 
great pleasure young Hazlewood. ^' The 
Colonel will be here immediately,'' he said ; 
'^ I galloped on before to pay my respects 
to Miss Bertram, with the sincerest con-^ 
gratulations upon the joyful event which 
has taken place in her family. I long ta 
be introduced to Captain Bertram, and to 
thaAk him for the well-deserved lesson he 
gave to my rashness and indiscretion." 

'' He has left us just now," said Lucy, 
** and in a manner that has frightened us 
very much/' 

Just at that moinent the Colonel's car- 
riage drove up, and upon observuig the 
ladies, stopped, while Mannering and his 
learned counsel alighted and joined them. 
They instantly communicated the new 
cause of alarm. 

^* Meg Merrilics again I" said the CoLo 
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nel ; ^* She certainly is a most mysterious 
and unaccountable personage ; but I think 
she must have something to impart to 
Bertram, to which she does not mean we 
should be privy." 

'' The devil take the bedlamite old wo« 
man/' said the Counsellor ; ^' will she not 
let things take their course, preut de kge^ 
but must always be putting in her oar in 
her own way ? — ^Then I fear from the di* 
rection they took they are going upon the 
Ellango wan estate— that rascal Glossin has 
shewn us what ruffians he has in his dis* 
posal. I wish honest Liddesdale may be 
guard sufficient.'' 

" If you please/' said Hazlewood, ** I 
should be most happy to ride in the direc- 
tion which they have taken. I am so well 
known in the country, that I scarce think 
any outrage will be offered in my presence, 
and I shall keep at such a cautious distance 
as not to appear to watch Meg, or inter- 
rupt any communication which she may 
make.^ 
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" Upon my word, to be a sprig, whom I 
xemember with a whey face and a satchel 
not so very many years ago, I think young 
Hazlewood grows a fine fellow. I am more 
afraid of a new attempt at legal oppres* 
sron than at open violence, and from that 
this young man's presence would deter both 
Glosftin and his understrappers/ Hie away 
then, my boy— peer out— peer out— you*ll 
find them somewhere about Derticleugh, 
or very probably in Warroch-wood/* 

Hazlewood turned his horse. *' Come 
back to us to dinner, Hazlewood,*' erred 
the Colonel. He bowed^ spurred his horse^ 
and galloped off. 

We now return to Bertram and Din- 
mont, who continued to follow their mys- 
terious guide through the woods and 
dingles, between the open common and 
the ruined hamlet of Derncleugh. As 
she led the way, she never looked back 
upon her followers, unless to chide them 
for loitering, though the sweat, in spite of 
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the season, poured from their brows. At 
other times she spoke to herself in such 
broken expressions as these — *' It is to re- 
build the auld house-*it is to lay the cor- 
ner stone — and did I not warn him ? — I 
teird him I was born to do it, if my fa* 
tiler's head had been the stepping-stonet 
let alone his.*— I was doomed—still I kept 
my purpose in the cage and in the stocks 
"—I was banished— I kept it in an unco 
land ; — I was scourged-*! was branded- 
It lay deeper than scourge or red iron 
could reach^and now the hour is come."~ 

'* Captain,'' said Dinmonti in a half whis- 
per, ** I wish she binna uncanny I her 
words dinna seem to come in Grod's name, 
or like other folk's. Odd, they threep in 
our country that there are sic things." 

" Don't be afraid, my friend.'* 

^ Fear'd ! fient a haet care I, be she 
witch or devil ; it's a' ane to Dandie Din- 
mont*" 

^* ttaud your peace, gudeman^" said Meg, 
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looking sternly over her shoulder ; " is 
this a time or place for you to speak, think 

ye ?•* 

" But, my good friend;** said Bertram, 
*' I have no doubt in your good faith, or 
kindness, which I have experienced ; but 
you should have some confidence in me — I 
wish to know where you are leadiifg me.*" 

** There's but ae answer to that, Henry 
Bertram. — I swore my tongue should ne- 
ver tell, but I never said my finger should 
iiever shew. Go on and meet your^ for* 
tune, or turn back and lose it — that's^':* I 
hae to say." 

" Go on then/' answered Bertram,. ^^ I 
will ask no more questions.'* 
. They descended into^ the glen about 
the same phice where Meg had formerly 
parted from Bertram. She paused an in- 
stant beneath the tall rock wliere he had 
witnessed the. burial of a dead. body, and 
stamped upon the ground, which, notwithr 
standing all the care that had been .taken, 
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shewed vestiges of having been recently 
moved. *^ Here rests ane/' she said, ^^ he'll 
maybe hae neibors sune." 

She then moved up the brook until she 
came to the ruined hamlet, where» pausing 
with a look of peculiar and softened inter 
rest before one of the gables which was 
still standing, she said in a tone less abrupt^ 
though as solemn as before, '' Do you see 
that blackit and broken end of a sheel* 
ing?— there my kettle boiled for forty 
years— there I bore twelve buirdly sons and 
daughters — where are they now ? — where 
are the leaves that were on that auld ashf^ 
tree at Martinmas !— the west wind has 
made it bare— and Vm stripped too^ — Do 
you see that saugh tree ? — it's but a black- 
ened rotten stump now— IVe sate under it 
mony a bonny summer afternoon when it 
hung its gay garlands ower the poppling 
water. — I've sate there, and," elevating her 
voice, " I've held you on my knee, Henry 
Bertram, and sung ye sangs of the aul^ 
barons and their bloody^ wars— It will 
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ne'er be green again, and Meg Merrities 
will never stng blithe sangs main But ye'U 
no forget her, and ye'U gar big up the 
auld wa^ far her sake ?— and let somebody 
Hve there that's ower gude to fear them 
ef another warld—For if ever the dead 
came back amang the living, I'll be seen 
in this glen mony a night after these cra^ 
2ed banes are in the mould." 

The mixture of insanity and wild pathos 
with which she spoke these last words^ 
with her right arm bare and extended, her 
]eft bent and shrouded bemeath the dark 
fed drapery of her mantle, might liave been 
a study worthy of our Siddons herself. 
^ And now," she said^ resuming at once 
the short, stem, and hasty tone which was 
most ordinary to her^^' let us to the wark 
»^let us -to the wark." 

She then led the way to the prom on to- 
fy on which the Kaim of Derncleugh was 
situatedi produced a . large key. from her 
pocket, and unlocked the doon The in* 
w place was in better order than 
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formerly. " I have made things decent,* 
she said ; I may be streekit here or 
night— There will be few, few at Meg's 
like-wake, for mony of our folk will blame 
what I hae done, and am to do !" 

She then pointed to a table, upon which 
was some cold meat, arranged with more 
attention to neatness than could have been 
expected from Meg's habits. ^' Eat," she 
said ; " ye'll need it this night yet/' 

Bertram, in Complaisance, eat a morsel 
or two ; and Diniiiont, whose appetite was 
unabated either by wonder or apprehen- 
sion, made his usual figure as a trencher- 
man. She then offered each a single glass 
of spirits^ whi<;h Bertram dranlc diluted, 
and his companion plain. 

" Will ye taste something yoursell, 
Luckie ?^ said Dinmont. 

'•'I will not need it," replied their mys- 
terious hostess. ^' And now," said she, 
*' ye must hae arms — ^ye maunna gang on 
dry-banded — but ' use them not rashly— 
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take captive, but save life— let the law hae 
its ain-*he maun speak or he die/' 

*' Who is to be taken ?— who is to speak ?** 
9aid Bertram in astonishment,. receiving a 
pair of pistols which she offered him^ and 
which, upon examining, he found were 
loaded and locked. 

<^ The flints are gude," she said, ^' and 
the powder dry — I ken that wark weel." 

Then without answering his questions, 
she armed Dinmont also with a large pis- 
tol, and desired them to chuse sticks for 
themselves out of a parcel of very suspi* 
cious*lookingbludgeons, which she brough t 
from a corner. They then left the hut to- 
gether, and, in doing so, Bertram took an 
opportunity to whisper Dinmont, " There's 
something inexplicable in all thi&— Bat we 
need not use these arms unless we see ne^ 
cessity and lawful occasionr-take car|S to 
do as you see me do." 

Dinmont gave a sagacious nod; and 
they continued tofoUow over wet and dry^ 
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through bog and fallow, the footsteps of 
their conductreM. She guided them to the 
wood of Warroch by the same track which 
the late EUangowan had used when ridiag 
to Demcleugh in quest of his child, on the 
miserable evening of Kennedy's murder. 

When Meg Merrilies had attained these 
groves^ through which the wintry sea- wind 
was now whistling hoarse and shrill, she 
seemed to pause a moment as if to recollect 
the way. " We maun go the precise track," 
she said^ and continued to go forwards, but 
rather in a zigzag and involved course than 
according to her former steady and di- 
rect line of motion. At length she guided 
then^ through the mazes of the wood to a 
little open glade of about a quarter of an 
acre, surrounded by trees and bushes^ 
whioh made a/ wild and irregular bounda- 
ry. Even in winter it was a sheltered and 
snugly sequestered spot ; but when arrayed 
in the verdure of spring, the earth sending 
forth all its wild fLowerSj the shrubs spread* 
ing their waste of blossom around it|,and 
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the weeping birches which towered over 
the underwood, drooping their long and 
leafy fibres to intercept the sun, it must 
have seemed a place for a youthful poet to 
study his earliest sonnet, or a pair of lovers 
to exchange their first mutual avowal of af- 
fection. Apparently it now awakened very 
different rqcoliections. Bertram's brow, 
when he had looked round the spot, be^ 
came gloomy and embarrassed. Meg, af- 
ter uttering to herself, ^^ This is the very 
spot V" looked at him with a ghastly side- 
glance,-^" D'ye mind it ?'' 

" Yes r answered Bertram, " imperfect* 
ly I do/' 

** Aye !'- pursued his guide, ^* on this 
very spot the man fell from his horsC'-*! 
was behind that bourtree bush at the very 
moment. Sair, sair he strove, and sair he 
cried for mercy — but he was in the hands 
of them that never kenn'd the wordl-^- 
Now win I shew you the further track — 
the last time ye travelled it was in these 
arjos.*^ 
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She led them accordingly by a loBg an4 
winding passage almeist oveFgrown w\t^ 
briMlhwood, until, without any very per-» 
ceptible descent, they suddenly found 
themselves by the sea*side. Meg then 
walked very fast on between the surf 
and the rocks, until she came to a re- 
markable fragment of rock detached from 
the rest. *^ Here," she said in a low, and 
scarcely audible whisper, ^^ here the corpse 
wasfound.** 

^ And the ctive,'' said Bertram, in thi 
same tone, ^* is close beside it-^re you 
guiding us there ?*' 

** Yes. Bend up both your hearts— fol- 
low me as I creep in — I have placed tht 
fire-^wood so as to screen you. Bide be^ 
hind it for a glifF till I say. The hour and 
the man are baith come ; then rin in on him, 
take his arms, and bind him till the blood 
burst frae his finger-nails." 

" I will — ^if he is the man I suppose— 
Jansen !" 

^^ Aye, Jansen, Hatteraick, and twenty 
mair names are his.*" 
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'^ Dinmont, you must stand by me 
fHOw/' said Bertram. 

" Ye need na doubt that — but I wish 
I could mind a bit prayer or I creep after 
the witch into that hole that she's open- 
ing — It wad be a sair thing to leave the 
.blessed sun, and the free air^ and gang 
and be killed, like a tod that's run to 
earth, in a dungeon like that. But, as I 
said, deil hae me if I baulk you.'' This 
was uttered in the lowest tone of voice 
possible. The entrance was now open. 
Meg crept in upon her hands and knees, 
Bertram followed, and Dinmont, after 
giving a rueful glance toward the day- 
light, whose blessings he was abandoniogi 
brought up the rear. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



Die, prophet ! in thy speech ; 



For this, among the rest, was I ordained. 

J7(Wiry VL Part III. 



' The progress of the Borderer, who^ as we 
have saidi was the last of the party, was 
fearfully arrested by a hand, which caught 
hold of his leg as he dragged his long 
limbs after him in silence and perturba- 
tion through the low and narrow entrance 
of the subterranean passage. The steel 
heart of the bold yeoman had well nigh 
given way, and he suppressed with diffi- 
culty a shout, which, in the defenceless 
posture and situation which they then oc« 
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cupiedy might have cost all their lives. 
He contented himself, however, with 
extricating his foot from the grasp of this 
unexpected follower. ^' Be stilly'' s^d a 
voice behind him, releasing him ; ^' I am 
a friend — Charles Hazlewood." 

These words were uttered in a very low 
voice, but they produced sound enough 
to startle Meg Merrilies, who led the van, 
and who, having already gained the place 
where the cavern expanded, had risen 
upon her feet. She began, as if to con- 
found any listening ear, to growl, to mut* 
ter, and to sing aloud, and at the flame 
time to make a bustle amobg flome bruik- 
wood which was now heaped in the cave. 

•' Here--beldam^Deyvirf-kin4>''growU 
ed the harsh voice of Dirk Hatteraiek 
from the inside of his den, *^ what makest 
Ihou there?'* 

*^ Laying the roughies to keep the cauld 
wind frae you, ye desperate do*nae-good 
— YeVe e*en ower weel off, and wots na ; 
it will be otherwise soon/' 
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^' Have ye brought me the brandy, and 
any news of my people?" 

** There's the bottle for yc. Your peo- 
ple_4li8per8ed-4>rokeii— gone— or cut to 
ril)bands by the red- coats." 

" Der Dey vil ! — this coast is fatal to 
me* 

^' Ye may hae mair reason to say sae." 

While this dialogue went forward, Ber- 
tram and Pinmont had both gained the 
interior cf the cave, and assumed an erect 
poeition. The only light which illuminated 
Hs nigged and sable precincts was a quan* 
tity of wood burnt to charcoal in an iron 
gncle, such as diey use in spearing salmon 
hyoight. On these red embers Hatteraick 
from time to time threw a handful of twigs 
or splintered wood ; but these, even when 
they blazed up, afforded a light much 
disproportioned to the extent of the ca- 
vern ; and, as its principal inhabitaat lay 
upon the side of the grate most remote 
from the entrance, it was not easy for him 
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to discover distinctly objects which lay 
in that direction. The intruders, there- 
fore, whose number was now augmented 
unexpectedly to three, stood behind the 
loosely-piled brushwood with little risk 
of discovery. Dinmont had the sense to 
keep back Hazlewood with one hand till 
he whispered to Bertram, ^^ A friend—young 
Hazlewood." 

It was no time for following up the in^ 
troduction, and they all stood as still as 
the rocks around them, obscured behind 
the pile of brushwood, which had been pro- 
bably placed there to break the cold wind 
from the sea, without totally intercepting 
the supply of air. The branches were laid 
so loosely above each other, that,, looking 
through them towards the light of the fire- 
grate, they could easily diseover what 
passed in its vicinity, although a much 
stronger degree of illumination than it af- 
forded, would not have enabled the per« 
sons placed near the bottom of the cave 
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to have descried them in the position 
which they occupied. 

The scene, independent of the peculiaf 
moral interest and personal danger which 
attended it, had, from the effect of the light 
and shade on the uncommon objects which 
it exhibited, an appearance emphatically 
dismal. The light in the fire-grate was the 
dark*red glare of charcoal in a state of ig- 
nition, relieved from time to time by a 
transient flame of a more vivid or duskier 
light, as the fuel with which Dirk Hatte- 
raiek fed his fire was better or worse for 
his purpose. Now a dark cloud of stifling 
smoke rose up to the roof of the cavern, 
and then lighted into a reluctant and sul- 
len blaze, which flashed wavering up the 
pillar of smoke, and was suddenly render- 
ed brighter and more lively by some drier 
fuel, or perhaps some splintered fir-timber; 
which at once converted the smoke into 
£ame. By such fitful irradiation, they 



could seCi more or less distioctly, the form 
of Hatteraick, whoae savage and rugged 
cast of featiires, now rendered yet more 
ferocious by t^e circumstances of his aitua* 
tion and the deep gloom of his mind, as- 
sorted well with the rugged and broken 
vault, which rose in a rude arch over and 
around him. The form of Meg MerrilieSi 
which stalked ^bout him, sometimes in the 
light, sometimes partially obscured in the 
smoke or darkness, contrasted atrongly 
with the sitting figure of Hatteraick as 
he bent over the flame, and from his ata* 
tionary posture was constantly visible to 
the spectator, while that of the female 
flitted around^ appearing or disappearing 
like a spectre. 

Bertram felt his blood boil at the sight 
of Hatteraick. He remembered him wellun- 
der the name of Jansen, which the smug- 
gler had adopted after the death of Ken- 
nedy ; and he remembered also^ that this 
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JanscB, and his mate Brown, had been the 
brutal tyrants of his infancy. Bertram 
knew farther, from piecing his own im- 
perfect recollections with the narratives 
of Mannering and Pleydeli, that this man 
was the prime agent in the act of vio- 
lence which tore him from his family and 
country, and had exposed him to so many 
distresses and dangers. A thousand ex- 
asperating reflections rose within his bo- 
som ; and he could hardly refrain from 
rushing upon Hatteraick and blowing his 
brains out At the same time this would 
have been no safe adventure* The flame^ 
as it rose and fell, while it displayed the 
strong, muscular, and broad-chested frame 
of the ruffian, glanced also upon two brace 
of pistols in his belt, and upon the hilt of 
his cutlass : it was not to be doubted that 
his desperation was commensurate with 
his personal strength and means of resist- 
ance. Bothy indeed, were inadequate to 
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encounter ihc combined power of two 
wch men as Bettfam himself and bis itien«l 
DibiQGfnty wit^Mmt reckoning their tm- 
Expected a^sfetttnt Hazlewood, who "Wm 
tinafmed, mtd of a sHighter tnake ; -but 
Bertratti felt %here 'would be ti'either semre 
Tttyr valoirr in anticipating the hfangiinati^s 
c^ffifce, and he tronsidered the impoiibante 
of miktegHatteraick-ptiTOner afire. Ife 
thierefere repressed hris in^dignikMofr, iwd 
awaited What should palish Isfettreen ttic 
ttifSAn and his gypsey 'guide. . 

•* Atfd how arc ye now ?" «aid tfaeliarsh 
and "discordaclt tone of his afttendanrt^ 
** iSaid H tidt h would cotne ttpon 'yon-— 
aye, atfd tn this very tave, Where ye liai> 
bourcd softer Iftie deed?'' 

*' Wetter and starm, ye hag ^ keep yoirr 
AcyviPn watins ttH they Vc wanteds Hsrc 
you seen 'Glossin?" 

" 'No : youVc missed jroirr MoW, yt 
bloodi^pTfter^ and ye hav^ notbfBfg ta ««• 
pect from the tenrpter," 



^' Ma^-H ! if I bad hnn»kit Ijy tfife «biioat1 
--Slid M^bat mm 1 to 4o then ?*' 

^* Da ?** Bnmreved the gypsey, •* Die Vfkt 
a man, or *ke ^nged like a <log f 

*' Hanged, ye hagirf Satan 1— the bemp's 
«et 'sowa thai: ahafil tvang me/' 

" It's sown, and it^ gre^wn, and it's 
%eell^ad, «id it's timteA. Did i not tell 
ye whence wad taffce away the boy Harry 
'Bertram, n spite of wy pmy€irs,«^di<t € 
not say he would oom^ back vAtem be had 
•dree'd 'Ym wierd m foreign tend fMl ^is 
twenty^^first year? — f^idl aot'say Vbeauld 
five woiild bumdoHm to a spark, but 'Wod 
kindle again ?*' 

** WdM, mother, you did 'say «o ; aod, 
#rairer*and%lik2HBn ! 1 1[>el«eve you 8pe4ce 
the tritth — that yoaoker of Bllangonraa 
4ias been ^a ^rock a*head to 'me all my life ] 
'and«oir,'w^i1fh'Gk)ssi n^'cmrsed t^onttpivefnee, 
nny^ovtyv ^la^ipe been'cuft^ff, my bottts^- 
stvoyed^ end i diare «ey t4ie 4ugger^s tfikan 
^-^tbeve yteie ^ot men^eoough to vMnk her, 
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far less to fight her— a dredge-boat might 
have taken her. And what will the owners 
«ay ? — Hagel and sturm ! I shall never 
dare go back again to Flushing/' 

** You'll never need." 

^' What are you doing therei and what 
makes you say that ?** 

During this dialogae, Meg was heaping 
«ome flax loosely together. Before an- 
jswer to this question^ she dropped a fire- 
brand upon the flax, which had been pre- 
viously steeped in some spirituous liquor, 
for it instantly caught fire, and rose in a 
vivid pyramid of the most brilliant light 
up to the very top of the vault. As it 
ascended^ Meg answered the rufiian's ques- 
tiou in a firm and steady voice : — ^^ Be- 
cause the Hour's come^ and the Man^ 

At the appointed signal, Bertram and 
Dinmont sprung over the brushwood^ and 
rushed upon Hatteraick. Hazlewood, un- 
acquainted with their plan of assault, 
was an instant later. The ruffian, who 
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instantly saw he was betrayed, turned 
hts first vengeance on Meg Merrilies, at 
whom he discharged a pistol. She fell» 
^ith a piercing and dreadful cry, between 
the shriek of pain and the sound of laugh- 
ter, when at its highest and most suffoca- 
ting height. ** I kenn'd it would be this 
way,'* she said. 

Bertram, in his haste, slipped his foot 
tipon the uneven rock which floored the 
cave; a fortunate stumble, for Hatteraick-s 
second bullet whistled over him with so 
true and steady an aim, that had he been 
standing upright, it must have lodged ia 
his brain. £re Hatteraick could draw an* 
other pistol, Dinmont closed with him, 
and endeavoured by main force to pinion 
down his arms. Such, however, was the 
wretch's personal strength, joined to the 
efforts of his despair, that, in spite of the 
gigantic force with which the Borderer 
grappled him, he dragged Dinmontthrough 
the blading flax, and had well nigh suc^i^ 



imritsd in Naming ». third yiiiio\, wBicLb 

ai0^ hwi nofcr S^tiam^ a« ^mIL aur Ha^er 
liod^ mnM to Kkh a^iidtenec^ when, bj^ 
mwi forcfsi an^ nio oridHnuy exM^^Mi e£ 
it^ ttbfj^ throw hm <»» t^ gn^uadi dgMrsif* 
«k hkn^ afl4: baaaitf htm. Thi* s^tsu-ffle^ 
though it takes up some time in t^e bw* 
TBLiAYt^ paaaed in ]^m thdsk* a ^tngik suMite. 
When he.wa$t£Midry saMtei»4i^tiii;i>a#^eii^ 
tjsrui dewpertte and «lfBD«b Qcmi^«iQnM3& 
ft^ngglesi HattMwck lag^ pwf0ctljr:stftUft«4 
diteiit. *^ Ucii's gffvn tordie^gMM ongr. hawC 
aaid: Dmmeot ; ^ weet^ I like^him Mb tho 

Xhisi obsQiyation honest Dandie rtmisi^ 
itfhik< ho ¥&aa> shaking^ tlie blazing! flax 
faim hLs rottgh coat and ^hag^i black hairy 
aonac of; wlotich had bcett skiged ia.the 
axzuffle. ^ He is qoxiet no<w^'' said BertraoDp 
^^ stay) by hkn, and da not pennit him; to 
attfi ttii I aee. wluither the poxMr womao he 
alire Of dead" Witk Had^rvmd'sr assist* 
ance he raised Meg Merrilies. 



'' Ir kiBUDi'd U) \Koul4 be this. \i^y ; and, 
iCa tfjw tbwi.^^ray , tt^t. it sbPuW he,'* 

Tbie. b4l bod. pQO^trated in the breast, 
below the throat It did not bleed imicJi^ 
externally, But Bertram, accustomed to 
see gun-shot wounds, thought it the more 
alarming. ^* Good God ! what shall we 
do for this poor woman r'' said he to Ha- 
zlewood, the circumstances superseding 
the necessity of previous explanation or 
introduction to each othen 

*^ My horse stands tied above in the 
wood," said Hazlewood, '^ I have been 
watching you these two hours — I will ride 
off for some assistants that may be trusted. 
Meanwhile you had better defend the mouth 
of the cavern against every one until I re- 
turn.** He hastened away. Bertram, af- 
ter binding Meg Merrilies' wound as well 
as he could, took station near the mouth 
of the cave with a cocked pistol in his 
hand ; Dinmont continued to watch Hatte- 
raick. There was a dead silence in the 
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cavern^ only interrupted by the low and 
suppressed moaning of the wounded fe- 
male, and by the hard breathing of the 
prisoner. 



• I 



M' 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

For though, 'seduced and led astray, 
Thou'st travelled far and wandered loB§^ 

Thy God hath seen thee all the way, 
And'aH the turns that led thee wrong. 

J%e Hall qf Justice. 

Aft£R the Space of about tbree quarters 
af an hour, which the uncertainty anc} 
danger of their situation made seem al« 
^lost thrice as long, the voice of you^g 
Hazlewood was heard without.. ^^ Herd 
I am, with a sufficient party.'* 
. ^* Come in then," answered Bertram^ 
not a little pleased to find hi& guard re- 
lieved. Hazlewood then entered, follow- 
ed by two or three countrymen, one of 
whom acted as a peace-officer. They lift- 
ed Hatteraick up, and carried him in their 
auna as far as the entrance pf the y^ult 
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was high enough to permit them ; then 
laid him on his back, and dragged him 
along as well as they could> for no per- 
suasion would induce him to assist the 
transportatioa by aoy exertion of his own. 
He lay as silent and inactive in their 
hands a& a dead's eotpsey hi no way either 
opposing or aidhrg their operations. Whea 
he was dragged into dayJight, a/id placed 
erect upoa^his^ £ftet among thi'ee or fout 
assistants, who had remained without the- 
cvrer hjtt seefiiked atuptfied and da»ted by 
the sadd«H? change from the darknetss o€^ 
hU Cftvernor While others were superin- 
letidiiig the removal of Meg Merrilies^ 
Hio^e who remained with Hatteratck at«^ 
tempted ta make hti» sit down iipon sk 
fragment of rock which lay close upon» 
the high- water^ mark. A strong shudder«^ 
ing coninilsed his iron frame fbr an i»- 
8tant> as be resisted their purpose; '* Not 
4here^Hagel !-^yott wx>uld not make me 
iiit there f^ 
Theae were tike only words be* apeke ; 



• 

bni their import^, md. the deep tone of 
horror in wlitohvthcijr vrere uttered^ seyvddi 
to show what was: paMtng in hk tnind. 

WhciiMegrMerrilieft had ^99 been te- 
m^ftiAsupL the .ea,T.em^ with ^W t)^. cfH^ 
for iier safety: that ciceawfttiitiQC^ adn^t'^ 
ttdr they oonsaulted whara^he. 3h<9i^ld \>^ 
eiFried^ Haalewood had. ^eot for a<suf^ 
groa, and pLroposodj tlimt $^. should be 
MUfd inthe mieattitiiBflitQ-theniearestCKiitr* 
tage^ , But the patienft enoiaiaued with 
gTMt earaestnesf^ ^^ N^ n% na 1 Tq thf^ 
Kaim o^ Dorucleugh— the Kaim o' D^ra* 
eleugh^^^tho spiiit wAl not free itself o- 
the< flesh bat there*^ 

^ You mustindulgeher^ I believe>" said 
Bertram ; ** her troubled imagination will 
otherwise aggr^ate the fever of the 
wound.'' 

They bore hex accordingly to the. vault. 
Upon* the way her: nsind seemed, to run 
moire upon the: scene which bad just pa8d>9 
ed, than: oit her own appraacfaing deadhrH? 
f* There were thweef them wt ujpqn him 

• • ■ * 
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—I brought the twasome— but wha was 
the third ?^It would be himsell returned 
to work his ain vengeance." 

It was evident that the unexpected ap- 
pearance of Hazlewoody whose person the 
outrage of Hatteraick left her no time to 
recognize, had produced a strong effect on 
her imagination. She often recurred, to 
it. Hazlewood accounted for it to Ber« 
tram, by saying, that he had kept tbera 
in view for some time by the direction of 
Mannering ; that» observing them dtsap* 
pear into the cave, he had crept after 
them, meaning to announce himself and 
his errand, when his hand in the darkness 
encountering the leg of Dinmont, had 
nearly produced a catastrophe, which in- 
deed nothing hut the presence of mind 
and fortitude of the bold yeoman could 
have averted. 

When the gypsey arrived at the hut» she 
produced the key ; and when they enter- 
ed, and were about to deposit her upon 
the bedj she said, in an anxious tone^ 
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'^ Na^ na ! not tliat way» not that way, the 

head to the east;" and appeared gratified 

when they reversed her posture accordr 

ingly. 

- '* Is there no clergyman near,*^ said Ber* 

tram, '^ to assist this unhappy woman's 

devotions ?" 

A gentleman^ the minister of the parish^ 
who had been Charles Hazlewood's tutor> 
had, with many others, caught the alarm, 
that the murderer of Kennedy was taken 
on the spot where the deed had been done 
so many years before, and that a woman 
was mortally wounded. From curiosity^ 
or rather from the feeling that his duty 
called him to scenes of distress, this gen*- 
tleman had cotee to the Kaim of Dern?- 
eleugb, and now presented himself. The 
surgeon arrived at the same time, and was 
about to probe the wound ; but Meg re* 
sisted the assistance of either. ^' It's no 
what man can do that will heal me or save 
Bie.— >Let me speak what I have to say^ 
and then ye may. work your wilL I'se 
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be nae hindrance-^^But wlieoeV Hentjr 
BertvaBd ?"-<^The.a»atstai:);tJ^. to whom ttai 
name had hcjaar longta atcaftger/ gased upovi 
each other. — " Yes !'^ she said in a strosgi 
er:andi hAr3h»r tone^ ^^ I.saiA £&fri3iJ3er- 
iram^^'EHa9gemm^ Stand ifipflun> the li§^t; 
and let me see him.^ 

AU eyes irerr timwd . to wocid a : fifirtcAini 
who approached the wretched csnieh. . The 
woundeflL WQnuua. took liold. ckf hia haiut 
^ Look at him^" she aaid^ ^* att that ever 
saw his fathet or bb gsaud&ther, and bear 
witness if he is not tbe>r living finagei^'-^** 
A murmur weat thi ongik. thei ccoHftdr-'the 
isesemUanos waa tofii striking to.be denied^ 
^ And now hear; sifir^^aod. let that mut^'l 
pointing to Hktteicaick, . who was aested 
with his keepers on a sea^ohes^jat acnno 
distance— '^^ let him denj what I say if be 
ean. Tliat b Jrlaory. BortraiDv s^a to OodU 
hty Eertram^^ uttiqaAhiie of i £ilaagowaBi; 
that is the diild that £lirk Hatteraick oai^ 
ried olF from Wanroch wood . the day^ that 
he mujrdered4^ 9auger< Ii wa« thare like 
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aw^mittfrng »pirit-wfbr Ilongeob ta see that 
wood or vpc left the eonntry. I saved the 
bairn'» life, aad sair, sair I prigged and 
prayed they would leave him wi' ine~But 
they bore him away^ and he^s been lacg^ 
ow€9 the sea, akid now he's come for hia 
ain, and what sho4ild withstand him ?-^I 
swore to keep the secret till he was ane** 
and-twenty-^I kenn'd he behaved to dvee 
his weird till that day cam-*- 1 keepit that 
oath—but I swore another to mysell, that 
if I lived to see the day o' his return^ I 
would set him. in his father's seat if tV'try 
step was on a (fead man.^ I have keepit 
that oatlk I will be ae step tnyselWHe 
(pdii^ting to Hatteraiek) will seo0 be an* 
other, and there will be ane mair yet/' 

The clergy maa now interposingy re<^ 
marked it was a pity this deposition wa^ 
BOt regularly taken and written down^ 
and the surgeon urged the necessity of 
examining the^ wounds previously to tx* 
hausting her by question^. When she saw 
them removing Hatteraick, in order to 
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be me hindrance-^^But wlieoe V : Heixr jr 
Bert vaBd ?*'-<^Thea»siatai:);tJ^. to whom tkdM. 
name had been longta &tcaftg(»r/ gajsed itpoar 
each Qther. — ^' Yes !'^ she said in a strdsgi 
er . and > hArshcfr tone^ << I . saiA ibnry, iBi^r* 
tram^Elkms^oam^ . Stand ifiMuii> the lights* 
and let me see him.^ 

AU eyes were* tucmd. towards : fiwtcam, 
whoapproaehedthewrclGhedianielk. Tfa# 
woundeflL .wonuua. took hold. Ckfi hta handi 
^LDokathim^" she aaid^ ^* att that evei 
saw his fathet or bb gsaud&thef, and beae 
witness if be is ttot tbe>r living, iniageif'-w^ 
A murmur weat thi ongk. thei ccosndr— fabtf 
i!e8eniUano6;waatoi)i striking^ to.be deaied^ 
^ And now hear; sifir^^aod. let that wmoh^I 
pointing to HktteDaick, . who was aested 
with his keepers on a sea^ohes^iat aom^ 
distance— '^^ let him denj whati say if h« 
ean. Tliat is Jblsory.'Bortram^MjfiLto iGod# 
fbey Eertraa*^ uttii^hile ofi£ilaagowaBi; 
that is^ the diild that Ilirk Hatteraick xuii^ 
ried olF from Waitroch wqed the day^ that 
he mujrdered4}fa« gaugeri Ii way there like 
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a wandttfmg »piritvrfbr I longeobtosee that 
wood or we left the eonntry. I saved the 
bairn's life, aad sair, sair I prigged and 
prayed they would leave him wi' ine~But 
they bore him away^ and he^s been lang^ 
ow€9 the sea, akid naw^ he's come for hia 
ain, and what sho4ild withstand him ?-^I 
swore to keep the secret till he waa ane** 
and-twenty-^I kenn'd he behaved to dree 
bia weird till that day cam-*-I keepit that 
eath-^but I ^ware another to mysell, that 
if I lived to see the day o' his return, I 
would set him ia his father's seat if every 
step was on a (fead man.^ I have keepit 
that oath. I wilt be ae step tnyselWHe 
{pbii^tingto Hatteraiek) will seo0 be ao^ 
other, and there will be ane mair yet/' 

The clergyman now interposing, re<^ 
marked. it was a pity this deposition wa^ 
BOt regularly taken and written down^ 
and the surgeon urged, the necessity of 
examining the^ wounds previoualy to ex« 
hausting her by question^. When she aaw 
them removing Hattcraick, in order to 



304 OUT MANNERING. 

ckar the room and leave the surgeon to 
his operations, she called out aloud, raising 
herself at the same time upon the couch, 
" Dirk Hatteraick, you and I will never 
meet again until we are before the judg- 
ment^seat— Will ye own to what I have 
said r" He turned his hardened hrow upon 
her, with a look of dumb and inflexible de« 
fiance. '^ Dirk Hatteraick, dare ye deny, 
with my blood upon your hands, one word 
of what my dying breath is uttering?^— ^ 
He looked at her with the same expres- 
sion of hardihood and dogged stubbora- 
aess, and moved his lips, but uttered na 
sound* ^' Then fareweel !" she said, ** and 
God forgive you! your hand has sealed 
my evidence.— When 1 was in life, I was 
the mad randy gypsey, that had been scour- 
ged, and banished, and branded, — that had 
begged from door to door, and been hound- 
ed like a stray tyke from parish to parish 
•— wha would hae minded her word ?— But 
sow I am a dying woman, and my words 
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will not fall to the ground, any more than 
tKe earth will cover my blood !'* 
- She here paused, and all left the hut 
except the surgeon and two or three wo- 
men. After a very short examination, he 
shook his head, and resigned his post by 
the dying woman's side to the clergyman. 
A chaise returning empty to Kipple- 
tringan had been stopped on the high road 
by a constable, who foresaw it would be 
necessary to convey Hatteraick to jail. 
The driver, understanding what was going 
on at Derncleugh, left his horses to the 
eare of a blackguard boy, confiding, it is 
to be supposed, rather in their years and 
discretion than in his, and set off full 
apeed to see, as he expressed himself, 
'' whaten a sort o' fun was gaun on." He 
arrived just as the group of tenants and 
peasants, whose numbers increased every 
moment, satiated with gazing upon the 
rugged features of Hatteraick, had turn- 
ed their attention towards Bertram. Al« 
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me»t. aji of them, especially theia^gfdrmenii, 
\(^bo had sieen oM £UaogQ.waiil ia iHi^'betK 
ter da^^ felt and acknoM&le&lged thekrJMs- 
tice <^ Alfeg MerriUes' apj^ai. !0iib tJiAi 
Scatcbad^era^Qau^i^Wf pieof^e ;. th^Aemnwr 
beted tberd w^ aimtli^iv in possiQ9«ia»<<^ 
tlMCAibat^^ awktbiey an yel ea^eni^feiiM-* 
ed their feeliagar in lewrMibi^pQUiti^^K^h 
ather« Qm? fir tend J^imk J«t>Q$, ^ ffiMAtti 
hoR, foraedi l«i$t wn^ .inte tbd.niJiUilt <>S 
the: ciiicle ;: binl - ad aemms cMt hkk^M 
upon- Bettisfiiv ^niA. bft %lwfaed b«alc« w 
mntxnutni with a 8olQi»ii exelwtiad^ov^ 
^'Ais mro^ m^ thete'a Weath ia« man^ iib'^ 
auid SJkifmgQwan arifen .' £qoi» tbft; disadiT 

Thti^pubiiQdeclamtiwi o^av impiqiiii^ 
ced Wiilnes^ waajust the apack.wantedrte 
gite fire: to the populas fcftltngi. wbtch 
burst forth: la tbr^ee diaitiact shouts:-!^ 
" Bettran. for everi'^T***^' Long life.' tQ tiiQ 
beir oiC^SiUaiiggtwan, T^'' Qod aend .hifii^hia 
ain, and to Vytt. aiiang us aa bi^fo«ebMM 
didof yoieil** 
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" I hae beea s^vexkty yeaors (m the laud/' 
said Qoe, 

<< I aad mioie bae. beea seveaty and se« 
veivty ta that," said aBothec ; ^^ I have a 
rig^. ta ksn, the glaace o£ a Bextrain." 

'' I and mine hae beea three hiiadfedr 
yeacs berc^" said anotkei: oldmarMr^ ^^ and 
I 5a](t sell my la^ cow, but I'll Si^e, the. 
yjWkmgi laird m hia right/' 

The women^ ev«r deMg,bt€(d with tbe^ 
mflrvelloua,, apsd iH>t lesa so when a band- 
same young SMA y^i the sut^j^eet of the^ tale^ 
add«d theif shciU acclam^l^oo^ t^ the gf^ 
neiNalaiLlrhaiL ^^ Ble&sing^ou bim-— be'a lh4»; 
very pictune a' Im fallhec i^^tbe BertraoA%» 
werei aye the walje* o' the couatry side 1" 

/' £h ! that his p.uir mother,, tha( died, 
in grief and in doubt about him, l>ad but 
lived to see this day i> ' exdaioAfd spo^e, 
voices^ 

^* But well help hi^n to his. alO) kinv 
meis," cried others; ^^ and before Glosr 
Sin. sail keep the Plaqe of EllangQwanjt wedi 
howk him out o*t wi' our nails T 

Others crowded around Dinmont, who 
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was nothing loth to tell what he knew of 
his friend, and to boast the honour which 
he had in contributing to the discovery. 
As he was known to several persons pre- 
sent, his testimony afforded an additional 
motive to the general enthusiasm. In shorty 
it was one of those moments of feeling, 
when the frost of the Scottish melts like a 
snow-wreath, and the dissolving torrent 
carries dam and dyke before it 

The sudden shouts interrupted the de> 
votions of the clergyman ; and Meg, wha 
was in one of those dozing fits of stupe-* 
faction that precede the close of existence^ 
suddenly started—" Dinna ye hear?— din* 
na ye hear ? — he's owned ! — he*s owned I 
—I lived but for this.— I am a sinfu' wo- 
man—But if my curse brought it down, 
liiy blessing has ta'en it off! And now I wad 
hae liked to hae said mair. But it canna 
be. — Stay" — she continued, stretching her 
head towards the gleam of light that shot 
through the narrow slit which served for 
a window, ^* Is he not there r— stand out 
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o' the light, and let me look upon him 
aace mair. But the darkness is in my 
ain een/' she said, sinking back, after 
an earnest gaze upon vacuity — '^ it's a' 
ended now ! 

** Pass breath. 
Come death V* 

And; sinking back uponher couch of straw, 
she expired without a groan. The cler- 
gyman and the surgeon carefully noted 
dpwn all that . she ha^ said, now deeply 
regretting they had not examined her 
more minutely, but both remaining mo- 
rally convinced of the truth of her dis- 
closure. 

Hazlewood was the first to comphment 
Bertram upon the near prospect of his be- 
ing restored to his name and rank in so- 
ciety. The people around, who now learn- 
ed from Jabos that Bertram was the per- 
son who had wounded him, were struck 
with his generosity, and added his name to 
Bertram's iu their exulting acclamations. 



SIO OVY UANNBRIKO. 

Same, Tiorrcver, demanded x^f the postil- 
Vton how he had not recognised Bertram 
when iie saw him scrme trme before aft 
Kippletringan ? to whi(3i he gave the 
very natural answer,—" Hout| what was I 
thinking about Ellan^ow^an then?— It was 
the cry that was ihmg cren now that the 
young laird was found, that put me on 
finding out the libeness— There was nae 
naissing it ance ane was set to look for'H.* 

The obduracy of Hatteraick daring the 
latter part tyf thrs scene was to some 
slight degree shaken. He was Observed 
to twinkle with his eyc-HHs— to -attempt 
to raise his hound hands for thepui^ose 
of pulling his hat over his brow— -to look 
^3njgri}j ztxd impatiently to tfbe road, as if 
anxious for the vehicle whfchwasto re- 
move him from the spot. At kmgdi Mr 
Hazlewood, apprehensive that the popu- 
Ibt ferment might take a direction to- 
wards him, directed he vhouM be taScen 
to the post chaise, and so removed to the 
to^ of Efppletringtn to be at ftfrKfee- 
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ili<nk)i*8'di8pwirl ; at the same time lie sent 
«! express to wsmti Uhaft •getflBeman of what 
•had happened. •* And now," Iw said to 
Sertram, ** I ^hotfld be happy if you would 
^eeompany iiie to Hazlewood-housc ; but 
as that migtit iiot be 90 agreeable just 
mw as I trust "it *wrll be in a day or two, 
you tnust allow me to return with you to 
Woodbowttie. ©ttt you are on foot." — " O 
?f the yowng^ laird would take my horse !'* — 
^* Or nrmt"— '*^(!>r minc''-.said half adozen 
Ybices— '* Or unne; he can tr^ften mffle 
an hour without whip or spur, and he's 
^flie youtig laird^ frae ^thw moment, if he 
lifccs to ta'k'e him for a here^eld, as they 
taW it laffg =syaie.*^«-^Befti«m readily ac- 
tepimA the 'horse ^ a 4'OQn, and poured 
foi^th his thanks to the assembled crowd 
ftf ttieir good wialhes, iv^hich tfeey repaiti 
WHh'i^outs and TOWS of attachment. 

While *thc happy owner 'was directing 
«me lad 'to "igae down fot the new safldie ;'' 
another " just to rin the beast ower wi* a 
dry'Wisp^o- -strae^ a third*^* to feie'dowa 

14 
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and borrow Dan Dunkieson's plated stir- 
rups/' and expressing his regret, '* that 
there was nae time to gie the nag a 
feed, that the young laird might ken his 
mettle/' Bertram, taking the clergyman 
by the arm, walked into the vault, and 
shut the door immediately after them. 
He gazed in silence for some minutes 
upon the body of Meg Merrilies, as it lay 
before him, with the features sharpened 
by death, yet still retaining the stern 
and energetic character, which had main- 
tained in life her superiority as the wild 
chieftainess of the lawless people amongst 
whom she was born. The young soldier 
dried the tears which involuntarily rose 
upon viewing this wreck, which might be 
said to have died a victim to her fidelity 
to his family. He then took the clergy- 
man's hand, and asked solemnly, if sheap* 
peared able to give that attention to his 
devotions which befitted a departing per- 
son ? 

" My dear sir," said the good minister. 
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^* I trust this poor woman had remaining 
sense to feel and join in the import of my 
prayers. But let us humbly hope we are 
judged of by. our opportunities of religi* 
ous and nnoral instruction. In some de- 
gree she might be considered as an nhin* 
structed heathen^ even in the bosom of a 
Christian country ; and let us remember^, 
that the errors and vices of an ignorant 
life were balanced by instances of disin- 
terested attachment, amounting almost to 
heroism. To Him, who can alone weigh 
our crimes and errors against our efforts 
towards virtue, we consign her with awe, 
but not without hope." 

. " May I request/* said Bertram, " that 
you will see every decent solemnity at- 
tended to in behalf of this poor woman ? 
I have some property belonging to her in 
my hands — at all events I will be answer- 
able for the experice— you will hear of 
me at Woodbourne." 

Dinmont, who had been furnished with 

VOL. III. o 



S14 GUT MANKEEIKG. 

a horie by one of his acquaintance, now 
loudly called out that all was ready for 
their return ; and Bertram and Hazlewood, 
after a strict exhortation, to the crowd, 
which was now increased to several hun- 
dreds, to preserve good order in their rejoi- 
cing, as the least ungoverned steal might be 
turned to the disadvantage of the yojang 
Laird, as they termed him, took their 
leave amid the shouts of the multitude. 

As they rode past the ruined cottages 
at Derncleugb, Dinmont said, '* I'm sure 
when ye come to your ain, Captain, 
ye'll no forget to bigg a bit cot^hbuse 
there ? Deil be in me but I wad do't my* 
sell, an it werena in better hands.~I wad- 
na like to live in't though, after what she 
said. Odd, t wad put in auld Elspith the 
bedral's widow— the like o' them's used 
wi' graves and ghaists and thae things." 

A short but brisk ride brought them to 
Woodbourne. The news of their exploit 
iKid already flown far and wide, and the 
whole inhabitants met them on the lawn 
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witb shouts of congratulatioa. ^^ Tlldt 
you hare seen me alive/' said Bertraiki td 
Lucy». who first ran up to him, ttioiigH 
Julia's eyes even anticipated hers^ ^^ you 
most thank these kind friends." 
, With a blush expressing at once plea^ 
sure, gratitude^ and bashfulness, Lucy 
curtsied to Hazlewood, but to Dinmont 
she frankly extended her hand. The ho^^ 
nest fanner, in the extravagance of his 
joy, carried his freedom farther than the 
hint warranted, for he inDprinted his 
thanks on the lady's lips, and was in- 
stantly shodced at th€ rudeness of his 
own conduct. ^' Lord sake, madam, I ask 
your pardon," he said; ^' I forgot but ye 
had been a bairn o' my ain — the Captain's 
sae hamely, he gars ane forget himselU" 
; Old Pleydell now advanced : " Nay, if 
fees4ike these are going," he said ■ ■ 
' ^^ Stop, stop, Mr Pleydell,'^ said Julia, 
M you had your fees before*hand~remem<- 
focr last night." 
^ ^^7f I do confess a retainer,'^ sai4 
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the barrister ; '* but if I don't deserve 
double fees from both Lucy and you 
when *I conclude .my examination of Dirk 
Ijatteraick to*aiorrow — Gad I will so sup- 
ple him !— You shall see, Colonel, andyou, 
my^ saucy misses, though you may not $ee, 
shall hear.'' 

*^ Aye, thatVif wechuae to listen, Coun- 
sellor*^. . 

''And you think. it's. tiro, to one you 
won't chuse that ?— -But you have curiosity 
that teaches you the use of your ears now 
and then." 

* 

** I declare, Counsellor, that such saucy 
bachelors as you virould teach us the use 
of our fingers now and then." 

'' Reserve them for the harpsichord, my 
love. Better for all parties/' 

Whiie this idle chat ran on, Colonel 
Mannering introduced to Bertram a plain 
good-looking man, in. a grey coat and 
waistcoat, buck*skin breeches, and boots. 
*' This, my dear sir, is Mr Mac-Morlan." 

"^ To whom," isaAd Bertram, embracing 
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him cordially, '^ my sister was indebted 
for a home, when deserted by all her natu- 
ral friends and relations." 

The Dominie then pressed forward, 
grinned, chuckled>,made a diabolical sound 
in attempting to whistle, and finally, un* 
able to stifle his emotions, ran away to 
empty the feelings of hi# heart at hfs eyes. 

We shall not attempt to describe the 
expansion of heart and glee of this happy 
evening. 



J •- 
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CHAPTER XVII. 



■■«■ 



•How like • hatefbl i^e» 



Beteeled griimiag^iiiidst his j^cr'd hoi^ 
A cunning man appears, whose secret fraodft 
Are opened to the day l^^o^ 

ComtBABVU 

Theee was a great movement at Wood- 
bourne early on the following morning, to 
attend the examination at Kippletringan, 
Mr Pleydelly from the investigation which 
he had formerly bestowed on the dark af- 
fair of Kennedy's deaths as well as from 
the general deference due to his profes- 
sional abilities, was requested by Mr Mac- 
Morlan and Sir Robert Hazlewood, and 
another justice of peace who attended, to 
take the situation of chairman^ and the 
lead in the examination. Colonel Man- 
nering was invited to sit down with them. 
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The examination, being previous to trial, 
was private in other respects. 

TIus- Counsellor resumed and re-inter- 
rogated former evidence. He then exa- 
mined the clergjnum and isiurgeon respect- 
ing the dying declaration of M^ Merrir 
lies. They stated, that she distinctly, 
positively, and repeatedly, declared her- 
self an eye-Avitnes8 of Kennedy's death 
by tbq hands of 'Hattejraick, and two or 
thr^ of his. crew; that heir presence was 
accidental ; that she believed their rc^ 
sentment at meeting him# when they were 
inifbe act, of [losing their vessel, through 
rnean^ of hia informatioHf led to the com- 
mission of the crime : that she said there 
was one witness of the murder, but who re- 
fused to participate in it, still alive, — her 
nephew, Gabriel Faa ; and she had hint- 
ed at another person, who was an acces- 
sory after, not before, the fact; but her 
strength there failed her. They did not 
l^tget to' mention her declaration, that she 
had saved the chiU^ a&d that he wbs ton 
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from her by the smjugglers^ for the purpose 
of cari'ying him to Holland. — All these 
particulars were carefully reduced to wri- 
ting. 

Dirk Hatt^raick was then brought in, 
heavily ironed ; for he had been stmctly 
secured and guarded, pwing to his^ former 
escape. He was asked his name ; he made 
no answer : — His profession ; he was si^ 
lent :^— Several other questions were put; to 
none of which he returned any reply. Pley* 
dell wiped the glasses of his spectacles, and 
considered the prisoner yery attentively; 
" Avery truculent-looking fellow/' he whis-t 
pered to Mannering ; ** but,, aa Dogberry 
says,ril go cunningly to work with^hihi^ 
Here, call in Soles — ^Soles the shoemaker.— 
Soles, do you remember measuring some 
foot-steps imprinted on the mud at the wood 
of Warroch, upon ■ November, 17^^ ?** 
Soles remembered the circumstance per<« 
fectly, ^^ Look at that paper-ris that 
your note of the measurement ?"— -Soles 
verified the memorandum-^^^ Now, there 
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stands a pair of shoes on that table — mea- 
sure them, and see if they correspond with 
any of the marks you have noted there." 
The shoemaker obeyed, and declared 
" that they answered exactly to the largest 
of the foot-prints/* 

"We will prove,** said the Counsellor, 
aside to Mannering, " that these shoes, 
which were found in the ruins at Dern- 
cleugh, belonged to Brown, the fellow 
whom you shot on the lawn at Wood- 
bourne. — Now, Soles, measure that pri« 
son6r's feet very accurately." 

Mannering observed Hatteraick strictly, 
and could notice a visible tremor. •" Do 
these measuremients correspond with any 
of the foot-prints ?" 

The nan looked at the note, then at his 
foot-rii d and measure — thjcn verified his 
former measurement by a second. " They 
correspond," he said, " within a hair- 
breadth, to a foot-mark broader and short-* 
er than the former." 

o2 
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Hatteraick*^ genius here deserted him— 
*' Der dey vil T* he broke out, " hofw could 
there be a foot-mark on the ground, when 
it was a frost as hard a$ the heart of a 
Memel log?** . 

" In the evening, I graBt you. Captain 
Hatteraiek» but not in the forenoon — will 
you favour' me with information where 
you were upon the day you remember so 
exactly 7* 

Hatteraick saw his blunder, aiad ^ain 
screwed up his hard features for obstinate 
silence — " Put down his observation, how- 
ever,'* said Plcydell to the clerk. 

At this moment the door opened, and, 
much to the surprise of most present, Mr 
Gilbert Glossin made his appearance. 
That worthy gentleman had, by dint of 
watching and eves-dropping, ascertained 
that he was not mentioned in Meg Mer- 
rilfes: dying declaration, a circumstance, 
certainly not owing to her favourable dis- 
position toward^ hi m^^ but to the delay of 
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taking her regular examinatioDi and to 
the rapid approach of death. He there* 
fore supposed himself safe from all evi- 
dent but such as mig^t arise from Hatte- 
raiel^^ confession ; to prevent which he 
riesplyed to push a bold face, and join his 
brethren of the bench during his exami- 
nation. ** I shall be able/' he thought, 
^^to make the rascal sensible his safety 
lies in keeping his own council and mine ; 
and my presence, besides,, lyill' be a proof 
of confidence and innocence. If I must 
lose the estate I must — but I trust better 
thinga.** 

He entered with a profound sa^lutation 
1(0 Sir. Robert Hasdiewood. Sir Robert, 
who had rather begun to suspect that his 
plebeian neighbour had made a cat's paw 
j^ him, inclined his head stiffly, toaV snuff, 
^d loot^ed another way-^^^ Mr: Q^rsand, . 
your most, bumble servant. '^ 

■** Your huoible servant^ Mr Glossin/' 
answered' Mr< Corsand: drily, composing 
his counttndknccL regis ad e^evifijar^ ^ t^ 
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to say, after the fashion of 'the Baronet. 
'' Mac-Morlan, my worthy ^friend, -bow 
d'ye do — always upon your duly ?*' 

*^ Umphy" said honest Mae-MorIan> with 
little respeet ettber to tlie cem]ptimeht'or 
salutation. *^ Colotiiet Mdnihtflng (w low 
bow slightly returned) arid Mr Plcyddl, 
(another low bow) I dared not have hoped 
for your assistance to poor country gen- 
tlemen at this period of the session/' 

Ptey dell totf k a snuff, and eyed ihim \rtth 
a glance equally shrewd and sarcastic—- 
*^ I'll teach him," he said, " the value of 
the old admonition, Ne aecesstris in const- 
Hum ant^quam "coceris^'^ - • .. 

" But perhaps I intrude, gentlemen?— is 
this ian- open meeting ?'*" • 
• «* For ray part,'^ said Mr Pleydell, " far 
from considering your attendance as' fn<- 
trusionj Mr Glossing I was nev^'so plea- 
sed in my life to meet with you> especial- 
ly as I think we should have had occasion 
to request the ^voiir of your company 
in the couise of the day.*^ 
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^^Well) then, gentlemen/' said Glossin^ 
drawing his chair to the table, and begin- 
ning to bustle about among the papers^ 
*• where are we r— how far have we got ? 
Where are the declarations ?" 

" Clerk— ^give me all these papers,*' isaid 
Mr Pleydell ; " I have an odd way of arran- 
ging my documents, Mr Glossin, another 
person touching them puts me out—^but I 
shall have occasion^br your assistance by 
and by." 

Glossin, thus reduced to inactivity, 
stole one glance at Dirk HatterMt'k, but 
could read nothing in his dark scowl save 
malignity and hatred to all around. ^' But, 
gentlemen," said . Glossin, ^' is it quite 
right to keep this poor man so heavily 
ironed, when he is taken up merely for 
examination ?" 

This was hoisting a kind of friendly 
signal to the prisoner. ^^ He has escaped 
once before/' said Mac-Morlan drily, and 
Glossin was silenced. 



to say, " ^yiitfoduccd, and, to 

•' Mar ^^^0 J^ was greeted in the 

d'ye ^^2^0*^^^^ ®^^^ *^y '^^'^ Robert 
' a^^^^'^^^' He told his recollec- 
H JJ^^^^^fMOcy with that candour and 
'^' ^expression which afforded the 
^'^f^J^mnt for his good faith. " This 
^0 to be rather a civil than a criminal 
i^tfon/' said Glossin, rising ; ^' and as 
fou cannot be ignorant, gentlemen, of the 
^dfect which this young person's pretend- 
ed parentage may have on my fortune, i 
would {itiner beg leave to retire." 

" No, my good sir,*' said Mr Pleydell, 
** we can by no means spare you. But why 
do you call this young man's claims pre* 
tended ? — I don't mean to fish for your 
defences against them, if you have any, 

but" 

^^ Mr Pleydell, I think I can explain^ 
the matter at once. — ^This young fellow, 
whom I take to be a natural son of the late 
EUangowan, has gone about this country, 
for some weeks under different names> ca« 



OUT HANN£RINQ. 327 

balling with a wretched old mad-woman, 
whO; I understand, was shot in a late scuf- 
fle, and with other tinkers, gypsies, and 
persons of that description, stirring up 
the tenants against their landlords, which, 
as Sir Robert Hazlewood of Hazlewood 

knows,'* 

" Not to interrupt you, Mr Glossin,** 
said Pleydell, ** I ask who you say this 
young man is ?" 

** Why, I say, and I believe thia gen- 
tleman (looking at Hatteraick) knows, 
that be is a natural son of the late fillan- 
gowan, by a girl called Janet Lightoheel^ 
who was afterwards married to Hewit the 
shipwright, that lived in the shire of An* 
nan. His name is Godfrey Bertram Hew- 
it, by which name he was entered on board 
the Royal Caroline excise yacht/' 

*' Aye ?" said Pleydell, ** that is a very 
likely story !— but, not to pause upon some 
difference of eyes, complexion, and so 
forth-^be pleased to step forward, sir.'' 
— — ^A young seafaring man cune forwards 
— " Here's the real Simon Pure— hereV 
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Godfrey.Bertratn Hewit, arrived last night 
from Antigua via Liverpool, mate of a 
West Indian, and in a fair way of doing 
well in the world, although he came some- 
what irregularly into it/' 

While some conversation past between 
the other justices and this young man, 
Pleydell lifted from among the' papers on 
the table Hatteraick's old pocket-book, A 
peculiar glance of the smuggler's eye indu- 
<^d the shrewd lawyer to think there was 
something here of interest He therefore 
continued the examination of the papers, 
laying the book on the table, but instant- 
ly perceived that the prisoner's interest in 
the research had cooled. ^ " It must be in 
the book still, whatever it is/^ thought 
Pleydell ; and again applied himself to the 
pocket-book, until he discovered, on a 
narrow scrutiny^ a slit between the paste- 
board and leather, out of which he drew 
three small slips, of paper. Pleydell now 
turning to Glossin, requested the favour 
that he would tell them if he bad assistedi 
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at the search for the body of Kennedy^ 
and the child of his patron, upon the. day 
when they disappeared, 
:. *fl did not-rrthat is— I did/* answered 
the conscience-struck Glossin. 
• *iit is remarkable though, that connect* 
ed as you were with the Ellangowan fami- 
ly, I don't recollect your being examined, 
or even appearing before me^ while that 
investigation was proceeding ?** 
. '* I was called to London on most im- 
portant business the morning after tht 
aad affair.'' . 

** Clerk," said Pleydell, " minute down 
that reply,— ^I presume the business, Mr 
Glossin, was to negociate these three bills 
drawn by you on Messrs Vanbeest and 
Vanbruggen, and accepted by one Dirk 
Hatteraick in their name on the very 
day of the murder." Glossin's counter 
nance fell; ^^ This piece of real evidence 
makes good the account given of your 
conduct on this occasion by a man called 
Gabriel Faa, whom we have now in custo* 
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djTi and who witnessed the wliole transac- 
tion between you and that worthy prison- 
er-— Have you any explanation to give ?'' . 

^^ MrPleydell/' said Glossinwith great 
composure, ** I presume, if you were my 
counsel, you would not advise me tfv an* 
8wer upon the spur of the moment to a 
charge which the basest of mankind seem 
ready to establish by perjury." 

'^ My advice would be regulated by my 
opinion of your innocence or guilt. In 
your cose I believe you take the wisest 
course ; but you are aware you must stand 
committed ?** 

" What, sir? Upon a charge of murder?* 

*^ No ; only as art and part of kidnap- 
ping the child." 

^^ That is a bailable offence.'^ 

« Pardon me," said Pley del!, •* it ispla^ 
gium, and plagium is felony." 

*' Forgive me, Mr Pleydell ; there Is 
only one case upon record, Torrence and 
Waldie. They were, you remember, re* 
surrection-women, who had promised to 
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procure a child's body for some young 
surgeons. Being upon honour to their 
employer, rather than disappoint the even- 
ing lecture of the students, they stole a 
live child, murdered it, and sold the body 
for three shillings and sixpence. They 
were hanged, but for the murder, not for 
the plagium. Your civil lav has carried 
you a little too far/' 

" Well, sir, but in the meantime we 
must commit you to the county jail, in 
case this young man repeats the same 
etory,— Officers^ remove Mr Glossin and 
Hatteraick, and guard them in different 
apartments." 

Gabril, the gy psey, was then introduced, 
and gave a distinct account of his desert- 
ing from Captain Pritchard's vessel and 
joining the smugglers in the action, and 
how Dirk Hatteraick set fire to his ship 
when he found her disabled, and under 
^over of the smoke escaped with his crew, 
and as much goods as they could save» iiv- 
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to the cavern^ where they proposed to lie 
till night-falL Hatteraick himself^ his 
mate Vanbeest Brown, and three others, 
of whom the declarant was one, went 
into the neighbouring woods to commu- 
nicate with some of their friends in the 
neighbourhood. ' They fell in with Ken* 
nedy unexpectedly, and Hatteraick and 
Brown, aware that he was the occasion of 
their disasters, resolved to murder him. 
He stated, that after the deed, they re- 
gained the cavern by different routes, and 
Dirk Hatteraick was giving an account 
how he had pushed a hi^e crag over, as 
Kennedy lay groaning on the beach, 
when Glossin suddenly appeared among 
them. To the whole transaction by which 
Hatteraick purchased his secrecy he was 
witness. Respecting young Bertram he 
could give a distinct account till he went 
to India, after which he had lost sight of 
him iintil he unexpectedly saw him in Lid- 
desdale. He stated, that he instantly sent 
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notice to his aunt, Meg Merrilies, as well 
as to Hatteraick, who be knew was then 
upon the coast, but that he bad incurred 
his auQt's highest displeasure upon the 
latter account. He concluded, that his 
aunt had immediately declared that she 
would do all that lay in her power to help 
young EUangowan to his right, even if it 
should be by informing against Dirk Hat- 
t-eraick ; and that many of her people as- 
sisted her besides himself, from a belief 
that she was gifted with supernatural in* 
apirations. With the same purpose, he un- 
derstoody his aunt had given to Bertram 
the treasure of the tribe, of which she.had 
the custody. Three or four gypsies ming- 
led in the crowd when the Custom-House 
was attacked, for the purpose of libera- 
ting Bertra.m, which he had himself effect- 
ed. He said, that in obeying Meg s dic- 
tates, they did not pretend to estimate 
their propriety or ratiouaiity, the respect 
in which she was held by her tribe pre- 
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eluding ail such subjects of speculation. 
Upon farther interrogation he added^ that 
his aunt had always said that Harry Ber<* 
tram carried that round his neck which 
would ascertain his birth. It was a spell, 
she saidi that an Oxford scholar had made 
for him, and she possessed the sriiugglers 
with an opinion, that to deprive him of it 
would occasion the loss of the vessel. 

Bertram here produced a small velvet 
bagi which he said he had worn round 
his neck from his earliest infancyi atid 
which he had preserved, first, ftt>m su- 
perstitious reverence, and, latterly, from 
the hope that it might serve one day to 
aid in the discovery of his birth. The 
bag being opened, was found to contain 
i, blue silk case, from which was drawn 
a scheme of nativity. Upon inspecting 
this paper, Colonel Mannering instantly 
admitted it was his own composition^ and 
afforded the strongest and most satisfac* 
tory evidence, that the possessor of it must 

S 
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ucessarily be the young heir of Ellan- 
gowan, by avowing his having first appear- 
ed in that country in the character of a& 
astrologer. 

** And now," said Pleydell, " make out 
warrants ot commitment for Hatteraick 
and Glossin until liberated in due course 
of law. I am sorry for Glossin.'* 

** Now, I think," said Mannering, ** he's 
incomparably the least deserving of pity 
of the two. The other's a bold fellow, 
though as hard as flint.'* 

" Very natural, Colonel, that you should 
be interested in the ruffian and I in the 
knave— that's all professional taste— 'but 
I can tell you Glossin would have been a 
pretty lawyer, had he not had such a turn 
for the roguish part of the profession." 

** Scandal would say, he might not be 
the worse lawyer for that." 

'' Scandal would tell a lie, then, as she 
usually does. Law's like laudanum j it's 
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much more easy to use it as a 
does, than to learn to apply it like i 
sician." 



■ I 
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CHAPTER XVIIt 

Unfit to live or die— -O marble heart ! 
After hiiDy feHowSy drag him to the block* 

Meawrefor Meoiwt^ 

The jail at the county town of the ahire 

of was one of those old-fashioned 

dungeons which disgraced Scotland until 
of late years. When the prisoners and 
their guard arrived there, Hatleraick, 
whose violence and strength were well 
known, was secured in what was called 
the condemned ward. This was a l^^ge 
apartment near the top of the prison. A 
round bar of iron, about the thickness of 
a man's arm above the elbow, crossed the 
apartment horizontally at the height of 
about six inches from the fluoTi and waa 
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built into the wall at either end. Hatte« 
jaick's ancles were secured within shack- 
leS| which were connected by a chain at 
the distance of about four feet, with a 
large iron ring which travelled upon the 
bar we have described. Thus a prisoner 
might shuffle along the length of the bar 
from one side of the room to another, but 
could not rest farther from it in any other 
direction than the length of the chain ad* 
mitted. When his feet had been thus se- 
euredi the keeper removed his hand-cuffs, 
and left his person at liberty in other rcr 
i^edfSr „. 

Hatteraick had not been long in this 
place of cbnfinementi before Giossin ar^ 
rived at the same pri&on-^ouse. In re*" 
spect to his comparativje rank and educa- 
tion, he was not ironed, but placed in a 
decent apartment, under the inspection 
of Mao^Guifog, who, since the destruc*. 
tton of the bridewell of Portanferry by 
the mob, had acted here as an under-turn^ 
Jkey. When £rlossin was inclosed within 
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4hiis, room, and had solitude and leisure to 
calculate all the chances against him and 
in his favour, he could not prevail upon 
himself to consider the ^ game as despe- 
•rate. '^ The estate is lost," he said, " that 
must go ; and, between Pleydell and Mac- 
Morlan, they'll cut down my claim on it 
to a trifle. My character — but if I get off 
with Hfc and liberty, Til get money yet, 
and varnish that over again. Let me see: 
— ^This Bertram Was a child at the time — 
his evidence must be imperfect— the other 
fellow is a deserter, a gypsey, and an out* 
law—Meg Merrilies, d— n her^ is dead.t--e 
These infernal bills 1— Ha tteraick. brought 
them with bim, I suppose, to hav« the 
means of threatening me, or extorting 
money from me. — I must endeavour to 
see the rascal ^— -must get him to stand 
steady ; — must get him to put some .other 
Colour upon the business/' ! ; .; 

His mind teeming with schemes of fui 
ture deceit to cover former villainy, he 
spent the time in arranging and combining 
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them until the hourofsii)>per. Mac^GuEffog 
attended upon this occasian. After giving 
liim a glass of brandy, and sounding him 
•vith one or two cajoling speeches, Olos- 
&in made it his request that he would help 
iiim to an interview with Dirk Hatteraiek; 
^ Impossible ! utterly impossible ! jt's coiDk 
trary to the express orders of Mr Mac- 
S^Iorlan, and the captain {as the he&d jait- 
ar of a county jail is called in Scotland) 
would never forgie me.** 

*^ But why should he know of it r'* said 
Glossin, slipping a couple of guineas into 
Mac*Guifog's hand. 

Tlie turnkey weighed the gold, and 
looked sharp at Glossin* ''Eye, eye, Mr 
Qlossin, ye ken the ways o' this place*^ 
liOokee, at lock-up hour, Tit return and 
bring ye up stairs to him'—But y« must 
stay a* night in his cell, for I must carry 
the keys to the captain for the night, and 
I cannot let you out again until morning— 
then ril visit the wards half atf hour ear« 
Uer tlvan usual, andyemaygetou^^nd b^ 
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9mig^ ni your ain birth when the eaptam 
gaDg^ bis rounds." 

When the hour of ten had pealed from 
tbeneighbouringsteepIeyMaoGuifogcame 
prepared with a small dark lantern. He 
said softly to Glossing "Slip your shoes ofF 
and follow me.^ When Glossin was out of 
the door, MaoGuffog, as if in the execu- 
tion pf bis ordinary duty^ and speaking 
to a prisoner within, called aloud, "Good« 
Bight to you, sir/' and locked the door, 
clattering the bolts with much ostenta- 
tious noise. Hb then guided Glossin up 
aJ iteep and narrow stair, at the top of 
which was the door of the condemned 
ward ; he unbarred and unlocked it, and^ 
giving Glossin the lantern, made a sign 
to hfm to enter, and locked the door be- 
hind him with the same affected accuracy.^ 

In the large dark celt iilta which he 
was thus introduced, Glossin's feeble light ^ 
for some time enabled him to discover - 
nothing. At length he could dimly 



tinguish a pallet bed stretched on the floor 
beside the great iron bar which traversed 
the rooniy and on that pallet reposed the 
figure of a man. Glossin approached him.' 
'* Dirk Hatteraick r ^ 

" Donner and hagel T said the prisoner^ 
sitting up, and clashing his fetters as he 
rose, " then my dream is true ! fiegonej 
and leave me to myself— it will be your 
bcst/'^ 

*' What 1 my good friend, will you at^' 
low the prospect of a few weeks confine* 
ment to depress your spirit'?" 

" Yes — when I am only to be released & 
by a halter ! — Let me alone— go about 
your business^ and turn the lamp from^ 
my face P* ^ 

" Psha ! my dear Dirk, don't be afraid— 
I have a glorious plan to make all right." : 

^^ To the bottomless pit with your plans ! 
you have planned me out of ship, cargo, 
and life, and I dreamt this moment that . 
Meg MerriUes dragged you here by the . 
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hair^ and gave mef the long clasped knife 
she used to wear — you don't know what 
she said. Sturm wetter 1 it will be your 
wisdom not to teh)pt me I" 

** But, Hatteraick> my good friend, do 
but rise and speak to me.**^ 

** I will not 1^ — you have caused all the 
mischief; yoU would not. let Meg keejp 
the boy; s};]^ wpvtld have returned him 
afteif he had forgot all." 

" Why, Hattei'aick, you're turned dri* 
veller!"' ' • ; » : 

^^ Wetter 1 : will: you deny^ that all that 
cursed attempt at Portahfei^ry^ which lost 
both sloop and crew, was your device for 
your own job?'' 

*' But the goods, you know" — ^ 

'^ Curse the goods ! we could have^got 
plenty more ; biit, der dey^ril V to lose the 
ship and the fine- feUowB, and my own life, 
for a cursed coward . villain, that always 
works his own mischjief with other peOf 
pie's hands ! Speak to me no more-r-rm 
dangerous." : 

IS 
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" liut, Dirk — ^birt, Hatteralck, licar mc 
©nly a few words.** 

*' Hagel ! neihr 

*' Only one sentence.*' 

** Tausend curses — nein V* 

*' At least get iip^ for an obstitiate Diitcb 
Irutei" said 6to««^, losing his temper, 
and pushing Hatteraick witfo bi^ f^ot 

'' Donner and Mit2etf !'* s^id Hatteraick, 
springing up andf grappling withf bim ; 
^* you mill have it tbei^?** 

Glossin struggled and resisted^ bot s# 
inefiectualiiy middr hia savpri^e at tTie fViry 
of the astfault^ that i ha fell tmdaf H&ttc^ 
faick, the bafck^art.ofhii accjc coining 
full upon the iron bar withe stumring vio^ 
lence* The deathf^grapple eon tinned. The 
toom immediately belaw the Gondemn- 
ed ward^ being jbat of Olosnn^ was^ ^ 
ceul-se, empty f hiftikk inaniteaf of tbe sd*^ 
eond aparttihent bemeath felt the shock of 
Glo^sin's heavy faU^ and heard aaoise aa 
#f straggling and 6f gfctansL Bot all 
sounds of horror were too congenial U^ 



* , 
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this place to excite much curiosity dr ia* 
teres t. 

In the morniDg, faithful to his promise^ 
Mac-Guffog came — *^ Mr Glossin/ said 
he, in a whispering voice. 

'' Call louder/' answered Dirk Hatte- 
raick. 

^* Mr Glossin, for God's sake come 
away !" 

" He'll hardly do that without help,*" 
said Hatteraick. 

'' What are you ^chattering there for, 
Mac-Guifog P called out the captain from 
belcfw. 

*^ Come away for God's sake !"^ repeat* 
ed the turnkey. 

At this moment the jailor made his ap*. 
pearance with a light. Great was his sur- 
prise and even horror to observe Glossin's' 
body lying doubled across the iron bar, 
in a posture that excluded all idea of 
his being alive. Hatteraick was quietly 
stretched upon bis pallet within a yard of 

P2 
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his victim. In lifting Glossin^ it was found 
he had been dead for some hours. His 
body bore uncommon marks of violence. 
The spine where it joins the scull had re* 
ceived severe injury by his first falK 
There were distinct marks of strangiila- 
tion about the throat, which correspond- 
ed with the blackened state of his face. 
The head was turned backward over the- 
shpuldefi as if the neck had been wrutig 
round with desperate violence. So that 
it would seem that his inveterate anta- 
gonist had fixed a fatal gripe upon thV 
wretch's throat, and never quitted it- 
while life lasted. The lantern^ crushed 
and broken to pieces^ lay beneath the 
body. 

Mac-Morlan was in the town, and came 
instantly to examine the corpse. " What 
brought Glossin here ?" said he to Hatte- 
raick. 

** The devil!" answered the ruffian. 

** And what did you do to him ?" 
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*< Seal him tdihell before me!" replied 
^e miscreant. '-''.. 

*^ Wretch, you have crowned a life spfent 
without a single virtue with the murder of 
your miserable accomplice !" 

** Virtue ? donni?r ! I was always fisiitb? 
ful to my sbip-owners-ralways accountedf 
for cargo to the last stiver* Hark ye ! kt 
me have pen and inky and Til write an ao. 
count of the whole to our hcmse ;> and leavei^ 
me alone a couple of hours, wiUye-^ and: 
let them take away that piece of carriion, 
donner !^* ^ 

Mac-Morlan deetaed it the best way to 
humour the savage; he was furnished with 
writing materials and left alone^ When* 
they again opened the door, it was found 
that this determined villain had anticipa- 
ted justice. Ht had adjusted a cord taken 
from the truckle bed, and attached it to a 
bone, the relique of his yesterday's dinner, 
which he had 'contrived to drive into the 
wall at a height as g^eat as he could reach,- 
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iMiandiiyg upon the hat. Hiving fastened 
the noose, he had the resoluition to drop 
his body aa if tofaU on his kneesi,- and to 
retain that pMturenntif resolution was na 
longer necessary* T^e letter he bad writ« 
tefla- to bis owners^ thoiirgh. chiefly npoii the 
tisaiflestt^ of their' trade, eonjtained many 
aShisians to the yoimker of £Ua<Hgowan, as^ 
be cilied him^ and afiEDnded absolute con*^ 
ifeikurtion of al) Meg^ Merrihes^ and ber 
niej^hew had tokL 

, To ^smiss th^ earta^trophe of these 
two wretched men, I shall only add, tbai 
Mac^Onffog! was turned* out of o^ce, noU 
withstla«£ng his declar^tkns,' (w4iich. he 
offieTfed toe attest byi oathiy)i that be had 
iMked Otosfsior safely ih his own rocmi' 
ii^^w tiie n^ht pi^ed&og his bemg fdund 
dead in EMrk Hatteraidk'i ceUl H£» 
story, however, found faith with the 
worthy Mr Skriegb^ and) other lovers of 
the marvellous, who still boid that the 
Enemy of Mankind i;»ronght; these two 
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etches together upon that night, by su- 
^natural interference^ that they might 
up the cup of their guilt and its meed, 
murder and suicide. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

To sum the whole— the dose of alL 

Dean Swift* 

As Glossin died without heirs and with- 
out payment of the p>ice> the estate of 
Ellangowan was again thrown upon the 
hands of Mr Godfrey Bertram's creditors, 
the right of many of whom was however 
defeasible, in case Henry Bertram should 
establish his character of heir of entail. 
This young gentleman put his affairs into 
the hands of Mr Pleydell and Mr Mac- 
Morlan, with one single proviso, that, 
though he himself should be obliged again 
to go to India, every debt; justly and ho- 
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nourably due by • his father, should be 
made good to the claimant. Mannering^ 
who heard this declaration, . grasped him 
kindly by. the hand, and from that mo- 
ment might be dated a thorough under- 
standing between them. 

The hoards of Miss Margaret Bertram, 
and the liberal assistance of the Colonel^ 
easily enabled the heir to make provision 
for payment of the just creditors, while 
the ingenuityand research of his law friends 
detected, especially in theaccountsof Glos- 
sin, so many overcharges as greatly dimi- 
nished the total amount. In these circum- 
stances the creditors did not hesitate to 
recognise Bertram's right, and to surren*. 
der to him the house of his ancestors. All 
the party rushed from Woodbourne to take 
possession, amid the shouts of the tenantry 
and the neighbourhood ; and so eager waa 
Colonel Mannering to superintend certain 
operations which he had recommended ta 
Bertram, that he removed with his family: 
from Woodbourne to EUango wan^ although 
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at present containhig much \c%i and much 
inferior accommodatioii. 

The poor Dominie'^ brain was almost 
turned with joy. He posted up stairs, t&i 
king three steps at once^ to a little shabby 
atlic, his cell and dormitory in former 
days, and which the possession of his 
much superior apartment at Woodbourne 
had never banished from his memory.^ 
Here one sad thought suddenly struck the 
honest maii-«*the books I-hxo three rooms 
m Ellangowan were capable to contaii^ 
them. While this qualifying reflection 
was passing thrctugb bis mind, he was.stid^ 
denly summoned by Mannering to aminb 
in calculating some proportions relating ta 
a large and splendid house, which was^ to 
be built on the scite of the New Place of 
Ellangowauy in a style corresponding to^ 
the magnificence of tb^ ruin» in its vici« 
nity. Amobg the various rooms in the 
place, the Dominie observed, that one of 
the largest was entitled Tbr Lib^hary ; and 
clo^ biiside was a s«ig weii-proportioned 



chamber, entitled^ Mft Sah^son's Apa'rt- 
HENT.— ** ProdigioM, proittigtous, prodi- 
gious r shouted the enraptured Dominie # 
Mr PIciydelt h^d left the party for iome 
time; but hie! returned; acciording to prc^ 
mise, during the Christmas recess of the 
courts. He drove up to tlllangowatf when 
all the famf Ty were abroad buff the Colonel, 
who was busy with plaivs of buildings and 
pleasure-grounds, rn which he was weS 
skilled, and took great delight. 

" Ah bar said the Counsellor, •* id hcfrt 
you are ! Where are the kdics? whert 
is the' feir Julia !^^i- . 

" Walking out with young HazteWOckl) 
Bertrain, and^Cilptam Xfelasefre, a Irii^nd 
of bis, who is with us just now* Tliey 
kre gone to plan out a cottage at Dern- 
ekugh.'*-*Welli' hdve you e^rHed thrMgh 
yotfr faw-btishtea*r^ 

•^ With a wet finger J got Mt yduttgi* 
ster's special serrice retonred into charts 
eery. We had him served hetf before the* 
raacers." 
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, " Macers ? who aftf they ?" 

" Why, it is a kind of judicial Saturna- 
lia. You must know, that one of the requi- 
sites to be a macer, or officer in attend- 
anoe upon our supreme court, is, that 
they shall be men of no knowledge." 

"Very well r 

" Now, our Scottish legislature, for the 
joke's sake I suppose, have constituted 
those men of no knowledge into a pecu- 
liar court fer trying questions of relation- 
ship and descent, such as this business 
of Bertram, which- often involve the most 
nice and complicated questions of evi-^ 
dence." 

; "The devil they have ? J should think 
that rather inconvenient." 

" O, we have a practical remedy for the 
theoretical absurdity. One or two of the 
judges act upon such occasiqns as prompt- 
ers and assessors to their own door-keep- 
ers^ But you know what Cujacius says,. 
' Multa sunt in moribusdissentanea. multa 
^ne ratione.* However^ this SaturnaliaA 
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cenri has done oiir bitsineds ; and a gld- 
rious batch of claret we had afterwards at; 
Walker's* Mac>Morlan will stare when 
he sees the bill/'^. '' 

" Never fear,* slaid the Colonel, "we'll 
face the shock, and entertain the country 
at my friend Mrs Mac-Candlish's to boot..' 

^' And chuse Jock Jabos for your mas- 
tcr of horse ?*' 

** Perhaps I may/* 

^* And where is Dandie, the redoubted • 
Lord of Liddesdale ?" 

^^ Returned to his mountains ; but he 
has promised. Julio, to jnake a descent ia. 
summer, with the goodwife, as. he calls 
her, and I don't know ho«r many chil- 
dren/* . . 

'^ O, the curlie-heaided yarlets ! I must 
come to play at 31ind Harry and Hy Spy 
with them. — But what is all this ?" taking, 
up the plans ;— " lower in the centre to be 
in imitation of the £agle Tower at Caer-i 
narvon— corp^ de logis^the devil !— wings 
—wings ? why,. th« hQuse will take the cs^. 
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tote of Elhngowan 6n its back, and fiy 
suray with it !* 

^* Why then» we must ballot it'with '% 
few bags of Sicca rupees.'' 

' ** Aha ! sits the wind there ? Tbenf I 
suppose the young dog carries oS my mis- 
tress Juite?'' 

** Even afo, Counsellw;'* 

" These rascals, the post-natt^ get the 
better of us of the ofd Mhoot at erei^y 
tord/ But she tnuit ccmvey afud make 
over her interest in me to Lucy»* 

'^ To tel( you tbe truth, I am afraid yctir 
flank wfH be turned there tbo^*' 

** Indeed r' 
* ^* Here has been Sir Kobert HasilewoiDd 
upon a visit to Bertram» thinkingi Mti 
deeming,' and opining* * ■ 

'^ O Lord i spare me the wo(tfay foron* 
et^s triads V' 

'* Weil, sir; he conceived that aa the 
property of Singleside lay like a wedge 
between two farfina of his, and waa four or 
five milti separated from BHangowan, 



-somiethi&g Ufce a ^ale, or c»cbftQge> or ai^ 
fangen^eat, might itake place^ to the mu* 
J;ual convenieuce of both parties." 
- '• Well, and Bertram''^ 

*' Why, Bertram replied, that hecondU 
'dered the original ^ettliement of Mrs Mar- 
garet Bertram* as the arrangement most 
proper in the circumstances of the family^ 
and that therefore the estate of Singleside 
was the property of bis sister/* 

^* The rascal !'' said Pleydell, wiping his 
spectacles. ^^ he'll steal my heart as well as 
my mistress-^JEf pay f 

*^ And then, Sir Robert retired after 
many gracious speeches ; but last, .week 
he again took the field in force, with his 
coach and six horses, his laced scarlet 
waistcoat, and best bob- wig — all very 
grand, as the good-boy books say,** . 

** Aye ! and what was his overture V' 

^* Why, he talked with great form of 
an attachment on the part of Charles Ha- 
zlewood to Miss Bertram.** 

^' Aye, aye ; he respected the little god 
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-Cupid when be saw him perched on the 
Dun of Singleside. And is poor Lucy to 
keep house with that old fool and his wife, 
who is just the knight himself in petti- 
coats P"* 

" No— we parried that. Singleside-housc 
is to be repaired for the young people, and 
tO' be called hereafter Mount Hazlewood." 

" And do you yourself propose to con- 
tinue at Woodbourne ?" 

*^ Only till we carry these plans into ef- 
fect See, here's the plan of my Bungalow, 
with all convenience for being separate 
and sulky when I please/' 

*^ And, being next door to the old cas- 
tle, you may repair Donagild's tower for 
the nocturnal contemplation of the ce- 
lestial bodies ? Bravo, Colonel !** 

" N9, no, my dear Counsellor ! Here 
ends The Astrologeb.^ 
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